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TO THE READER. 



Our Arabian haying met with fo kind entertain* 
Bient in this nation» fince he put on the Englifh 
drefs, is refoived to continue his garb, and viGt you 
as often as convenience will permit* 

He brings along with him nuny foreign common 
dities» "to gratify the various expectations of peoples 
his cargo, confiding of jewels and other raritiesj 
which are the genuine produél of the Eaft, and fome 
kinds of merchandife, which he has purchafed here 
i in the Weft during his refidence at Paris. 

It wUl be pky to affront this honeft ftranger, by 
raifing fcandals on him, as if he were a counterfrit» 
and I know not what j this will appear inhofpitable» 
and unworthy of the Englifh candour and generofity. 

To (peak without an allegory, in this third to-* 
lume of Letters, as in the form^ two, you will find 
an cxzGt continuation of modem hiftory, acquaint* 
ii^ you with all the memcMraUe fieges, battles, and 
campaigns, that were in Europe, from the year 1645 
to 1649 } as alfo, with all the remarkable negotia- 
tbns and tranfa^Hons of ftate, embaflics, leagues, 
and overtures of ^tnces i the policies and intrigues 
of public tmnifterat efpecially thofe of Cardinal Afe« 
unni» the |;reat Mid ibipeiulous «evolutioii» and 

lb . 
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civil wars in England, China, Naples, Turkey,i"and 
Fiiris^ the prodigious rife of a poor young beardlefs 
fiiherman to the height of foverèign power ; the dit 
mal tragedies, of an Englifli' l^ing, arid Chinefe em- 
peror -, with the murder of a Turkifli fultan j and all 
thefe intermixed with proper and ufeful remarks, 
pleafant and agreeable (lories, couched in a ftyle, 
which being peculiar to the Arabians, cannot be 
matched in any other writings that are extant. 

If his philofophy will not abide the teft of out 
learned virtuofi, yet it may pafs muflier in a Maho- 
metan, fince it is taken for granted, that the men of 
that faith rarely apply themfelvcs to fuch ftudies, or 
at l<aft not. in the method ufed in Chriftian fchools ; 
they may have the fame ideas of natural things ad 
We, but they cxprcfs themfelves in a different* man- 
tier. 

As for his morals, they ate folid and grave, and 
fuch as cotild not be reprehended even in a Chriftian 
writer, if we reduce what he fays to univerfals ; ìùri 
abftraéling from the particular obligations he had to 
his native religion, and to the Grand Signior, whofe 
flav€. he was, there will be found little difference be- 
tween his ethics and ours >i he every where ^recom- 
mends loyalty, juftice, fortitude, temperance^ pro- 
4ence, and all thofe other ;irirtues which are reqajfitò 
.tO:fiU up the charadier of a hero or a faint» 

' And who will not bear with him for patronifinjg 
tJie religion and intereft in which he was bred Ì it 
bdlng natural .for all meai to adhere ta the notions 
tbtj.k^ye fucked in with their mother's milk. In 
this alfe he fliowis great moderalionj and a more im- 
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biaibd: temper tlian one would expe£k from a Turk» 
which may in part be afcribed to his ftudying in the 
Chridian academies, his co;^verfation with the learn- 
edell men in Fkris, and feme of the moft accom<- 
plifhed perfous in the world. Hence it was that he 
was accafed by his fuperiors at the Ottoman Porte» 
o£ inclming to Chriftianity or atheifm ; as he takes 
notice» in hi» apology to a religious dignitary» in the 
firft letter of the thud book of this volume» page 
r82» <o which the reader is-refcnred for farther fa* 
tisfaCkion. ' . ' ' • • 

In his moft famUiar letters, fuch as thié laft men* 
tioned» and others to hb intimate friends» you wHL 
find fom'e expreflions» difcovering a certain finenefs 
and ftrength of thought» which is not very common' 
in Chriftian writers ;- which is ah argument that the 
Mahometans are not all fuch blockheads as we take 
them* for. 

. And though his pt£lure» which we have affixed to 
our tranilation; fince we had the Italian toxnès» re-»' 
prefents no extraordinary perfon, yet you know Ja-. 
yertal's remark, <* Fronti nuUa fides.^ And it* has 
been a' common obfervatioii of one of thè greateft. 
philofophcrs in this age» *^ ITisit by hit outward 
afpe£fc» no man would guefs what an illuftrious fouL 
lQ4ged within.". ' > 

. If you would know how the ItaUan came by àà^^ 
pitìiure (foY in his preface lie aflerts it to be th^ true 
effigies of this Arabian)» he fays;"that being-ac*-- 
quaiiited with ^e fccretary of CztèknA Maìeaniy» 
and feequenting his houfe» he &w a ^ picture^ h«i^. 
m his clofet, with this infcri^tion at th^ bottom^ ti- 

'*'• ■*- "'' ■■ -^ ' " 1- A .* .. ^u ;^, ^ ^*. 
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rUB DE MOLDAYIA9 CLE%ICOS. Mt^ìis fu» txta. 
He aflccd the gentleman who this Titira was, who 
informed him, that he was a great traveller, and un- 
derftood many languages, cfpcciaUy the Sclavonian, 
Greek, and Arabic, «cm which account Cardinal Rich«* 
lieu, and hirfucceflbr Mazarini, had made great ufe 
of him ; and that the Jatter had caufòd that pi£lure 
of the Moldavian to be drawn and hung up in his 
clofet, from whence he had it* Oar Italian being 
fatbfied, after fome diÌQMia& -abont hsm^ tluit (his^ 
ftranger was the very Arabian whofe writings he had 
fo happily found, got leave of the gende^aa to have 
a draught of the ptéhire takett by a flcilfbl Jifltincr, 
which be afterwards placed in the front of hb tiranf-* 
]ati<ffi* 

/ There is one of thefe letters, {»ge 218^ wants a 
beginning in the Italian copy, which the author of 
that tranflation takes notice of in his preface^ fay- 
ing, that by fome accident txr other» the Arabic pa- 
per had been torn afunder, and one part was snif- 
fing. 

There needs no more to be faid, but to acquaint 
the reader that' we are going forward with the Bng«^ 
lifli tnmiation of thefe Utters as fall as we can'; fo 
that in all probability you may expeft a fo<mh vo- 
lume before Chriftmas, wherein you wiil find more 
particnlar femark» on our £tiglt(h afairsi -with pcji- 
ticai difcourfei On the ori^mal and d^olutioh of go- 
vernments ; as alio many curious pafTages during the 
wars of Paris, which have not hitherto come to ptib^ 
lie view.^ Iti fiae^ fou wiB there be Infowwcd c^ all 
the semdf kable events that happened at that time,* 
cither in peace ^ war, on the whole globe. Adieu. 
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ncrofity. ^ 

XT#Jth* Mufti, P. - * , ai4 

Remarks en the Spaniih misfortunes» the infurreiSion in 
- Sicily, and particularly on the revolution in Naples ; 
he prays him ta furnifh Nathan Ben Saddi with reli- 
giotts books. 
XI. [This letter wanu the dtle and beghmtng], - d x 3 

Of the Chriiiians reyenge on the fon of Ali Sangiac, Bey 
of lippa* te the fbfferìngs of the Chridian prieit; 
the extravagant revenge of an ItaHan taptain. 
XU. To the Venerable Mufti, • - - ftao 

Of" Cardinal Mazarini's ft^porting the eumults in N»-> 
^es; remarks on the Duke- of Guife's attempt to 
' fuccour the revolted ; a defcription of the extent «nd. 
riches of that kingdom. 
XIII. To Abdel Melee Muli Omar, Superintendant of the 

College of Sciences at Fez, « ' 225 

He difcourfes about the duration of the world ; the vi., 
fion of Omar, fucceflbr of Mahomet ; of Adam*8*firft 
và£e Alileth; that the earth was inhabited for many 
ages beCare Adam>. 
Xiy* To the Mufti, - - . " a^l 

He -relates to him ^ tragedy of the Si<fllian vefpers ; of 
a wsoman sl«I her daughter, that were imOUKfed If^y^n* 
teen years by a fcribe in Naples. 



XV. To ^e KnaMduBd» - '« .234 
He InSomitiiim mhunaSui bt ini t»hc jn i m» of Gto< 

dsml Macarim's defigiis agaàll die Ottenan Eaqpire ; 
Oimni the dwarf '4 demicjr in frying ilifitt «be Cavdn 
naPs fecrets, and thofe of the grandeca* 

XVI. To PefieB Hali» hn BrMlM>; • ' 9)9 
He £tft2ier «nmnrpAi liia jammài S' rare «aaftpte tf 

Indiati charity; of the ingetMiky of the Chiaefe^ of 
tba oanq«eft of -diafc Idngdaai bf the Tartan» he dif* 
conrfea of.che.origiaal of nàtioii% afld the «nonsed 
blood of the Arabians and Tartars; of a gun at Fe- 
qnin two thouiand years old. 

XV IL To the.Aga of die Janizaries, •• 043 

Of the Cunona TiAorj of the French obtained at the 
. battio ofx JUens ; of the tumults at Paris, and the King 
of France's fpeech to the fenators ; Mahmut informs 
him how he employs certain agents to foment the pab> 
lie ieditkin, 

XVin. To Adimet fieig, - - 247 

He acquaints him with the death of Uladiflavs, King of 
Poland, for which the court of France was in flEioum- 
ing ; as alfo with the Duke of BaTaria*t4eath ; of the 
French campaigns in Flanders; of a (ea- fight between 
the French and Spaniards; of a formidable co&fpiracy 
againft the Osar of Mix&oTf* , ' 

XIX. To the Mufti, - . 04^ 
He^feems to approveof Sultan Ibrahim's being depofed, 

ficc. ; cenfures bis attempt on Sultan Amnrath's wi- 
dow» and his rape of the Mufti's daughter ; the con- 
tinence of the African Scipio; the ftratagcmrof Athe* 
Sodom» the phiiofoi^er; he ittcites the Mufti to en- 
courage the tranilatiott of Greek aj»d Latin htftorians. 

XX. To Chiurgi bluhammel, Bai&». ^ - - aj» 
Of die condufion of the peace of MunAer ; of the trou- . 

bles of Paris, and the Duke of Beaufort's efiape out of 
the Caftle of the Wood of Vinciennes* 

XXI. To Ognet Oglou, • * S54 
He compkins of the uajtaft proceedings of the compira- 

ton agaioA Siiltan Ibi^ahim ; t^inki to defame him af- 
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t.tTTt& Pajc 

ter hit death; owns that he did but difenhle in hit 
laifc letter to the Mufti; of the iUtue of a Cwuoat 
wrefUer, which fel down «nd cmlhed'to dc^th a man 
that through enTy went to demoliih it ; of the motto 
on PUto*8 ring. 

XXIL To Danccmar Kefrov» Ka4ilefquier of Romania, ajó 

Remark! on themurder of the Englidi King, Charles I. 
and what Cardinal Maaarini laid when he fuù heard 
of the news of that horrid tragedy; of Machiavert 
- cbcmpt principles. 
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BOOK I. 

LETTER I.— Mahmut, an Amhtan at Paris, to NX- 
THAN Beh Saods^ a Jeiv at Vienna. 

1 BELSiv£ the news of my imprifonmeot mlgbt fill th«e 
with doubta <À thy own Ìtberty> and make thee carefo} 
to avoid, at Vienna, fuch a misfortune as befel me at Fa-' 
ris ; yet if thou wert much furprifed at this accident* it 
is an argument that thou art but a novice in the world» 
and art yet to learn the firil nidiments of ufeful wild&mi 
which teacK U9 ^* that there is no fledfadnefs in huma* 
affairs." 

Thei^ has nothing happened to me i« 4ihts which I 
was not before provided for ; neither did the fuddennefn 
of the event make me change coiintenaace. I fmfled at 
the fulfilling my own prefages, and went to prifon as 
unconcerned as I would ha^ gone home to my lodging : ^ 
not that I would have thee think I was infenfible of a 
lofs fo afHidling as that of liberty ; but my chains did 
Vol II L A . 
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not appear fo very formidable, having made them fami* 
liar to my thoughts long before. 

When I firft came to Paris, I looked on myfelf but a8 
a prifoncr at large, owing the freedom I had to walk a- 
bout only to the carelefsnefs of the fiate and the favour 
of deftiny ; fo that when that indulgence was retrench- 
ed, no new thing happened to me. What I had exped- 
cd for feven years together, could not feem drange when 
it came to pafs. 

By what I have faid, thou may eft karn to prepare 
thyfelf for the worft events, which commonly fteal upon 
the fecure and unthinking, being wrapped up in greater 
darknefs and filence than the moments which bring them 
to light. Thefe Aide away without oar advertifement, 
unfeen, unheard : neither can our watches or dials inform 
us any thing of them till they arc pafTed ; fo there is no 
index to point out to us the hidden decrees of fate till 
they arc accomplifhed ; no ephemcris of deftiny, but our 
own experience. 

Thou, and all thy nation, are fufpefted by the Chri- 
ftians ; they efteem you enemies of their intereft as well 
as of their lawJ They defpife and vilify you, calUng you 
«« the accnrfed of God ;" yet they admit you as mem- 
bers of their commonwealth ; they receive you to the 
proteélion dF their laws, and entruft you with their fc- 
crets, that they may ferve thcmfelves «f your money. 
Thus are you become bankers for your fwora enemies ; 
and while you profefs an eternal obedience to the injunc- 
tions of Mofes, you make underhand leagues with the 
difciples of Jefut. I do not accufe your commerce with 
thefe infidels ; but I fay you have rcafpn to be upon your 
guard when you are environed with fo many millions of 
tncmics. They are not ignorant of the intimacies be- 
tween the minifters of the Sublime Porte and thofe of 
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thy nation :. It is common in the mouths of the French, 
that the Jews are the Turks intelligencers. Thou ought- 
eft therefore to have a fpecial regard to thy condudt, that 
no imprudent aéUon may expofe thee to the jealoufy of 
the ftatc where thou refideft. That court is full of eyes ; 
and thou haft need of a ftrìéler veil than what thou wear- 
eft in the fynagog^e. The very walls of thy houfe will 
betray thee, and thy dome ft ics may prove thy greateft 
enemies ; yet fufpeft none more than thyfelf. This will 
not fcem harfh counfel, if thou refle£icft twice on it» 
there being nothing more certain, than that it is not fo 
eafy to defend one's felf from him in whom we confide» 
as from one we are jealous of ; and every man is apt to 
put too much truft in himfelf. I believe thou art faith- 
ful, and abhorreft treachery ; yet, at the fame time, thou 
mayeft be remifs and weak. What could not be extort- 
ed from thee by an open enemy, may be difcovercd by 
the infmuations of a pretended friend. Thy own good, 
nature may cajole thee ; and therefore it will be no fmall 
point of wifdom " to beware of thyfelf." As for con- 
tingencies, I advife thee not to be perplexed about them, 
or be uneafy. Thou canft not avoid the inevitable ap» 
pointments of Heaven ; only be ready for the worft that 
may happen, fince thou canft never be certain of any 
thing. 

Thy predeceflbr Carcoa was a man of exquifite forc- 
caft, always on his watch, prying into the dark orb of 
futurities ; yet an accident furprifed him once, of which 
his ftridleft caution never gave him warning. I read it 
in one of his letters to the Kaimacham, whiclv thou fent- 
cft me from Vienna. The ftory is this : As he was one- 
day writing difpatches to the Porte, a certain tame bird 
which he kept for his divertifemcnt, fnatchcs from the 
table the paper on which he was writing to the tefter- 
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dac, and the window being open, flies with it out into 
ihc ftreeta. " Tl^e paper- was dropped in the garden of the 
Auguftin ff Jars at tlic very moment when the Spanifh am- 
baffador.was walking there with the general of that or- 
der. It is true, the letter was unfinifhe^, no name fub- 
icrlbed, and fo Carcoa efcaped an imminent hazard of 
his life ; but the fecrets therein contained gave a vail 
fufpicion to the Imperial Court, it being foon carried to 
the principal fecretary of ftate, and by him communi* 
c^ed to the emperor and divan. StriA inquifition was 
made throughout tic city for the author of that letter ; 
a reward of a thou&nd rixdoUars promifed to any that 
would difcover him. The bird was ffcen by many to fly 
along with a paper in her bill, but from whence (he came 
none knew, nor had any curious eye attended her uncer- 
tain mations back ; no man divining, that that paper was 
dcfignad to tranfmit to the ever-happy Porte, the moft 
important counfels of the German empire. Neither was 
Garcoa'shasd taken notice ^of, having lived very private- 
ly, and ufed another charader in his common dealings j 
but how near was he to a difcovery, when he fays himfelf 
iQ his letter, that he wanted but five words to the con- 
clufion, where he would have fubfcribed his name ! From 
hence thou mayeft learn, that a mariner in a tempeft, a- 
mongft rocks ahd fands, runs not greater hazards thanh* 
ipvho a£is in thy fliation. 

However, thou mayeft now continue thy advices to 
Paris, but obferve the direftions of Eliachim, who brings 
thee this letter. He will inform thee of whatfoever is 
iveceflary for thee to know, taking this journey on pur- 
pofe to prevent the wakeful jealoufy and aftive inquifi- 
fion.of Cardinal Mazarini, from whpm nothing can be 
hid that is trnfted to the pofts. Receive him with An- 
gular honour ; he is an incorruptible friend of the Otto- 



Book I. .A^fX AT PARIS. 5 

man Porte. Frgm him thou (halt learn the fefcft metkods 
of our figure conrefpoudencc. He is tlie Apollo of thy 
nation ; and hU wifdom and fidelity will be recorded in 
the regifter of that empire, which (hall Jinow no earlier 
period than the moon, whofe crefcent is her arms, and 
the happy omen of her encreafing luftre. 

When thou beholdeft that noble enfign of Mahom« 
on the top of the chief temple of Jefus in Vienna, let it 
augment thy veneration of our law, and convince thee, 
that all nations muft fubmit to the mefTeuger of God, and 
feal of the prophets. Be faithful and wife, and thou 
canft not mifs of happinefs. 

Paris, aSth of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1 645, 
according to the Chriflian ftylc. 



IL— Ti/A^ Kaimacham. 

OiMCE my releafe I haVe informed myfelf of fonae paf- 
fages to which I was a flranger during my reftralnt. The 
Tranfylvanian agent continues Hill at this court ; and his 
negotiatiom k not now a fecret. Moniieur CroifTy is gone 
ambaflador-extraoidiaary to Prince Ragotiki, on the 
fame errand from this crown. The fubjeól matter of both 
their embaifies is a league. Cardinal Mazarini fufpeéied 
tergiverfation in that prince, and that he would private- 
ly treax with the emperor» if the Grand Signior ihould 
withdraw his aflillance and protection from him, or if 
he himfelf fhould grow weary of the ' war* Wherefore 
Moniieur Croifly, according to the cardinal's infiruéiions, 
would not fign the league, till Ragotiki had called home 
his amhaffadors, who were treating with the Imperialifts 
at Tyrne, and fent away the German envoy from hi$ 
camp. 
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ITie leagtie being con^uded, he mfifted on the necef- 
fity the prince lay under of marching his army nearer to 
Torfteofon the Swedi{h general, that fo they might fup» 
port one another againfl the German force». 

T^ia was the pretence ; but in reality it was defigned 
to engage the Tranfylvanians beyond the power of a re- 
treat, and to poft them under the eye of the Swedifh ge- 
neral, who foon after poffeffcd himfelf of Tyrne, the 
place appointed for treaty between the Imperialifts^ and 
prince Ragotfki. 

It is a town in the Lower Hungary, not far from 
Prefburgh. The Swedes entered this place the 17th of 
the ,5th moon, but left a garrifon in it of feven hundred 
Hungarian horfe ^and three hundred foot» according to 
their articles with the befieged. 

Thefe were foon forced to quit the town by Count 
Forgatfch, an Imperialift, the Swedes and Tranfylvanians 
being marched a great diftance off; and it is faid this 
Hungarian garrifon yielded not unwillingly to the Impe- 
lial auns. 

. It i» certain, General Torftenfon puts but fmall confi- 
dence in the Hungarian foldiers ; for above fix hundred 
of the common fort defcrted him the 29th of the 5th 
moon, and the refi raifed fuch frequent tumults and mtt« 
tinies, that their commanders fiood in more fear of them 
than of their enemies. It is reported likewife, that 
there has been lately no good underftanding between Ra- 
gotiki and Torftenfon, about the defigned fiege of Pref- 
burgh ; the former feeming too much to favour the Hun- 
garians, and being rather inclined. to carry his arms into 
the emperor's hereditary countries ; yet he would not 
confent that Prefturgh (hould be .in the hands of the 
Swedes. 

^ The French fay, that the prince is humorous and wa- 
2 
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-vering, yet ó£ a foir intention; but that the greateft 
part of im officers are corrupted by the emperor ; and 
tha^ therefore both they and the common foldlers ' wert 
for peace ; only his wife» his fon, and fome few of hk 
oounfellors, peirfuaded him to adhere to the Swedes. 

They add» that the young prince, being inllru^ed by 
his mother one day, in a full afTembly of the chief con»- 
manders, made the following oration, Ragotfki himfi^- 
being alfo prfcfent. 

** Permit me, moft ferene and illuftrious Prince, my 
Royal Father, to perform the part of a dutiful fon, a 
iaithful counfellor^ and a loyal fubjeél. The law of na- 
ture and of nations entitles you to my obedience ; and 
the particular honour you have done me, in admitting me 
to your cabinet, obliges me to exemplify it, in an humble 
remonftrance of my fentiments, at a time when the inte* 
reft of Tranfylvauia calls for freedom of advice. 

** It is with no fmaU complacency that I now behold 
you encompafTed with a circle of heroes, whofe valour 
and fidelity may give fuch a luftre to your viéiorious 
am» as ihall eclipfe the glory of the Roman and Grecian 
conquerors. The Alexanders, Csefars, Scipios, and Han* 
nibals, (haU no longer draw the world into an admiration 
of their obfolete achievements. ' The regifter of your 
deeds {hall foil their antiquated hiftories ; whilft Plutarch» 
Tacitus, and Livy, mud veil to modern pens, the record* 
ers of your matchlefs anions. 

" Let not the crafty infinuations of the German couit 
v^arp your refolutions» and cajole you with the deceitfiil 
umbrages of peace, only to gain time, that they ma^r 
more' fuCcefsfuUy carry on the war. Neither fuffcr your^ 
felvear, already in part viAorious, to be amufed with 
feigned treaties and overtures, which you cannot but fuf- 
pedi. We are now in a condition to give the law, ané 
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•Ihottld fomme ttim thè fede, it will ftill be in ear power 
«or make ouHrnwH term» of comptffitidn. The ^iandr of 
Sweden and Fiance have raifed us to a capaeity of brav- 
ing all Europe, whilft the one with a potent army on the 
Rhine) the other on the Danube, keep the Imperialifts 
in fuch p^etnal a^ion, that it will be impoiSble for 
ihem to barrier Germany from our conquermg arms* 
^Uow is the time to raifc Tranfylvania aboTc the title of 
a tributary province, and reftore this king^dòm to her an- 
ticnt renown. If we mifs thi» opportunity, we muft for 
t^tf be ilaves to the Turks or Germans, Let us not 
fttk any longer proteftion, but from the juftice of oar 
eaufe, and the dint of our fwords. Let not France and 
Sweden boaft of their Turciine, their Torftenfon, as if no 
other nation could furnifh the world with famous gene« 
rais ! Whilil Prince Ragotfld liveii and lives at the head 
of fueh an army, your fidelity and courage (hall voider 
his name more terrible than that of Tamerlanei and his 
Itttempts more profperous than thofe of Scanderbeg ; 
and our pofterity fhall be obliged to raifc pyramids to 
your honour ; and, from your prefent achie^-ements» to 
date a new e^ocha, the eternal memoir of Traiif)dvama*s 
redemption/* 

It ia faid, that Ragotfki was not very weH pleafed with 
his fon's fpeech) fùfpeédng that he hdd fome private 
«ontt^ndence with Torfbetifon, for whom he had no 
great affedion. Laft moon he infixed eaisieftly on the 
money and men pfomifed him by Rcbei^lEOck ; but Ge» 
neral Torllènfon thought it fuificient that he himieif was 
fo near him with his forces ; yet» left he fhould take an 
occafion of difcontent, he fent him a fupply of money ; 
though he was not without fome apprehenfions that the 
priooe» having received it, would underhand treat with 
the <;mperor« 
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. It W &id heréj that ».CHÌl(ùs ll!9s^.ar^v«à ìa sba^T^ÀO* 
fytyaiiia% «innp» exprelaly fo^biddiog Kagqlil^ >ti» lenibrr 
i&tb Uie hereditary ^avinc^C:.^ ol! .t3ii> «inperoK/i ^ilft> littt 
h£y UttfUog to the ilreagth of bÌ9 wnj («iiidi-^i^fts 
«f fiv€^ddrtnHreAty-th<^(suid. Gm»«ii0>.Tmi^yimlddl»f' 
Himg»riaA8} and Waliachùo»), was r€felv|Kid to puifec 
hU firft refc4ution«^ * 

Thock ktiowefl what ^eafori^ the Forte bad m fend Urn 
thi« prohibition. The French fay it was out of fear that 
he would join with the emperor** forces. u 

By this thou mayeil know what opinba the infidok 
entertain of the meafures takài by the foverei^ divas- 
They defcantat liberty, whilll I fend up vow» to lic^ 
yen for the exaltation of the Ottoman empire. 

P;iris, 4th of the 8th Mood, of the Year 1645. 



III. — To the InJlruQed in all Knoi^jUdgc^ the Venerable 
Muffi. 

IriAiLy holy interpreter of the facred law ! may the Di- 
vine Hght guide thee beyond the enx>rs of human fnliky. 
I am amongft infidels, enemies to the truth ; who yet 
feem as certain -of being in the right a» thou art fure they 
are m the wrongé They hate us with an in^teratc ha* 
tred* - I muft dMTémble my refentmcnts ; whilft, with th« 
loweft proftrations to the Unity, I celebrate his glorio^B 
mercy 9 who has fènt usfuch a dar. to guide our/eet ifit* 
die way of^ peace. 

The Omftianf feoff at the faithful people, a» diridcd 
intO'leveral fe&« Would my d«ath could wipe out tfaio& 
Teproadies» aiid vtisdtcate the honour of the hoty pvoiMI> 
fioik'*Ìcolildt:élort, that error ^lows itielf iftfiaite in 
them; but I muft hold my peace, and selbnai^ tt^ld( 
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leftmyiseaitymilport me beyond difcretion ; remember- 
iag I aaxì not feat here to-difputey but to aék fecretly for 
my great m&ikr, whoCe empire be extended over all the 
habitable world* 

Thefe poor wretches boafl much of their traditipnSy 
their facred fynods and fathers, as if we ever wanted ho- 
ly men, working wonders, and penetrating into the pio- 
founded myileries, by only wiping their eyes with the 
duft of their feet. 

They talk much of faith and reafon ; at which I fmile, 
as knowing it to be only education : yet, as the worft of 
people have fomething that is good^ fo th^e are not 
wholly deftitute of devotion. They pray often, but not 
fo often as the true believers, it being, as thou knoweft» 
ft juft exception agamft a witaefs amongft us, *^ that he 
prays not fix times a-day.'* They pray to men and wo- 
men deceafedi whfreaf» thou knoweft there is no Deity 
but one. They fall often, but not fo ftriAly as tTie af- 
fifted with' the virtue of the fupreme difipenfer of graces* 
They are charitable, but this hinders them not from exr 
eluding all from the bleft abodes, who are not of their 
lii^ef I whereas then affirmeft (who art the refolvcr of 
all the problems of faith) that it will go well at the laft 
day with all honeft people, feeing thefe have ail the fame 
€])je£k of worfhip, and their different religions are but 
a^ fo miiny different ways, which lead a man to t)ie fame 
p]ace pf r«ft> like various roads to the fame city. 
; Thefi^ Chriflians whip themfelves often with fjaall cord&; 
ijrhich humour, they fay, was fet on foot by an hetmit'» 
l^^aching and example. Not many countries diflant from 
that where I ain> there happened fuch an ojd inilance of 
t|Ù6 extravagant z^al (which was to be heightened, it 
lieems, with tbe fumes of wine) asplaiiJy jufkifies our pr«K 
Ithet^^wifdopa» in chai;ging tlite. fahhiui to avoid it. It 
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was particularly the cuftom of ievcralpe^cin ^ft place^ 
in their pcoceffions, to whip them&lvea» tiU the blood 
flreamed down their frocks» which were to made» as Xa 
cover their faces» and leave only their backs bare* Oae 
of thefe zealots» diftraiUng the firmnefs of hia coaftitu- 
tion» had taken fuch large draughts of this intoxicating 
Uquor» that reeling up and down with his whip in his 
hand» and his head againft the walls» he was followed by 
all the boys of the town hooting after him» which fo 
leiTened the repute of this fottifh rehgion» as made them 
abftain for the future from this pompous u{age of it* 
What low thoughts have thefe people of the Almighty 
Lord of, all ; when» allowing him to be Omnipotent» ye( 
reprefent him to^themfelves and others as delighting in 
cruelty ; whereas» thou knowefl this paflion is only to 
be found amongil the weak and miierable. 

That the Divine Preferver of men may continue thee 
long f(N: the edification of his ele£^, are the paffionale 
wiihes of the meaneft of thy fervaiits» Mahmut. 

'Pane, 4th of the Sch Moon, of the Year 1645. 



IV. — To MusTAPHA, BerBer Aga. 

ìA/^ouL^to Grod I could converfe with thee face to 
&ce in the feragho» as in former times* I vent many pal^ 
fionate wishes to Cotifbntinople» that happy refidencè rf 
my beft friends» the nurfery of my childhood» the fchool 
of my youth, and, f hope, the future repofitory of my 
old s^e* When I tiiink of that cky» it is with a paffiótf 
hardfy &cond to that whkh I chef iih for the place of 
my naitivity* la Arabia^ it is true» i ^rft faw tbe lighe 
pf tbe fun» but k was in Greece I received the more 
friendly illumkationa ofuhe moon» the fplendpura of the 
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«iWie- faJÀj'-^Wch, though they difclofe not to us fo 
^ài* *^ro^^d of the eatth and all iu gaieties, yet they 
'prefect "118 wkfe ail' unveiled difcovery of the heavens and 
'ftars, lhò^jng"u« panadife with its glittering inhabitantsr, 
the purpfed cohmfce of true believers, champions and 
martyrs of the eternal unity. In the defart I left my 
father, or rafherhe left me, before I found myfeff, be- 
ing btit a» iilfaftt when he died, but in the city I found 
fneftds, which is not a lefs endearing title. ^ He gave me 
but my birth, whereby I entered on the ftage of mife- 
riesj with which he foon after left me to ftruggle, before 
I coold diUjtìguifh mifery firoift happinefs. But they 
ga?e me education, which taught me how to fhunthofe 
evils which- are the natural confequences of our birth; 
fo that in the main, I am more indebted to them than to 
him. Let it be how -it will, I cannot ceafe to love them, 
and often with myfelf with them. This is a fecond na- 
ture. And becaufe I cannot have my defires fulEfled in 
that, I gratify myfelf by often writing to them. Should 
I make comparifon«, thou wilt fay, I am a ^attener. 
Suffice k to tell thee, that thou art one of the number, 
whofe ircmembrance affeéls me with fcnfible complacency. 
Yet I cannot write to thee, nor any of my friends^ fo 
often as I would, without entrenching on the obligations 
I have to the other minifters of the Sublime Porte. I 
fcndtf^tches to all by turns, fecrificing my p rivale 'fe- 
gSLtAs to thi? expectations of the fiate, and the plea&re 
pf my fuperiors. 

Had I been at Ubcrty, I could have fcut thee tlie ca»- 
lieft new» of the daughter which the Gcvmans madQ 
three mo^a ago i» the French army at . Margentheim. 
Jt ir ao^ too- late now to fay fomethiiig of it*^ The im- 
p£mlift»; owe that tiùumph to the candour of Turenne^ 
ai)d Ae d^g^nelrate craft of the Duke of Bavaria, wha. 
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ttyrlùii th^ Freiich in a fatai fecurity, fent«i^ agent- into 
France to negotiate a peace, with deceitful overtores 
and umbrages ; commanding alfo* Uiat bouc of bis fol- 
tikrs fliottld dare to caU the >Fccflch thctr eaemies. Yet 
fom« lay the blame X)f thia overthrow on the Swedes» 
-whofe unfeftfoilable fuff^icion of a private tr-caty, between 
the French and Germans, hindered Torftenfon from join- 
Jag the formeri and expofed Turennej with his i£^wf and un- 
experieaced forces, to the numerous army of vetcraij Irii* 
perialifts. 

It was a fatal engagement, and the French loft many . 
brave men, beiid^s an hundretl and fifty commanders 
take^ prifoners, fifteen hundred of the common foldicrs, 
fifty txkH^ii^^ with many waggons, and four mules laden 
with money. 

' It is reported, that whilft Turemie, in the general re- 
treat and flight of his army, betook himfelf to Margeiv- 

• tbeim, as he lay on his bed the firil night, one of his of-* 
ficers was coming to alarm him with the news of the Ger- 
mans approach to that town, but unfortunately ftumbled 
athis^xihamber door, with the noife of which Turcnne 
awaked, and fearing fome attempt on his life, leaped 
off his bed with his drawn fword, and making toward 
thed,oor, j ufi as the officer opened it, he run him into 
the ke^ ; by which miftake he himfelf, and the troops 

. that were' in the town with him, had like to have fallen 

- into the hands of the Bavarians. But receiving notice • 

of their approach accidentailly by fomc other means, he 

• witWrcw his ti*oops out of the towft by ^contrary road, 
. saia ^sapcd the purfuit of his enemies. 

• Thi» viftory has giveti new courage to the impcrialifts, 
aixd'tóè not much difpirited the French, who. are by this 
lofil^'Cflftamed wit)b greater ardours, meditating a fpeedy 
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revenge. The genius of this court fecms to be ua- 
daUnted». breathing nothing but war. 

I fhall not fail to fend thee fuch intelligence as will 
demonftrate that Mahmut paffes-not away his time in 
vain. 

I pray the fovercign of as many empires as there be 
worlds, to diftingui{h thee by fome particular jnark of hia 
favour, from the crowd of thofe he makes happy. 

Paris, 4th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1645. 



V. — l['o Shashim Istham, a Black Eunuch. 

At length thou haft condefcended to beg my pardon^ 
for the calumnies thy tongue has loaded me with. I am 
not ill pleafed with thy letter j it abounds with elegant 
expreflions of thy forrow, for an offence to which thou 
. hadft no provocation. ..Thy fubmiffion, though late» a» 
bates my refentment ; and, if thou performeft thy pro- 
mife, it is banifhed. The firft crime fo ingenuoufly ac- 
knowledged, claims a title to forgivenefs. Let eternal 
oblivion feal it. I am tfot by nature revengeful. I ra» 
ther blufh fcr fliame, than grow pale with anger at hina 
that injures me. Yet felf prefervatlon will roufe our choler, 
which is the mofl a£live humour, and precipitates many 
to violent courfes. The effe<5l it has on me, \& to put 
me on my guard, left he who has wronged me,, without 
any figns of repentance, fhould continue his malice ta 
my deftruAion. But thou haft difperfed all my fufpi* 
cions by thy feafonable addrefs, and if I cannot pro- 
nounce thee innocent, I will believe thou . art not incor-. 
rigible. The beft advice I can give thee is, henc^r* 
wards to attend to thy own affairs, and refrain from thofe 
of others ; remembering the Arabian proverb» << He that 
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peeps in at his neigbbour's window, may chance to lofe 
his eyes.'' There is a great deal of wifdom couched in 
thefe ftiort fentcnces. They are not the produdt of one 
man's experience, nor of a few, .but they are the refult 
of univerfal obfervation ; and our country has been happy 
above others in the choice of her proverbs^ This that I 
mentioned, is peculiar to the eaft, yet I can produce an 
inRance whereby it was lately verified in the vrelh 

There is hardly a night paffes in this populous city, 
wherein fome murder is not committed in the flreets. 
Two nights ago a man was found dead on the ground ; 
whereupon a tumult was gathered about his bleeding car- 
cafe. Amongft the refi, a fellow came crowding in, in- 
quifiiive what ihould be the matter. Thofe who flood 
by beholding his clothes bloody, which he was not fen- 
ilbie of himfelf, feized on him as the murderer. Hi» 
wild looks increafed their jealoufy, and the incoherent 
words with which he endeavodred to excufe himfelf, ren- 
dered him guilty in the judgment of the rabble. They 
carried him before a cadi, by whom he was ilriélly exa- 
mined ; he ftoutly denied the faéì, and no proof could 
be brought againft him but his ftained clothes. It is the 
cuftom here, to put to the torture perfons fufpeAed of 
capital crimes, in order to draw a confefHon of the truth. 
This they did to this poor wretch ; and in the extremity 
of his pains, he acknowledged he had killed his wi£e 
that evening, but was altogether innocent of this poor 
man's death who was murdered in the ftreet. All the 
totnients they indiéled could force no other confeilion 
from him, fave 'that which his real guilt prompted him 
to make, for which he was condemned to death accord- 
ing to the laws. Thou feed by this, that had he gone 
about his bufinefs, without prying into other men's mat« 
ten» he might have.efeaped a di&overy. But that medi» 
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dling Itch of tb€ fm{>rudcitt betrayed him (not without 
the patticalar dffcftioa of fate) to » d€àth -which indeed 
he merited, but not on the fcore of the murdered taaa, 
tvhom he went out of his way to ice* 

Thou vAh fay, this ftory is not applicable to thy cafe, 
fince thpu haft never yet embrued thy hands in any man's 
blood. I tcU thte, what I have faid wra» not defigned as 
a rcikéHon on thy paft offence (let it be forgotten) ; beit 
as a caution for the future, not to engage thyfelf in mat- 
ters out of thy fphere ; for a bufy body k never without 
troubles. 

Above all, I counfel thee to pra^ftife the government 
of the tongue, which is a great virtue, efpecially in the 
courts of princes. The Arabians fay, " That a wift 
man's foul repofcs at the root of his tongue, but a fOoVs 
is ever dancing on the tip.'* 

Thou haft no reafon to take in ill part the freedom 
with which I advife thee for thy good, unlefs tltou thkik^- 
eft thyfelf too old to learn. But I have a better opi- 
nion of thee than to rank thee among Py thagoras's afieS* 

I have faid enough for a friend } too much for an ene» 
hiy. It iy in thy own choice to make me which th^ 
pleafefl. . Adieu. 

- Paris, 4th of the 8th Moon, of the Tear 1645. ' ' * 



VI.--T0 Zelim. of Rhodes y Captain of a Galiej* 

-1 Hou haft never voiichfafcd to aicknowledge the advice 
I fent thee fonie years ago^ of a Cbrìftifm'd à^if^ agomft 
thy Kfc. Perhaps he wanted an opportunity to put' his 
revenger in execution that way ; and therefore the cau- 
tion I gave thee looked like a fsdfe alarm. Thou traft- 
eft in ^y-coti^ge,.'^e4b^iigthof thy veflel, the jni^tl* 
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tade and fidelity of tky flayes, and thitikeft tkyftlf if»- 
vulaerabk. But let me tellthee^ that neither thy cooragt 
aor thy vefièl» can defend thee from die ftit^e of deftiny, 
and thou haft no greater enemies than thofe who eat thy, 
bread* Whether it be the continuance of thy cruelty, 
•r the natural regret of iervitude has rendered them fo» 
I know not ; but if what I am inf<Mrmed of be true, thou 
art the miferableil man in the world. Wert thou only 
in danger to loie thy life by a ftabi a buUet, or the fwift 
eSeSi9 of poifon> it would be a happinefs in comparifon 
of the method that is now taken to deftroy thee ; and 
the invifible death which thou wert formerly to receive 
from a prayer-book, would have been foft a» the ftroke 
of Cupids arrow, in refpe^i of the tragical and unheard 
of fate which is now preparing for diee. Think not I 
go about to . amufe or afifright thee with chimera^a and 
laksi fuch as nurfes ufe to awe their children into com* 
pliascc and goo3 manners» What J teH thee is matter 
of fiiély\ and confirmed by many letters from Italy^ to 
ftvend eminent merchants in Paris > I have feen fbme of 
them, and hear that the reft agree in the fame rdatìon. 
'* They give an account, that at Naj^e^ on the fecond 
of the laft moon, three witches were fcized and accufed 
of pra^fing diabolical arts ; of enchanting feveràl . p^er- 
fons ; of doing great mifchief ; and, in fine, of having 
private commerce with the devH. They iloutly denied 
all at fidi, and made very fubtle and plaufible apologies, 
infomuch, as the inquifitors were almoft perfuaded of 
their innocence, till it was fuggefled that their koufes 
ihould be fearched. Officers were fent accordingly,* who 
after a narrow fcrutiny, found fome magical books, fe- 
veral vials of ftran^e Hquors, pots of ointment, with ao 
image of wax refiembling a man, but partly melted. There 
were imprinted on the brcail of the image feveral ur* 

3 
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known charaó^ers, figures, and magical fymbols ; and on 
the forehead was to be read ZELIM EBEN SA- 
GRAN. All thefe were brought and expofed before 
the inquiiitors (of whofe office thou art not ignorant )j 
great deliberation was had about this unufual emergency. 
The Imaums and Chciks were fcnt for aad confulted. 
The witches were examined apart, and put to the torture, 
as is the cuftom in capital crimes. Admirable was their 
conftancy for a confiderablc time ; but at length, over- 
come by the continuance and ftiarpnefs of their pains, 
they confeffed they had for fome years praélifed magic 
arts, converfcd with familiar fpirits, raifed tempefts, earth- 
quakes, and done other wicked feats. Being examined 
about the image of wax, they declared, that it was the 
image of a Turkifh captain of a galley whofe name was 
written on the forehead ; and that they were hired by cer- 
tain Italians, who had been flaves in the galley of the faid 
captain, to bewitch him to death, in the moft lingering 
method they could invent ; that in order to thifl, they 
had made this image ; that every night they met togc* 
ther, with a fourth of their gang {who was not to be 
found), and made a fire of the bones of dead men, which 
they ftole from the graves and chamel-houfes ;^ that they 
bid this image down at a convenient diftance before th« 
fire, repeating certain magical words and charms ; and 
as this image gradually melted, fo the body of the faid 
Turkiih captain did infenfihly wafte and decay. And, tu 
add to his lingering death an intolerable torment, they 
bailed the melting image with the oils, and other liquors 
which were contained in tlie vials and pots ; that by this 
means he was perpetually racked with moil pungent and 
acute pains in his bowels, head, and all parts of his body, 
raging under mod violent fevers, infatiable thJrft, and 
want of llcep. Finally, that this lingering kind of death 
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vrould continue as long ds they pkafed to protraft the 
diflblutfon of the wa^en image. 

This confeifion, though extorted from the witches in 
the midfl of infufferable torments, yet was delivered with* 
out any inconfiftencles, and with all the demonftrations 
of a real penitence. And being feconded with the tefti- 
Hionies of many credible witneiTes, who had overfeen 
them in fome of their no6lurnal ceremonies ; the inquifi- 
tors, moved with a juft hoiror of fo nefandous abomina^ 
tions, fentenced them to be burnt, and their afhes to be 
fcattered into the fea ; which was accordingly executed 
on the fixth of the laft moon, in the prefence of infinite 
fpeélators. 

The news of this extraordinary event is frelh in the 
mouths of almoil all the inhabitants of this city ; yet no 
man, I dare fay, hears it with that concern for the 
Turkiih captain as I do. Even thofe among the Chri- 
ftiaoB who abhor witchci^ft, would ncverthelefs rejoice, 
if not only thou, but all the muflfulmans were deftroyed 
with enchantments, iince they can never hope it wiH 
come totals by the fucccfs of their arms. 

I am not credulous of every ftory that is related of 
witdiea^ being fatisfied, that fuperftition and Ignorance 
has lifted many in diat infernal number, who were inno- 
eent and never deferved it ; fome having been forced by 
racks and tortures to confefs themfelves guilty of prac- 
fifing enchantments, when, after their execution, there 
have appeared evident proofs to the contrary. Yet I can- 
not be fure, but that there have been fome in alt ages 
and nations, \^ho have entered into leagues and aiTocia* 
tions with devils', and have been enabled thereby to per- 
form things above the power of nature. However, i» 
have a particular defire to hear from thee, and to be in- 
formed, whether thoii haft experienced the effeft of their 
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cachantments. If ibou haft not, blefs thy ftars that 
thou wert born and bred a mufluln^ny agaiait whom the 
magic of the infidels cannot prevail ; and that thou haft 
fwallowed the impreifion of Mahomet's feal» which is of 
force to difTolve and make invalid all the charms of men 
and devils. But if" thou haft felt the force of their en* 
chantments, and pineft away with unaccountable pains 
and languors, then think with thyfelf that thou ^rt de* 
festive in keq>iug fome point of our holy law ; that Ma* 
hornet is angry witk thee, withdraws his protedion, and 
cxpofes thee to the malice of evil fpirits. Neither per- 
fuade thyfelfy that becaufe the three witches are put to 
death, thou ihalt prefently recover thy former health and 
cafe 9Cgàin i for» fo long as there is a fourth living» and 
out of the reach of juftice» thou art i^ot fafe. Nay» if 
file were taken and executed too» fd long as thy tnemles 
9XC yet alive» who firft employed thefe hags» thou art ftill 
al their mercy. They wiU fearch every corner gf Italy* 
and of all EiK-ppue» but they will find inftruments of their 
revenge. They will rummage hell itfelf to gratify their" 
fury. The beft cQunfel I can.give thee in this cafe is» 
to pacify thin^ enemies by extraordinary a£ls of civility 
to the Cbriftians» wherever thou meeteft them ; by uiing 
tliy flaves mildly». and giving them their freedom after 
a. limited time of fervice» without exaóUng a ranfom» 
which neither they nor their relations and friends can 
ever be abje to pay. This will abate the rancour of tbt, 
infidels» and turn their revenge into kindnefs and love» 
Thou wilt every where be free from dangers ; and thofe 
very perfons^ who now ftudy all means to take away thy 
life» will then hazard their own to prefeive the; from 
death. 

Think not that I go about to perfuade thee to change 
temper with thy ilaves» and from the refolution and bra^ 
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vtiy of a true mufTulm&n,' to fink into the abjcA timor- 
Onfnefs of a Chriftian. Be fearful only of thyfelf, and 
ftand in awe of none more tRan of thy own confcience. 
There is aCato in every man, a ferire cenfor of his man- 
ner ; and he that reverences this judge, will feldom do 
any thing he need to repent of Let not the authority 
ftf thy ftation tempt thee to be cruel or unjuft ; but in 
all things " Do as thou wouldeft be done unto.** This - 
is a precept engraven on every man's heart ; and he 
whofe anions write after this copy, will always be at eafc 
here, and tranfcendently happy hereafter. Follow this 
rule, and thou wih experience the effedl. Adieu. 

Paris, ift of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1645. 



VII. — To the Invincible VisiER Azem. 

If one may judge of future events, by applying to them 
tfce fymptoms of tlnngs paft ; and if a man may compare 
one kingdom with another, I fhould think that France 
wfll in time extend the limits of her empire as far as any 
of the four great monarchies, that have been recorded in 
k^ories for their unlverfal fway ; I will not fay as far as 
tiie^ide-ftretched empire of the ever- viélorìous OfmanS. 
Yet the genius of this nation feems ifi fome manner to 
fafpire the French with as ardent a thirft of glory and 
^nqueft, as that which has in all ages appeared to be 
thè infep^rable virtue of the muffulmans. They prefs 
forward to the mark for which they take up arms ; that 
is, to fubdue all before them, and lay kingdoms, provin- 
ces, and cities, at the feet of tKeir fovereign. They are 
«ot difcouraged at difficulties and lofles. The checks 
and oppofitions they meet with, do but animate them 
with new and freflf vigourd. So that it is become ai fure 
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prognoftic of foxne great fucccfs to that nation, when at 
any time they receive ill news from their armies. In this, 
their courage feems to be of the quality of naptha, 
which by pouring on of water takes fire, althoHgh, thou 
knoweft, thefe two elements be contrary ta each other. 
So this warlike people, inilead of being dejefted, or 
made timorous by any defeat given to their armies, are 
rather inflamed with more a<ftfve and valiant refolutions, 
as will appear by the repulfe given them by the Duke of 
Bavaria, not many moons ago. 

As foon as that news arrived in this city, one would 
have expelled to have feen fome tokens of fear in the 
people, but it wrought a contrary efFerft. No tears of 
womea and children, no compaffionate fighs for their 
flain hufbands, fathers, or other relations ; no downcaft 
looks, ^ or ominous (baking of heads ; no mdancholy 
whifpers, or portentous ftories, were murmured in the 
ears of the multitude, but all things appeared lively and 
profperous ; the very women exciting the young men to 
lift thcmfclves foldiers, and the boys in the ftreets mak- 
ing all their paftimes confift in imitating the men of arms, ~ 
and learning the difcipline of war. There was no need 
to force men to the field. No fooner was the king's in- 
tention to raife new forces divulged in the provinces, 
but thoufands came voluntarily and took up arms, choof- 
ing rather to feek honourable deaths in the toils and ha- 
zards of war, than to lead inglorious lives at home, in 
,the foft eiyoyments of peace. 

Thefe things appeared to me as certain prefages of the 
rifing greatnefs of this monarchy, and an evident fign 
that the French nation in this age fhall outdo their ancc- 
ftors in warlike deeds. 

The ftage of that bloody combat between the forces 
of the Duke of Bavaria and thofe under the command 
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of Marefchal Turenne, was Margenthelm. Since which 
there Ims been a more fierce encounter between the 
French and Impenallfts at Allerfheim ; wherein the 
former have recovered the honour they feemed to have 
loft in the Spring, owing much to the bravery of the 
Landgrave of Hefle-Caflel, who, with his regiments, had 
a confiderable ihare in the actions of this day ; and 
therefore he has been prefented with magnificent gifts by 
the queen-regent. The Bavarians loft in this battle 
above two thoulknd conunon foldiers, befides many offi- 
cers of note. On the French fide, the Dake of Enguien 
(who had newly joined his forces to thofe of Turenne), 
was wounded in ^the arm, with two other commanders. 
Monfieur Grammond was taken prifoner, but honouiably 
treated, and fent away with prefents by the Duke of 
Bavaria, together with inftruélions about a neutrality, 
who is exchanged for a German of equal quality. The 
French have alfo loft in this battle above a thouiand of 
the common foldiers ; fo that their vidory coft them 
dear. 

The Duke of Enguien, notwithftanding his wounds, 
marches on the next day with his army to Norlinghen, 
offering to that town a neutrality, and liberty for the gar- 
rifon to march out, which confifted of three hundred Ba- 
varians. But receiving a fierce anfwer from the gover- 
nor, he caufed the approaches to be made in order to an 
dTault, which was begun that very night, and a breach 
made in the walls ; upon which the inhabitants were for« 
ced to intercede with the duke, that there might be a 
cèfiation of violence tiU the n^xt morning, promifing that 
then the foldiers (hould furrender at difcretion ; which 
was done accordingly. 

There he tarried eight days tp refrelh his army. Then 
he marched to Dunkcnfpule, which was defended by a 



24 LETIERS WHITTEK BY Vol. III. 

^arrifon of five hundred Bavarians. He took this place 
by ftonn, yet gave quarter to the foldiers, who laid down 
their arms, and yielded themfelves prifonera. Leaving a 
garrifon of three hundred French in the town^ he remov- 
ed his forces toward Heilbnm. But in regard this place 
was defended by fifteen hundred men, he forbore to af- 
fault it, and only quartered his army in the neighbouring 
villages. 

Since that time, which was about the middle of the 
laft moon, there has been no cohfiderablc aélion between 
the French and the Germans. • Yet' thofe who pretend 
to be verfed in military affturs, laugh at the ill conduél 
of the Archduke Leopold, who, when he had the French 
Aiut op ITI' a narrow ilreight, through which it was im- 
poffible for them to pafs but by fingk files, negleétcd 
that opportunity to cut them off, deferring the vtàory 
(whereof he was tdo fecure) till the next day, by reafon 
of the prefent wearinefs of his foldicrs^ In the mean 
time, Turenne w^ith his whole army pafled the ilreight 
in the dead of the night, and came to Philipfburgh. 

This overfight of the general is much talked of, be- 
oaufe had he purfued his advantage he had not only en- 
tirely defeated the French, but in all probability falh'ng 
with the whole force of the empire on the Swedes, he 
had likewife vanquiihed them, and fo put an end to the 
war. But it feems as if the infcrutable Providence lad 
determined to infatuate the minds of the Germa:n9> and 
rcferve thofe two potent nations, their enemies, to- be a 
farther fcourge to the empire. 

Adieu, great guardian of the eterftàl monarchy, and 
believe Mahmut, when he foleihnly fwears by Mount Si- 
nai, and by the tenth night of the moon, that he adores 
thy confUmmate virtue and wifdom, which never fail 
thee in extremities. 

Paris, 8th of the 9tli Moon, of the Year 1645, 
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VIII. — To Cara Haly, a Phyjtcian, at Cònjlanùnopìc. 

1 AM weary of writing news of battles and fieges to 
the grandees, and I know thou feklòm troublcft thyfelf 
with the care of foreign tranfaétions. Befldet, I have no 
certain intelligence of moment to communicate. But I 
can acquaint thee with fomethlng more agreeable to thy 
ftudies and genius. 

Here is a man in this city who was not bom bh'nd» but 
•by fome ill hap loft the ufe of his eyes ;- yet nature feems 
to have recompenfed that misfortune in the exquifitenefs 
.of his feeling. Thou wouldeft.fay he carried eyes in 
:his fingers ends,, fince he diftinguiflies thofe things by 
his touch, which are the only proper objed:s of fight .-«^ 
Believe me, I think there can be no deceit or confeder»- 
.cy, whereby, he might blind others infbead of being fb 
ihimfelf. I faw him muffled up with a napkin, which co« 
vered all his face, then divers pieces of eaftern iilks, of 
various colours, were laid on the table before him. He 
felt them attentively, and toid us the colour of cacìi 
piece exaótly. I who was never aver credulous of 'extra- 
ordinary pretences, fufpeéUng .that either the finenefs of 
the linen which veiled his face might give him fome 
^impfe of the different colours, or that fome byftander, 
with appointed iigns, might inform him» caufed all the 
company to withdraw, except a learned dervife, who was 
intimate with me. We threw a thick v^vct mantle over 
his face which reached down to his navel, girding it' 
about his waiil, fo as to leave iiis arms at liberty. Theo 
I procured fmall (hreds of filks,. fuch as I could conceal 
in the palm of my hand ; thefe I caufed hifti to touch 
with bis fingers, brought up as high as his chin, fo that 
4t was inipolfible for him to fee them, had he had iIm aie 
of his eyes ; yet he made not the leaft miftake i^4hw fe* 
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vera! colours. Wc changed the ord^r of the filks, ai^ 
fometimcs gave. him the fame piece four or five times tQ- 
gelhcr ; yet» m {fton a» he had fislt it, he readHy told im 
it w^ tbe fdmQ ceiour, 

I t:eU tbee» O learned Haly» fiteh an uncommon expe- 
^rlmtot aSiarded me matter both of deHght and wondev. 
I conduiied from faeocefthat Hatuss h bo niggar4 in her 
gift», but fupplics the dcfcAs of one &n{c by the fupar- 
dbuadant accuracy of another. We aflced this blind 
■periboy By irliat diftin&ion he thus knew on« coIqut 
from aEtoduer without fthe help of his eyes ì He ww lidt 
abk t9 e3eprQ& iht patticulàr aanmar of this difcrimina^- 
ing fenfatioo ; but only told ns in general, that he iét 
-as much di&coice bc^WMn the red iilk and blaek, as he 
had fevmerly dona dosiag the ei^oyinent of bis eye^figbt 
faetirecn the filks of Periia and ihe fine linen of Europe» 
yniikkf thou kaoweft» are as di£Ferent to the touch as fine 
,pa|Mr and vellum. 

Thou that daily pryeft into the faculties of huncian bo- 
am, art beft able to judge whether this man's exeel- 
leney lay ia the tenuky and finenefs of his ficin, the fub- 
tilty of Us ipiritSy or ibme unufual, powei>ful, yet delicate 
energy of his foul, or whether it confitted in all thefe 
together. 

The éesmSe who was with me, feemed not much to ad- 
mire at this rare quaUty of the blind man ; telling me, 
xnoreosery that*about ten years ago, in his travels, he had 
fe^n a b^nd ftatuary at f'lavenccywlio imdertook to make 
ibe refeasblance of an iaoage in the diicf temple of that 
eiifcf , whiek he finiihed fi»-mnch to the life, tliat his work 
could no oth£Cwi£e be diftinguifhed from the originai 
thiS^n by the difference of the axateriala, «hat being ala- 
baftuft bùi white olaiTf which he fo tempered and iviouM- 
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c4 with bis ^OgflY» as be cpnlipually felt of thr Qthcry 
tli^t no Ijne^gient was left unes^pr^ifed* 

|nd^ed| wh^n I receded on our mut^s in the fer^glio, 
^d t^e unaccountable fagapky yrkh whicb they n^^re- 
hepd thofe wpnb wjiich thf?y never heard» I ceafed to h,c 
^furpnTed at ^hat I b%^ iee]i the blind map petform» ^t 
vhx the 4erv^e had f^d pf the ftatuary. I reoieniber i^ 
Sult^m Amur^ttU's tine there yr^ a mfite» io ^^irhqm the 
Grapd Senior took infinite ddight ; for^ befides ,a thon- 
fand pretty ge^ures and tricks with which (he ufed to di- 
vert th^t princiCylie often made her his fecretary, employ* 
vf^g her in writing lettera to his baflas ^nd othe»» whUft 
h^ did^ted to her by figns. Although (he could never 
in:eife the fpifnd of wor4s>.nor letter 9ny that. were arti- 
colite, yet I h^i^ feea her tranfcribe a whole jchapter iii 
the Alcor^a« containing a. hundred and ifveoty yerficksy 
in as fine a charaéier as the moft. celebrated (brills of the 
■.empire ; and when fhe had dqne» ^ould explain what ihe 
had tbi?s wijttef) by figns»whfch oaade it evident that Oofi 
Pf rfbffly undcrftoqd the Alc^nm^ 

Thefe are rare gifts, my friend ; f ct wp:e s^ the mutes 
educated with as much diligence ^d care as was Saque* 
da (fo (he was called), it is poffiblc they would attain to 
^gfo^er prrfiff^inn. I have been .tdd,. that her tutor, oae 
of the leamedeft men in Arabia, beftowed twenty years in 
teaching her this method of reading,^ underftanding, and 
wrifcing. 

Thi« pu^ me in.mipd of a m^n who was bred a Ma- 
l^opaet^, )>ut being taken captive by tlie French} ^« 
.bra^ftd ^ir religion, not in ìùji heart, but only in out- 
W2^ pv^fefi^n» W^^ I fii# ^V^^ to P^ris, I fell into 
i^ &f^^y ky ^9P^4^9^» f°4 underitaodiag that he w^ 
m ^jy&jc^»,, I dfifin?d tp ^jk him fomc flvelU^iBS, but l^c 
^^4mlb fi%Jiliit J b%4. .^Ifiiolt ,li^4 ^ m hqpes <|f 
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converfing with him ; till perceiving tbtt he moved hk 
lipsy and opened his mouth, as one that was talking, I 
offered him pen, ink, and paper, making figns to him, 
that I would gladly know his mind in writing. He ac* 
cordingly writ in Morefco, that he was ftruck deaf and 
dumb about eighteen years fince, telling me alfo the place 
of his nativity, and how he came hither ; I took the pen, 
and in the fame language exprelfed my compaifion X>f his 
misfortunes. When he faw that I underftood Morefco, 
lie writ again, iignifying to me, that if I opened my 
mouth wide at the pronouncitig of every fyOable, he 
could underiland my meaning by the poilure of my lips 
and tongue. I found his words true, to my no fmall ad* 
miration ; for he would write down what I had faid. We 
converfed together often ; and at length I procured htt 
efcapc in the retinue of a Chiaus that was returning from 
hence to Conftantinople. 

I befeech the wife Architedl: of nature, and Repairer 
of human defeóls, either to continue to us the ufc of our 
fenfes, or to fupply that want by fome fuperlativc en- 
dowments of the mind. 

Paris, aoth of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1645. 



lX.—to\JsLVHyBqfa. 

X Hou wilt fay I am unmindful of my duty in not con- 
gratulating thy new honour before this ; and that I for- 
get the good offices which formerly pafied between us 
in the feraglio. I tell th«e, my obligations are infinitJie, 
not only to thee, but to many ethers of my friends at 
the Porte : It is irnpoffible for me to acquit tayfelf of 
i^ many ettgagcthents. As for the dignity* to which the 
6ihan ha» ratifed %htt, I received the^ firft oiewe of it 
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wkUn thefe fourteen days; and «I- dare affirm, that 
none of thy friends, or of thofe whofe dependence is on 
thee, could with greater complacency behold thee vefted 
4jy our moft auguft emperor, than I read the letter which 
conveyed to me this welcome intelligenòe. 

JLong mayeft thou lite to enjoy the bleifings which thy * 
good fortune has heaped on thee. Yet I counfcl thee to 
enjoy them fo, as not to forget thou mud die. -Let not 
thè grandeur of thy ftation render thee proud and wil- 
ful ; but remember, when thou art f unrounded with a 
crowd of adoring fuppliants, thardeath ihall level thee 
with the meaneft of thy flaves. Thus the ancient philo-. 
fophers fpared notato perform the office of monitors to 
their kings and princes ; and I hope, thou wilt not take 
in ill part the wholefome advice of M^hmqt, who dif- 
eovers a temper void of hypocrify, in the freedom he 
affumes. If thou giveft car to flj^itterers, they willcom- 
pliment thee to thy ruin ; and when thou actonthe brink 
of a prdsipide, they will perfuad? thee there is no. danger,* 
though, if thou goefl on, they know thy fall is inevit- 
able. They will pride themfelves 'in. the dexterity of 
their malice, and infult over thee with fcoriiful farcafms, 
whom not long ago they idolized. 

The eminent command thou haft, requires thy.fre« 
quent prefence in the fovéreign . divan ;' and . that thou 
mayeft not fit there only; as an auditor of other men's 
counfels, and incapable of making one in the number of 
thofe who become remarkable by their orations, or re* 
ports of foreign events, I will now entertain tHec with 
fome paifages which have happened in Europe lince the 
beginning of this year, whereof the other bafias may 
. poifibly be ignorant. . . ; 

The diet of Francfort, which had continued for thijee 
years, was difiblved on the 12th of the 4th mpon». Tbi»^ 
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niay be kiiown at the Porte, ^^ife they remam fti-atigef» 
to the reafdn of it. There are a fort of ChriftfahS lil 
Ger marly; \Vhom they call Evarigelfcs. Thefe are òppo- 
fite to the Roihaii church, both in feligibn and intéretl { 
and their caufe is chiefly efpoiifed by thè Diikes of Saxón^ 
ahd Brandenburg. It was lo comply with thefe that 
ah atìembfy \Và's appointed àt Ofnaburg ; but the eni- 
peror ahd the Cathóhcs were either for continuing that 
at Francfort, or tranfiatihg it to Muhfler. Whflfe thè 
€Ónténaing parties were bickering and ftriving to gàìil 
their feveral ends/ ^é cjejputy of the Cuke of fiavaria, 
tired out with luch intolerable delays, departed frórti 
Francfort, whom the reft of the deputies fellówètì, And^ 
thts thou ihàyeil report for the Irùé occàfioh of tfié ditìo* 
iution of that diet. . • ' 

Thus, al ih^ Beginfirng of Ae year, tlie àilpùies wtiica' 
thefe ihfideJs ralfed about {à/e-còndù&, exaftncfs of titles, 
jpriorily of àdàrèfs, and niany other vain punftilioS, hitì* 
dtrcd them fjrom coming to any conctufion aboUt à p^acé, 
which was the pnncipàl cahfé pf tliéif sÉcmfeling. And 
this is a fòlìy peculiar to the ìf^àzarehés, tKat in all pub» 
flc allemtUcs tlié very' ftrchgth and' vitals of Ùielr coud- 
fels are ijpent.in a vain acìjulling of empty beréniònles. 

It Ts crcdiblif reported heVe, that the King of Poland 
carneftly Iblic&ès a match i^itli Queen Chndina of dwede- 
laiid^ l)ut lias not hitherto had any politivc anfwer,^ or 
cffcSed any thing, in it. In the fecònd moon oF thi* 
year, ihSt qùèéìi fent an àmbaftkdor, to give the King of 
Poland '^h account, ''.that fhé had taken the government 
iìpón her. Wtiue tie tarried' in^thé eolith court, there" 
u^èr(é riot wanting fiich, as by* the kiiig^s order, ^ftéd his 
ii^lination, in reference, to this affair, tì i^s propbred 
to him that 'tliis niatcli would lac a happy occafion to 
urittc the* two kingdoms In a firm ànà cturablé l'ca^ùc ;' 
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that the evangelics in Poland would be much eafied there" 
by ; that Uladiflaus was not much decayed in his natural 
vigour ; that Swedeland might in the mean while be'go- 
Temed by tke council, with many other propofals and 
encourag^ements to this purpofe ; among which I mufl: 
not omity that it waft fuggeltedy how eafy it woidd be 
for two fuck potent crowns, in conjundiion, not only to 
humble the Gkntmnsy but alfo to put a (lop to the vie- 
torioue arms of the Ottoman empire. But dl this came 
to nothing, that wary queen fufpeAing that there was a 
deeper defign in the courtHiip of this old fox ; and that 
by fuch a match> the kingdom of Swedeland, in default 
of the i&xc royal, mighi be fubjeéled to a foreign crown. 

KoWeter, k is «afy to appt^ehehd ftom this, that if 
^ Poles miKntain at ftcfoat Xhtk accord with the Sob- 
lime Porte^ k ùfàt wàkit èf ftntngtll to break it ; arid 
that tiiey only wisit ah opjcHtunfty to tnàke fome pirftetit 
afid'ftrm idliàtact» iAnch may {eieond the eefigirs formed 
by that court againft the firft .throat oh «Mth, Whereof 
Aou art òtkt of the pritic^al j^ifiiftirs. 

Remaiti fytk in thy ftattoh, and let neither \ht lem- 
^fts cS ir»i «or the coAitdfions of ftate, which are the 
too frequeol ptoduAt of peace, ftakt thy coiifhmc)r.- 
Blit ab«tt lA, fyÈtf i^òt thy inlaegnty, which is the b«fi$ 
of idl yAttiitw, to %e iHìdertlÉfBeé by liribes. 

K thjon foBéweft t&is toonfel, God mA his Pfophet 
iiafi dftablifh thee, afl men will honour thee, thy fore* 
teign filali exalt thee, and Mdbmtit will rejoice to fee 
Uni in time become the atlas of the eternal empire. 

Paris, 5th of the zoth Mood, of the Year 1645. 
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X« — ^0 IcHiNGi Cap' Oglani, Preceptor to the Royal 
Pages of the Seraglio. 

1 HEUE is a vaft difference between thy letter apd that 
of Shaihim Iftham. He is eloquent in the acknowledge 
ment of his crime, thou rhetorical in thy own juftifica- 
tion. Thou hail plundered Demofthenc» and Cicero, 
and robbed them of all the flowers and tropes of oratory, 
to drefs up a faint, lifclefs excufe. Such an artificial a- 
pology, inftead of cancelling, heightens thy offence. It 
might have procured* thee the applaufe of the academy ; 
but it come» fhort of giving me fatisfadion for the in- 
juries I have received at thy hahds ; I have reafon to 
cfteem them fuch, becaufe fo dtfigoed, although they 
took no cffe£l ; for wrongs of this kind ought to be 
meafured by the • intentipn of the author, iu>t by their 
iuccefs. The mioiilers of the djivan will hardly be pre- 
vailed to fufpe£i Mahmut,. who ha« given fubdantial 
pi oofs of his fidelity. 

Tell rae, in the name of God and Mahomet, .what 
was the motive that induced thee to fiander me ? Where- 
in have I merited this perfecution at thy hands? It could 
not be revenge, becaufe I never gave thee occafion, un- 
lefs thou ftill retainefi: a grudge on tlie fcore of my iludy- 
ing in the academies ; and that at my return from Paler- 
mo, thou wert not able to expofe me in the prefence of 
the mufti, in any point of language or learning. But I 
had rather charitably believe it was thy ambition, not thy 
malice^ which gave birth to thofe calumnies thou haft, 
vented againft me. Thou enviefl me the honour of ferv- 
ing the Grand. Signior in this ftation, thinking thyfelf 
capable of difcharging this ofiiae more fuccefsfully than 
Màhmut. I cenfure not thy abilities, but I think it is 
bcft &r every man to be content with his own condition, 
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fince deftiny diftributcs the employmentt of the woHd a- 
mong men, by rules into i^hich we cannot penetrate* 

Thou art matter of the French tongue ; but doft tho» 
think that. a complete qiialificatiqn for a tpzn in my poll? 
Art thou fit to converfe ia the court of a foreign prince» 
who canft not govern thy tongue in that of thy na(tive 
fbvereign ? Thou art yet to learn a courtier's maftar- 
piece» which is, to diiTemble- even the ncceflary art of 
diUimulation ;. that is, as the Arabians fay,- ** To have 
» veil upon a ' veil j" or, as the Italians, . " To. have a 
ma(k with a natural fac&bn theoutfide.'-' Thou, art £» 
£àt from this, that, thou canft not yet draw perfe£Uy the 
firii rough llrokes of a counterfeit*. 

Tofpeak plain, hadft thou by any artificial feigning 
of friendfhip to me, made way to infinuate thy ftory in- 
to the belief of the grandees, thou mighteft haye praifed 
me to my ruin. But to go rbluntly to work, without pre- 
ventive encomiums, difcovered at once the- weakneOi of 
thy judgment,, and the. ftrength of thy ,paffion ; giving 
the nuniflers occafion.to think there was- lefs of truth» 
than of defìgn inthy accufations.^ 

For the future, I- advife thee. to mind thy books and 
fcholars, and* meddle not with Mahmut, whofc buiinefii' 
is^ to ftudy men, Adieu^ . 

Barift« 5th of Ove lOti^ Moc^, of tbe Year 1645: ' 
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vV iTri extreme joy I have.r^eived the certain neiwrs of 
die taking of Canea by the invincible Ottoman arms* 

I muft confefs, whea I firft apprehended the.inten* 
tions of Sultan Ibrahim, to make war with th^ republic 
tf. Venice». I was apt to hearkài talbme thÌ0kÌAg;^m^i 
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In th?8( cóWt, Whfò, haldtig thlefr' obfètVàtións of the Tid- 
Un'fiteMèìng hftnfclf in femjìlé pleaftrcs, tohjeftured 
fiiòtti thi^mjé (is by à Cóinttìob rule) tliat he i^ould not 
)ià>^b dffcò'ieréd fìCich a: ftiàitM am) ad^re fpifit, fn aff^rt- 
it^g thc'ìtóTfib'iir'of the Ottortiàh e'mpiVè, Hi^ diittctòta 
tòncé^h'g tes défigàs, even to the vèrjr fcscc^ititìh ójf then*, 
fiÀB ftruék à (!bl% fhto aS tte eóért^ in Europe» infomaéh 
i&ttàriift^Màzà'rrnl this day tòld the ^tìéèrt tegè'nt, thjit 
fcé de^Ated'ieft SùTtan Ibrahim Would proife another Jii- 
hiné èrùttis, w^o b^ng the h^phéw bf l'afqmn* oiiè òf 
tiie ^Wtóti^e kingé óf É.ófn*é for i6m yèàté, còunt^i^- 
^dtéà ^t 'ejAAòrdinà'iy feifiplicity and \vcàkh<èft óf Qjiril ; 
but having privately fécufèd a faÀiòn to h!^ own intè- 
i%ft8> bjr popular art», he, tó g-am thè Tovèfeignty, changed 
t)^e fóiin òf g'ovérhmeht, procured himfèlf to be matdb 
tronfili, àhd difcoyered à genius, furpad^ng m potièy ahd 
Aiàlttìi'éj^cf^ent aft his predeceftere, 

ihiotfgh tRé cardinale có'mpa'rifòh be difpropbttiohat^c 
^ te gtiahd^tir of ihé foVèféig^ etóp'efòr of the i;^orid, 
-4frhb càiinòt wilhbuf a vaft injury bé póftpbtfed in virtue, 
wiTdom, or power, as à fecond Òr imitaìor of àny pYittcfe 
tipbh earth j yét thè cha'ràQér hòìdà góòd in the main« 
Ihàtiié has titnéiy and ftiàtdfély diàcmblèd th'e nfi'oft fu- 
blime abflities and endowments a fóVéVei^h prui'dfe ià Ca- 
pable of, rendèir^g^i^y fnèi eiTéihì^è legare ttìà dire- 
liefs;.till at length all thofe illuftrìous attributes exert 
themfelves on a fudden, breaking forth like the fun finom 
ofti ébSpfir^ «t oàòe dgmSng .the àioauihéd'wMd, tàCd 
foiprifing the enemies of the Ottoman empire, in the 
fluinWrs wliict prbcecdéà from the Contempt òf * his 6»- 
oreiimajeny. ., 

i thought indeed once that the Ven^étiana ^6)làà haft 
ieen in a c'ondTtron to have faced tìié OUbinah navy, a^ii 
làpùtéd their farther prbgr elfi on Ùit feat; I ixj^&Sà. 
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Ac Itft tfcfti tibat tìicy worfd hare made fon» h'ulfttig at- 
tcttiptg <m tht ffle* of tht Ardhipdago; that they woxild 
have tnterc^d the HcTlc^t» hraved the Batdàfielìs, aird 
feffing forward >«oà!d haire Mocked up the Ottotttóh *avf 
ift the Pfbpcratts, ot driveti thtrth mto the Etndne fca tòt 
fhtìter. Atìd ^o conld hate thought oflierwifc, had 
they been provided f&r a "war ? But oixr fagé empero*, by 
ftcrecy, t^hf ch it the very foiJ Of all great imdcrtakings, 
fete anticipated their very fear», and leaped upon tìiè ptey 
While the k<?^ei^ vPtrt afteép. 

Had the àirìftian prmeet andftates laid afide theft 
private prcmAiho» aiid arnn^dStiés, trhétì (ht Venetianl 
firft made their apphtattoti to them for al6ftance, h might 
have proved a doàbtfid uvar. But ihftead of gentroufly 
tmiting tfxctr fbrcres in tht common ddfencc of ChrSttiw 
dom^ they btgan to <fividc their ititercfts atitl hearts out 
&oln anothier, aind that upon th« varneft motives in the 
troiid, one ftate lEfputing with another abotrt ptecedenc^ 
ci poftè ih the atmy> \Aich proceeded to thaft hdght, p 
to frufhatte the main .defi^n ; for the pope himfcif at hft : 
h forced to raife the grcatcft aids the ftate of Venice att 
H:e to ha^, Joining his galleys \9ith theirs, and fcndmg : 
si thbufand foi^t On board at hi6 own cofL 

Vhvit dote dhrine providence, out of the difcOrds of 
-(%riftiaii pHofc^e^y dravi^ x>cca&(m« to enhrge the facred 
tn^jitie of the mniTulmand^ a^d to fpreadtbe Ottoxi^an 
tonquefts over the weftern worid. 

Paris, 20th of the nth Moob, cf the Year 1645* 
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Xll. — To the Magnificent and Redoubtable ViSica Azbm» 

«appears Aat tite ^Quceu of TVauee is very fadolgtìit 
^ ber |[^dRbrab|.1uè«ÌDg tdSnA hoiJit Ate Dtdoe dP SSn^gtiieiDùi 
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fiom the tofls of waiy This prince negle6Ung the wounds 
he received in the battle of Aller(heim, not many day» 
after fell into a violent feyer, fo that he was carried in a 
horfe litter to Phibpfburg, with ho fmall danger of his 
life. As foon as he recovered his health, he was com- 
manded to return to France, and the charge of the whole 
army committed to Marefchal Turennci 

Such tendernefs is never (bowed to the invincible Otto- 
. Bian generals,, neither would they efteem it a favour, but 
a difgrace. When they go to the wars, they make no 
underhand leagues^ with the elements to fpare their bo- 
^es, but are refolved to combat with cold, heat, hunger,, 
thiril, and all the hardfhips to which foldiers are liable, 
as well as with- the fwords of their enemies. They take 
DO other armour againil the rigorous frofts of a Ruffian 
winter, or the fcorching fands of a Perfian fummer, but 
an unfhaken refolution, an invincible patience, and a 
mind incapable of bowing under the worft misfortunes. 
They are not angry with . the weapons of their ad ver- 
- faries, when they carve in their limbs the marks of an 
honour which will far outlaft the ' pain of their wounds, 
and in their iklh hew deep charaders of an immortal 
feme, and a renown which (hall know no period. They 
are not pariimonious of their blood, .but court their ene- 
mies to fpill it on the ground, from vvhence it will fpring 
up in laurels and wreaths^ to crown them with triumphs 
and glory lyhllft they live, and to fweetcn their memory 
with the praife of future generations. 

Thus, magnanlmotis "Vlfier, do the muffulman heroes, 
tìi^ props of the fir ft empire» manifeft their coun^e, ia 
defying of dangers and wounds, and fcorning to capi- 
* tulàte with fortune, for eafe and exemption from death. 
They know, that when they march againil the infidel^ 
À Ì9 ia;viad]fiùon^o£tjbe eternalì^oity y^ aud. thereforci ior- 



Book I. A SPY AT PARIS. 37 

ftcad of endeavouriag to (hun, they court a death fo glo 
nous, as that which wiil immediately tranfport them to 
tlie bofom of our holy Prophet, and to the inexpreffible 
4eli;thts of the gardens of Eden. Where this truth is 
firmly rooted, there is no room for fear to plant itfelf. 
But the cafe is otherwife with infidels, who blafpheme 
that purefl undivided effence* They affert and believe a 
plurality of gods, and therefore, in time of danger, a» 
mongfl fo many deities, they know not whom to ad* 
drefs, or whom to confide in. The apprehenfion of death 
is terrible to them, whofe hope is only in this- life; 
whofe confclences are (taiiied with a thoufand pollutions, 
and yet renounce the very method of being clean ; who 
not only err themfelves, but by their evil example and 
influence (for I fpeak of the princes and great ones) 9 
draw innumerable after them, to taile of the tree Zacon» 
which grows in the middle of hell. 

People fpeak variouily of the Duke of Enguien's eoa* 
dud. in the battle of AUerfheim. His creatures extol 
his valour and experience with hyperboles, whilft his 
enemies endeavour to leflien his reputation* Some fay, 
he owes his revocation to the queen's diflike ; others at- 
tribute it to the extraordinary concern (he has for his 
health. But fuch as would be eiteemed the wifer fort» 
fay his return is vohmtary, and fought by himfelf, fconv> 
ing to hold his commiffion any longer at the pleafure of 
Cardinal Mazarini, who, it is thought^ firft procured ^him 
this employment, only to have him out of the way, and 
take off his application from the domeflic affiiirs of 
France. Thefe are the difcourfes of the people at prcf 
fent, who yet perhaps may change their opinions before 
the fun goes down. They will always be cenfiiring aaf 
defcanting on the aétions of their fuperiors ; few being 
.willing^ to. think their tongiieswcre giteii ibsoLtQ lie 
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fdk. It h bat à Httlc mrtnfcer, but often doc« gi-éat itófA 
èhicf by its aftivity. Orrc of tht antricirtg ga*vc ut) gobd 
charaaer of it, \^en he calfcd it a éa»mt)Vi, Ytt T*Hé aW 
hot bound tb believe all that the phttefb|*tii5 fald. JEfop 
gave the tnoft impartial acéotittt t)f this mcAibef', ^eti 
he faid «« It was the beft, zni the vrt)rft." Sotnctiihts t 
fit Hthit matiy hoort together, not fbt wafit ùtc^rtì'ps^ 
»y {foi' hìire 13 a glitt t)f that in this populous tity) i 
irot bccaufc I ktrow not t^rltót to fay (fot- I cotdd l^eak 
a great deal more than it is fit for others to hear), but 
4hàt I tnay ftu'dy wi\h iis& interfupttón ho^ to fttve m^ 
great toafter ; for rtiuth talking enervates the jadgttitfftt^ 
and evapólttcs tht iftirfd into aiy. Be^deB, by thw prac-* 
trfitig filence in pVlvàte, I learn the art of reftraihihg rfty 
^*ùrd8 iti p/AHfc, When ft is reqtiffite to ptottcdte th^ tttAt 
ttt which I aim. It h not fóV a man in my ftatiott to bt 
open and talkative, but to diftingùifh perfòhTS «irt^ fta- 
Ib^Ts ; to uttderèand thre dMe 'ftop^-and àd^^cts of my 
^ttfttgMt ; fóteietirififés to fa';jr much m a Kttfe, at òthtv tftfle« 
t^ fay little or «othing at att ; bm eVer fb to l^àk, «^ 
«fot to hy myfiif naktd to the hearers ; ytt to fe^m 4. 
Vièry ffairtk, open-heatted fnatì, in \^hàt 1 dHtotiVfc of* 

I i^dM nfOt h^vc thte ctMàìuéé fróm^^at I hare faid, , 
AatxMàtóntfe tìfes àny rcféiVfe to thè tónjfetìf^ of the di- 
idihf who ate mities èf fciente and ivffdóift, arrd t^ti taffly 
€ift:ern thè heart throìagh the mòft àrtiffciaì vefl of wbnb. - 
Btft it Ì8 abfólutdy ntceffaty far me tó tife difTrihxdatroft. 
fA thié totnt, fetttóng Aiany ttoiéé fgftttrSnt of wìiàt 1 
rtaHy kùov^, that t.may tìot te thought tò knt>w mort 
tìiati ùàf wduM havè me* 1 ^as fte^er yet fo ind!fdrect 
idi ta pcWifli atiy Secret that Vaè comrtiittèd to my 
t^i^, tdieteb^ I ìa^ift "^ìtièA p-eat òofn&M(± i^h 
^itiéii wfiò ddij^t to tmbbfófh theìr inttUi^ni^. Tixèy 
^tém «tié te tiita^tX ìhttfjAtfftttàBttbbt 
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Thaa -^m I made privy tt> many inhtguèB of the gran- 
clecs, and a repófitory of tJrt eottrt new» ; whflft they whit 
jptr in Mahthut'tf ear v^at h tranfaded in the royal bed- 
chaà^ièrSy and prNate apaitments* 

By this means I came acquainted ^^h ah amour of Caf • 
d!nal MazamS, which is knot«to bm to a few. This mi- 
nifter has none of the \)7orft faé^^, and a ^oportioft- 
ate elegance in his fhape ; much addid^ alfo to the love 
of womien ; yet ht manajeà hié intrigues with that caù- 
tion and privacy, as not to exfrbfe the honour of his fune* 
don. AtttOng the teft, he had ftequeAt accefs to the cham- 
ber of a certain counters dowager, her hufband being lately 
deceafed. TliJs was not tarried fb privately bttt it was 
whifpered aboirt, that a maà wa^ feén pYten to corme out 
of this lady*i3 chamber à little before day ; but nobody 
itatw who It Vi^as ffor the cardinal went difgtrifed). At 
laft it camfc to thè queen's ear, v^o wa» rtf(rf!ved ta nA- 
Wivel this intrigue. She ca^ifed fyids to be placed at a 
convenient diftat^Ce froto tht lady's cha!mber-door, whidi 
opened in a gaHery of the ro^al palace, with orders to 
trace hnn home. That night thfc defighed watch was 
ifirft fct ; it fonutoed that the cardinal being in the cottntp 
efs's chamber, her maid, who was privy to this amou^, 
overheard théfe fpiea talking to ^ch other concerning 
Iter hiàfy which madte her ìnoré attetftivc (being ih a 
• pbce where ibe could not be fcfen), tffl at lehg^h fee piale- 
ly dìfcòvfered thiat they lay in wait to find out who it Ma 
"àiàt ^ad been fe^en coming t>nt of the chamber. She 
^ckly acquahits the countefe w^ this ntiivs. She toh-^ 
hits the cardinal tvbat waà beft to bfe dbnt to aitòid diìt 
toaTdty. in iJhe, it was agreed bttWecta thfem» that tbc 
fcò'Ohrdft fhoùtì ptìt on thte caVdihaflP* 'difSguife, and he *a 
ttft of her cloiiies i that Ittt VxoiAd gd ott at the ufiUd 
bds^ tiìÉ yi'^tei^^ebt^ aha ^Mia tòe^^tàcm i that SA» 
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amined, (he (hould pretend this dlfguife was to gTuird her 
frop the rude attempts of men, who. If they found à la- 
dy alone in the night-time, would not fail to offer fome 
incivlhties ; that foon after her departure, the cardinal 
fliould go forth in her drefs, and fhift for himfelf. This- 
was performed accordingly. The countefs walked into the 
gardens In the cardinal's difgulfe, followed by the fpics, 
whilil he goes to an Intimate friend's houfe, an Italian,, 
whofe fortune depended on this miniiler, and changes his 
female accoutrements for the proper apparel of his fcx.. 
— The countefs having walked about half an hour in 
the gardea, was feized on by. fome of the guards,- under 
fufpiclon of /ome ill defign. She. was carried before the 
queen, and examined ; (he then difcovered heifelf, beg- 
ging the queen's pardon ; and telling her, that a particu- 
lar devotion had. obliged her to take that courfe for fede- 
rai mornings ; but if it. offended her majeily, fhe would' 
hold hcrfelf difpenfed with,, and would forbear.. The 
queen feeming fatisfied with this anfwer,.difmifled her. 
Thus the amours of the cardinal and. the couptefs remain- 
ed a fecret ; and there are but three perfons befides them- 
felves that know any thing of it^^.^n^ong which Mahmut 
is one- . 

Thou feeft^ Uludrious mim'iler, that the reputation . of' 
my fecrecy has gamed me the confidence of one of the 
cardinal's, privadoes ^ for I had this relation &om the Ita-, 
• lian^ whom I mentioned, at whofe houCe the cardinal 
. changed his dlfguife.. I am not without hopes, by the 
pnident management of this dlfcpveryj^ to penetrate far- 
ther into^ the cout^ intrigues jfor he ^hat told me this 
ftory, t:onfidered not, that he m^e me tiiereby mailer of 
his fortune; and that it is no longer fafe for him to deny 
me any inteUigence I require of hip^ . He hs^s put a key 
lata my hand which.will, ogen his breaA at iny pka£urc.« 
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Yét I need not magiflerially claim difcpveries from 
him, 35 the only conditions on which he is to expcÀ my 
concealing what he has already difclofed. There is a 
more dexterous and ferviceable way to become his con- 
feffor, withoirt fuch an ungrateful infult ; whilft with a 
well-aded candour, I feign a relation of fuch things as I 
fufped, yet cannot be certain are true, till attefted by 
himfelf, profeffing at the fame time not to believe thofe 
pretended reports I heard. If I fhall be fo happy as to 
do any effedtual fcrvice to the Grand Signior by this en- 
gagement, it will anfwer my ends, and I fhall not repent 
of my craft. 

Mahmut falutes thee, fovereign Bafla, in the humbleft 
pqi^ure of adoration, lying pròftraté on the ground,! in 
coQtemplation of thy grandeur, befeeching. Gkkl thai he. 
would ^nt this £ivour to thee, to live hs^pily, and to 
dieinthyb^d, 

Paris, aoth of the iith Moon, of the Year 1645. 



XIII. — To Egri Boynou,.^ White Eunuch. 

•L Hou giveft me abundant pi:oofs of thy afieóUon and 
fijeodihip, in frankly telling, me wbat they fay oi-i^zkr 
nut in the feraglio. I do not e^pc6t to be free from 
ceofure ; and am fo £ar from being difcouraged at the 
obloquies fome men fallen on me, that it adds to my com. 
^^rt ; it being an aifured mark off innocence to be tradu. 
ced. I am not defirous that the Arabian proverb (hould 
be verified in me, which fays, " That he deferves no 
man's good word, of whom all men fpeak 4vell." I 
dread to be popular at fuch a price ; and will rather 
court the flanders of the envious, by a ftedfaft perfevcr- 
fnce in my duty, than lay a train for the compliments of 
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flatterers ^7 favounng fedidcm. Thou kaoweft what 
reafon I have to (ay thvB ^ there needs no mtet^ter be- 
tween us. Though the black eunuch has recanted his 
a(perfions> yet there are others who j^erfift in their ma* 
Ike ; and it will be difficult for the mafter of the poges, 
liith his beil rhetoric» to exempt liimfelf from the nuni« 
ber. 

I have received both their apologte^i and have anfwer- 
od them* I wifh they Woidd inform this vice ; not fo 
mnch for my fake, who am proof againft their àCGuf&<» 
tioasy as Bot their own ; for the injury they intended to 
do me, will redound moft to themfelves. Mifciry ia ofe 
h&h that perfecoteth his neighbour. 

Be tfaot is «lercifttl and graoiotts, who ka^ kpmàiéd 
dit brightKcTs of Ùtìt àk^fytmt^ obfdUlSty of ^e fii^r 
ditfehdboth theé and we ftom the iÉiSÙké ^ whi%4Èt«l<^,r 
from the enchantments of wizards, and fuéh aS breathe 
thrice upon the knot of the triple cord. 

Paris, 20th of the iith Moon, of the Year 1645, 



XIV. — Tq MvstapYia, Berber JÌga. 

T^éu i^ lat^ a^ èie h^pO^i^ ^ fòly of tftte Nlk^ 
aS^iH^es, v^\m thoè ASit kiibw the a¥tick^ a^e^d nf&k 
>e!tween the £}é^r of Sat«n^y, atad Kt^ngfmarrk) t^ 
of t!te Swièdifli gehehij*, ^oii thè 27th of the 8th moott. 

^t SAvìédès had'prevsriké oh the fon vH the eléAof 
to intei*ccde with his father foi* a trute ; but the old dufcè 
Would hot hearken to any thmg of that nature, till Tor- 
àenfoii gave ofdtri tb thte S^c^fti army in thbfe paits, 
^at they fhòtiH opprets the eleftor's fnÀjeas, by eka^- 
ihg from theitt unrtaConable ta*es and conttibutions ; an5 
that they ftrouM lay deTolate all the tomitrics about Dirf* 
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dèli, it théf refdfed to paf i^hàt yirii detnanéfcd of ^m. 
Aoèofdftìgly they tm^ a càM&y >i^k<h commando a 
hrgc raHey erf" mieadowS dtid coftì-fieW». 'tht SWedies 
btirnt tlie còri on the ^roUind^ led aWfty the pftlfants cep- 
tiTtff^ amd detiidtiOledi itiaity toWn« and v^gés; yet fìot 
withoat fbihe l(^is on their fidi?) fof the Satbtis one 
night ftole upt>n thfeih i^hflethcy were fecurély flceping, 
ahd flew an hundred and tw^enty, taking above three hun- 
dred prifoners^ Tbak who were left in |y^fi«ffion of the 
cafiiey met v^ith tto l>etter ibrtane $ béin{ €Oh)peHéd in a 
few dayi to furrenéer Aid theii^ flew cdhqueft, wth fìté 
e^gfis, and a hnndred ^d My ^rtfx^nersy Vrhich Wex^ all 
carried ki trìm»]^ t& DwÙóitTu 

OnawiMìld Have ^ì%h« tbbt tH^ fytccSts MfM 
^n eóàtonie^^Ée ek€^ sb tim a^£$fièn ik IradidÉéftdf 
eMèilV^ £&¥ « imtj ; tbat M WtOùid ralthef have p^^ 
^ ^ ^géM- tomnè ivìùi iiftMd> e^edà% when,« by èn^ 
fréSftg Mo arpti>#al« feftett tl^ty v^U tfiè 8wcdc*i !rtf. 
A^ft^eate ^lè à'gréat Aifpictèìà té the afiembly of tfié 
deputies ; but the old duke doted j and what neither the 
i^tpdltai • iia^dkmk^ éf M» ibh, ìH^ì^ tH^ ct^msntii^ rava* 
gM il^hiè^ Oefl&al ]&»hi^6^litk ihade in his ^Ètrnitoriesé 
eMA {)fd&iiit ft^otaci h^» thkt he ghtnted to thè tìtatmi 

The cledior*8 fon adhering much to tht Slrediih tntes. 
rtft) anid findm^ àH other' fneané ineflFeatni to t]^%e his 
ikew ^a»dB, ft -v^sr agrbfd tspbn bétweta Mtn aiid Kò& 
Afegfe^ark, that he (honld at Icaft i!>erfeade hi* father ttt 
a frncè of i few days ; tlMit dnrlng HfhiS céffatSsn of ahns» 
the foil fttould invhe his father to a banquet, ^hferc Ko- 
ii^imark fhotaM bfe pi^ftnt, with fofné of the prirrcffral 
^^^9H m Ms army. Afl this fticceedtd afcdording t3 
tto wiSiVs. The gbod old man coh&nted to a céffai 
fifeh é£ arni«, abd to give Koningfmark H ifeettiiig at Wl 
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fon's banquets The Gennim gallantry-y and indeed that 
(^ all North Etfrope» confifts much in their excef&ve 
drinking ; he is efteemed the moil polite man who can 
hear moft wine, with leaft alteration of hia temper. 'Thia 
they call Carouling. The fon had provided plenty of 
thofe wines which grow on the banks < of the Rhine, 
eiteemed the wholefomeft and moil delicious of all thcfe 
part^. It is not neceifary to repeat particulady their firfl 
falutes and addreifea : both parties ieenicd emulous to ex- 
ceed in civilities; they fcll^io their wine with freedom and 
mirths after the manner of the country. When In the 
itiidfl of their glafles, whilft the heart of the old duke 
was elevated with the juice of. the' grape» came into the 
room., a tall perfbnage all in armour^ and making kis 
obeifanc^ /|o tl^e company, df^vered a letter tp General 
KWi^^^^k» 7hci general having received 4t, the ilraii» 
ger wa8,rÌQti$e4: by.the de^or's fon. to fit. down w^^- 
them. He was ma^er of t)ie feaft^and.oi^y Koningf-^ 
mark and the Granger, befides himfelf, Vere privy tp tke 
intrigue. 

.. The ftran^r unbuc|ding his helmet, and putting il> off 
(for aH the reft of the company were uncovered) it be* 
ing the hotted day in all the fummer), difcovereda face, 
and hair, much like one of thofe nymphs defciibed by 
poets and painters. 

The duke could not withdraw his eyes from this fur- 
prizing beauty, nor fix his roving thoughts : Sometimes 
it put him in mind of Ganymede, the difcarded minion 
of Jupiter ; but Ganymede was never feen in armour. 
Then he thought of Adonis, then of the Babylonian Py- 
ramus, the Indian Atys. In fine, he run over all the 
celebrated youths ,of the eaft, to match the beauty of 
this illuilrious flranger. He drank and gazed, whilfl 
Us fon and Koningfmark were pleafed to fee the bait 
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take. From nuninaung on our lex, he paffed to diat of 
women ( and remexftbering, that in fome fonoer battles 
between the Swedes and Germaasr feveial bdies had dif- 
gulfed themfelves in armour^ and followed Genesal Tor- 
ftenfon to the field, he concluded preCeBtiy, that this 
' ipas fome beautifol femitfe of Swedeland. 

This thought pot the old duke into a |deafant fit of 
raillery^ yet not without fome mixture of paflioii for this 
lovdy heroiiie» There was fomething fo peculiarly grace- 
ful In all her carriage >and addrefs, as charmed the elec- 
tor's heart. The women in thofe parts of Europe are 
not fo precife in their converfation with men as in the 
caft ; and it is a great point of education, fo to adjuft 
tl» punétilios'of their department, as neither to appear 
too open^ nor to& refcrved. >ThÌ8 was her mafterpiece ; 
for flie fo equally divided the parts fhe was to aé^, both of 
a maid and a foldier, that neither entrenched on the other, 
but (he acquitted herfelf with exquifite honour and gal- 
lantry. 

The next day after tlie banquet, the fon renewed his 
mcdiatioa for a treaty, but the elei6tor feemed cold. All 
his thottglits were bufied in< ruminating on his hir enemy. 

Not to detain thee longer in expeéìation of the iffue, 
thelfefe of- this~ young Amaaon- had* taken fo deep root 
in his heart, that he would grant nothing but for her 
bke^ neither could he- deny any thing which (he defired» 
Thu^ by this ftrau^gem^ ttiey^accompHihed their aims, 
and he> condefcended to a treaty, after fourteen f days 
' debate on the articles^ of which:! here fend thee a true 
and partieubu- copy, that thou^may-eft find fomt- divertife- 
ment in the foEy of theinfidds.. The articles are as 
-foHowV .y ::,.: ' . - 

<< Iliat it ihodd be lawfid for thedukdnto keep 8lfe 
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jbAk tQ tbfi jeivpsfDr» nor flifiyld he be abided to nàmt 
mj thiag cQ&tiary t9i.tke m^oreft of tb£ dapire^ 

" That t&ejeb9u>r Aodd not kod thf^ einpeiar ab<Mre 
thiee B^^enlB of hQtbf nor fliQtdd piganit him ta nii(e 
foldters ÌQ his puJopijtaHty* 

<< That the Smdcsihoiild Iftve fuse and fafe pf4age 
thjrough Saxoityt prcmdod thqr ckbx itojt withb three 
miles of Doefdca. . 

^ That therf fhot^hlbe ftae traffic faetween tht elfdar'i 
fiibjefts aad the Swedes hy land aad water* 

^ Tha^ at the qpd of three soonthB, each pai?t|r ftauid 
be «bh'ged to deelave» whether they would prolong the 
trui?e ^ brcfdt it §ff. 

♦* Tfeit ,thc dc^r (kwM ^ain epjoy bi$ »eiRf n»e«, 
cic?ept tb«*e .whi€h w^e drawn from I*eipfick. That he 
ihoiik pay. ^ Sweden eleven thfy^fand ria^do^^ir» a-mp^» 
and a ctatain quantity of pprn. 

** That the eleàf» ihoiild dp QC^hkg which might 
hinder the ùc^c of Magdeburg." 

TheCe artreles at fmt Xight a^ewed to he etfiiii&y 
latpurable to the Saxetaa at> to the fiwedea ; but in 
ireality, they fec?ed ^aly a» m umbragct» deepei! d§%ns, 
whi^h |he Swedes had in agitatioa i £qt <tl|i^ w90 the 
firil ftep io àmw. the §fxaa off from the iempefor's 
party $ aodTovftepfon waa i^ov fecuxe» that wÌ¥^ t{^ 

,&irede8ruihi0dfakth«jr.ttstoG£]9BfiRy» the Sasurtis wotdd 
not mokft thevd hehjiid» j ; * 

• JFor my. pavt; I iwiidicr mderft^d the pcdicy nor the 
integrity of the èleéicn' in figning theft artidea, nor tm/r 
he «an reeoaeile the &A of them wit^ afiy ,pf the f§^ ; 
to give fafe-condu6t and kind entertainment to rthft^nee- 
mies of his fovereign ; to be obliged not to lend him any 
Moreafliilinae:.fhaahti,eQemie6 ihlii.JifllpW» nPt differ 
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i hiia tp nufe foi^:es at his own charges ; %o be e^ted 9f 
' bis mn revennes, ai^d taiiiely yi4d ta pa}r a mcmthly 
tribute beildes ; to be tied up from fuccouring poe of the 
principal towns in his principality, at that time befieged 
fay the Swedes ; this is a new method o£ keeping due 
I ùìàh lo Ibvfcei^ift^ or of .ob&i;vtng ccmiùoa prudence for 
[ ope's £dbf« JBiut ^ .-virenien asd «ine caruie a wife man to 
ftuaaUk/^ as the Arabians ù^j. And this M prince is 
^ blefled in a hopeful fan, who is i^ot aiiuuned to tuni 
. ptfop» that {q he aoay betray hjs lather to his mortal ene- 
mies. 9ut let the Chriftians proceed in their falfehood 
i and treachery one againib another» whilft every good 

i m^iflulman pcoftrates himfelf five times -a^day» and prays 
f in his iitf egrity for the confummatioo pf that time, where- 
in God has determined to put a period to the monarchies 
of tbele infidels, and to reduce them to the laith and 
obedience of his holy law. 

I wifh fbme of my friends would fend me fome rela« 

I tion of what pafles in the eail ; I haire heard nothing of 

moment out of Afia theiè many moon«. I could almod 

I thipk myfelf baniflied from the eternal providence» whOit 

^ I lefide among thefe uncireumei^ed. 

ThSnk fomelimcs on Mahmut» and if thou eanft not 
reliete his melancholy, at leaft. pity him, whom all the 
honours and pleafures of thefe weftern parts would not be 
aUe to exhilerate, fo long as he apprehends himfelf for^ 
gotten by h^sfsiends at Confbuitinople. 

Paris, aoth of th€ nth Moon, of the Year 1645. 
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XV. — To Ma HUM MED Hog I Ay Dervt/e, Eremite Inba-^ 
hitartt of the Sacred Cave at the Foot of Mount Uriel in 
jirahta the Happy. 

J. HY remembrance is as the dew of the eyening> or the 
midnight l)reeze8 in Afric, after the fcorching fervours of 
a fummer's day, when neither trees, nor houfes, nor high- 
til mountains, afford any fhadow. Such are the employ- 
ments of ftate» keeping the mind in as reftlefs an aétivity 
as that which the philofophers fay is the occafi<m of heat« 
Such alfo is the refreihment I find in thinking on thee, 
whofe foul is a manflon of tranquillity, an. umbrella of 
temperance, and all virtue. Thither I retreat for refpir- 
ation from the fatigues of worldly buiinefs. Pardon the 
bold accefs of an humble flave, who cannot be fo happy 
as to vifit thee any otherwife than by letters, yet would 
be miferable in the want of this privilege, 

Ever fi nee I had the honour to kifs the duft of thy 
feet in that facred retirement, I was filled wiih love and 
admiration of thy fan^ity. Thrice happy are the neigh- 
bouring fhepherds, whofe. flocks feed under thy aufpid- 
ous protedion. No fierce lions, nor ravenous Cgefs, dare 
violate that fanéìuary, or huAt for prey within thofe mea- 
dows confecrated by thy j;)refence. That rich and flowr 
ery vale was firfl fecured with an eternal immunity from 
fpoil and ratpine by the bleffing of our holy Prophet f 
now that blefling feems to be redoubled by thy prayers 
and abflinences, who inherited: his fpirit as well as. his 
abode. It was in that holy cave the melTenger of God 
fafled"for the fpace of three moons* Thy whole life there 
is one continued abflinence. When thou lifteft up thy 
venerable hands to heaven in prayer, the enemies of our 
N holy law are feized with fear and trembling ; thou art 
the guardian angel of the Ottoman empire ; thy body, 

2 
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atteiiuated with twenty, years fafting, is parified almoft tl> 
immortality ; thou art become a denizon among the fpl- 
rits ; neither the beafts of the earthy nor the fowlft of the 
air, nor the fi(h of the fea, w31 charge thee with their 
bloody thy table never fmoked with (laughtered 6àin^ 
ties ; every tree aff(Hx!s thee a fcaft, and the meadows re- 
gale thee with a thoufand harmlefs delicacies; thy thirft is 
allayed with the crydal ftreams ; and when thou art di^ 
pofed to banqaet» the Arabian fhecp fupply thee with 
neélar ; thus, like a prudent traveller, thou aecuftomeQ: 
thyfelf beforehand to the diet of the country whither 
thou art going ; thou liveft the life of paradife here oa 
earth. 

Thou art not privy to the wickednefs of the age ; that 
ceQ guards thee from other mens vices, while thy incom- 
parable humility defends thee from thy own virtues; thou 
art not puffed up with thy fublime perfeétions ; pride is 
a ferpent which commdnly poifons the root of the fairefb 
endowments, but thou haft cruflicd this ferpent in the 

. In that folftude the angel opened the heart of the Seat 
of God, and took oat from thence the devil's feed-plot. 
When Mahomet awaked (for this was done while he lay 
tn a trance), he laid, I am a worm. When Gabriel faw 
his humility, he pronounced a blel&ng on the place, that 
vvhofoever &ould dwell in that cave, fliould be meek as 
Abraham, cha&e as JoCeph, and temperate^ a«. IfmaeL 
Thou haft experienced the effetì: of his bene^^on. 

There is another bappinefs alfo attends tl^ retire- 
ment: thou Uveil: free from cares and anxieties; thou 
commltteft the public good to the conduci of thy fove- 
reign, and thy private welfare to the protedion of Pro- 
vidence ; neither dilqiueted for the one, nor folicitous for 
the other. Who rifes, and who falls, in the favour of 
Volili. c 



*SO LETTERS WRITTEN BY VoL III. 

the fultaa ; who purchafcs the govemment of the em- 
pire by their merits, or who by their money ; whether it 
-be better to remain in the feraglio, or to be made baffa 
•of Egypt, are cares that never moleil thee. Thou canft 
.fit in that fan^uary of peace, and pity thofe whafe am- 
bition, and the love of glory, has driven into the toils of 
war. Thou canft behold with companion the burdeu- 
fome attendants of the great ; their labours by day, and 
their watchings by night 5 their reftlefs tiioughts and bu- 
fy aóliona ; macerated bodies, and uneafy fouls : while 
with indefatigable pains they purfue mere fhadows, and 
endeavour to grafp the wind, or fecure to themfelvcs a 
bubble, which is no fooner touched than it vani/hes ; 
thou in the meantime art filling thy mind with folid 
.knowledge, and hiying up poflefiions which (hall never 
be taken from thee ; for the foul carries her goods along 
with her to that other world. 

I often wifh myfclf with thee ; and the remembrance 
«f what I once enjoyed in thy converfation, cannot be 
effiaced by diftance of time and place ; the farther I am 
irom thee, the more ardently do I long to fee thee. But 
€ven in thefe innocent defircs, there is- a «ecefTaiy morti- 
fication ; fince we are not born for ourfelves, but to com- 
ply with the myflerious ends of fate« I am appointed to 
-ferve the Grand Signior in this place, where I endea- 
'vour to acquit myfelf a faithful flave, and a good mufiul- 
«lan. If I fail in the firft, my great mafter will puniih 
me ; if in the lafl:, God and kis prophet will revenge it. 
Yet I hope every frailty will not be efteemed a tranfgref- 
fion, fince the heart and the hands go not always > toge- 
ther. I often ftrive to imitate thy abftinence, but my 
appetites are too llrong for me: I return to my old 
courfe again, like a bow that is forcibly bent. Yet I fia 
net in this, fince it is not required at my hands* 
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Pray for ine> holy man of God» ^that, while I aim at 
the beft things» I may not fall into the worH ; and by 
fliiving to anriye at perfedion, I'may not crack thofe pow- 
ers which are reqoifite to keep me ftedfaftin the high« 
way of moral virtue. I leave thee to thy contemplations, 
and the fociety of thy courteous angels, who ever wait 
at the door of thy cell. 

Paris, %oth of the izth Moon, of the Year I645. 



XVL— 7i Us£PH, j?^, 

X FOUMERLV acquainted thee, that Uladifiaus King of 
Poland» fought Chriftina Queen of Swtden in marriage ; 
but that his propofal was rejeéied. Now thou mayeft . 
know» that this monarch has made a more foccefsfitl 
amour, being married to Louife Marie de Gonzague^ 
Princefs of Mantua. The nuptial folenmities were per- 
formed in this city by the ambaflador of . Poland», wha 
was his mafter's proxy. The greateH part .of the laft 
moon was fpent in mail^is» banquets» and court-revels» to 
honour the efp9ufals of this new queen, who is fin^e gone 
towards Poland'» being attended to the frontiers by a nu« 
merous train of the nobility» with all the ceremonies and 
regard due to a perfon of her rank. 
, The French» who are never fparing in words,, are too 
liberal in the praifes they beflow on this princefs 5 for if 
all were true they fay of her» (he might be lifted in the 
number of angels ; whereas, feme . more impartial eyes 
have difcovered fuch imperfe^ions, as fpeak her yet on 
this iide a faint. But ordinary virtues in jprinces dazzle 
the multitude, borrowing a greater luftrfe from the nobi- 
lity of th^r blood» and the eminence of their quality ; 
vrhilll their vices are either ihrou^ed from the vulgar» or 

C4 
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Aiade to pafs fbr virtues, in the artificial drefa which Éat- 
eerérs put on them. It is under this advantage th« new 
Qneen of Poland is cried up for a Diana ; though a hite 
fatitdl vindicates her from being half fo cruel as that 
goddefs ; it being no fecret, that a young Italian m^N 
quis had fomething kinder ufagc than had Adeofi, whea 
he accidentally encountered this princefe as (he was walk^ 
ing alone one evening in a grove belonging to her pa- 
lace. 

I am no . patron of libels ; nor would I fpeak irreve- 
rently of thofe whofe royal birth claims refpc6t from all 
mortals ; but the ftupidity of the Nazarenes provokes 
«y pen, who allow their woAien all the uncontróulaUc 
Fr«cdom tmd opptrtnnities that commonly give birth to 
the mod hrtguhr annours, and yet bcKeve them innocent. 
They arc perfcét idolaters' of that fex, not having leam<- 
téf with the illuminated muJOTdmatts, that womcrj ai^ of 
;a creatfón inferior to that of men, have fquls of a lower 
ftatnp, and confequcntly more prone to vice ; and that 
they fhall never have the honour to be admitted into our 
^aradife. 

But thou who bcficveft the doArines clear and intelli- 
gible, and haft kiilèd the garment of the Sent of God, 
\vilt not fuffcr thy rcafon to be blinded by the enchant* 
ments of thefe deluding fair ones ; but lb love wtemcn, as 
ftift to remember thou art a man, which is fomething 
ttiOfc fublime. 

Paris, ift of the lath Moon, of the Year 1645, 



XVIL— 7(? tie Kaimacham. 

Jt is hard to gueft where the French viAories wiH ter- 
minate. Either fear, er the defirc of noveltiee, opens the 
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gstcs of moft ckaes to them; tnd \fjien that wiU not d^ 
the forQ« of tbcir eauDon m^9 a psUTage into tbc (troog* 
eft hoUfl of thek cneaues, aod puts whole provinces un- 
der th^ir iR^i^edioB, 

Thdr enemigg fay» tbsk the French never befiege a 
town, but their firft affaults are made with buUeu of 
gàA i and when that will neither prevail pn the goiwr- 
nor, ncHT win a party, the» they only try the farce of the 
eoarfer mestai. Yet this wiU appear bat a (lander, if 
thou confiderei a late adUon of the Duke of Orlesm^ 
«bea he Uf down before Bourburg. 

He had fcarce finiihed his trenches» when the next 
aborning an arrow was found with a letter fattened to it, 
m bx from his tent. The letter was directed to the 
duke, and fubfcribed by the governor of the town. TKe 
contents of it were, to fignify to him, that if he would 
give him fifty thouiand pieces of goid, and continue him 
in bis office, he would the next night open the gates, and 
let in his army ; aad that before mid-day he would &nd 
« meiiienger to know his pleaCure. The duke waited th« 
airival of the meiTenger, who feconded what his mailer 
bad laid». But the m^nanimout prince, inftead of ac« 
<^ftÌBg his o£Fer, fcnt him back to his mailer, with this 
naeffage, « That he came not before the town as a mer- 
est, to purchafe it at the price of a needlefs treafon |<* 
^ as a foldier, at the head of an army flufhcd with qoq- 
tmual vidlories ;*' fummoniug^ him forthwith to furrcn- 
dcr at difcretion, that being the only way tp experience 
^ gcncroftfy. 

This year has been fignalixed with much adion in 
'^dcrs, Catakfliia aad Italy. The field was fbamd a* 
OH>i^ many brave generals. 

The Duke of Orleans had the command q£ the army 
»a Flanders, where he took the forts of Vandreval, Bour- 
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bnrg, Link, Dringhen, Bethune, S. Venant, Guifca, 
Lens, Mardyke, Lillers, Mening and Armenticrs. 

Thcfe places were won by fcvcral parties, under the 
commands of the Marefchals de Gaftion, de Ranrtzan, and 
the Duke of Guife, who all aAed in feparate bodies un- 
der the Diike of Orleans. 

Nor was the Count de Harcourl idle in Catalonia, 
where he fucceeded in the charge of the Marefchal dc la 
Mdthe. The firft effort of his arms was the retaking of 
Agramont,' which the Spaniards had feizcd; a ftrong 
city, and which kept a large part of Catalonia in fubjec* 
tion. 

• From hence he marched toward Rofes, one of thfr 
àioft important places for ftrength under the Spani/If 
king's ■ dominions, and governed by an experienced fol- 
dier, who failed not to defend the place to the laft ex- 
tremes ; but after a fiege of two moons was compelled t« 
yield for want of provifions. 

After this, the French general cut off feven hundred 
Spaniards, who were pofted to hinder his paffagc oyer 
a river. The next day the whole armies meeting in 
the plains of Liorens, there was a furious encounter, in 
which the Spaniards loft ten regiments of horfc on the 
fpot ; the reft threw down their arms and yielded. The 
Marquis of Mortare, cfne of the Spanifh generals, wa« 
taken captive, vrith other perfons of note ; among which 
was the ftandard bearer of Spain. 

Yet this was but the. engagement of one wing ; for 
tvhen the other entered the combat, the fl j^^ghter was 
dreadful. Of the Spaniards vrcre flain fix thoufand horfe, 
^nd fixteen hundred foot ; and thr^e-and-twenty hundred 
of them were made prifoners. The French loft not a- 
boTC tbrec hundred in all> and had but a few wounded. 
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This battle has brought infinite glory to the Count 
de Harcourt. After which there happened nothing re- 
markable in Catalonia» fave the taking of Balaguier, 
which is like to end this year's campaign on that fide. 

Prince Thomas of Savoy commanded in Italy, but 
had no great number of French in hi^ army, the main 
body being drawn off to ferve in Catalonia. Yet vexed* 
to fee the fuccefs of the Spaniards, who had poiTeflcd 
themfelves of a ftrong cafUe, and kept the field in a bra*- 
vado, as if he were not able to face them, he raifed fomc 
recruits and entered the Milaneze, where he took the 
city and cattle of Vigevano. After this, defigning to re- 
turn into Piedmont, he found all the paffages blocked up- 
by the Spaniards, who had a far greater army than his. 
Yet affuming courage, he attempted to pafs the rivb" 
Moura; and the enemy prefenting themfelves to oppofc 
his defign, he gave them battle, and killed five hundred* 
atid thrccfcore of them, among which were nine officers • 
of principal command and quality ; on his fide were loft 
two hundred common foldiers and twelve ofiiccrs, among^ 
which was his brother Prince Maurice of Savoy. Thefe 
arc the chief adioAs on that fide. As for Portugal, 
there has happened nothing in that kingdom worthy of 
remark. 

I have in this letter, fage governor of the imperiaT 
city, obferved the method thou cnjoinedft me ; I have 
acquainted thee with whatfoever has occurred in the pre^ 
fent wars of France and Spain during this year. 

It is difcourfed here, that the Venetians will lay fiegc 
to Qanea next fpring, in hopes to recover that important 
place fi-om the arms of the viélorious Ottomans. 

The Duke of Orleans will be on. his march to Flaii^ 
^ci^ towsùrd the latter end of the next moon, refolviog to 
»akc an early campaign, being alarmed with the late lof» 
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of Mardyke jwhich the Spaniards took by furprifc, Mvith- 
out much bloodftied, having not the fourth part of an 
hundred men killed on their fide ; whereas, when the 
French took it from them, it co ft five tlioufand lives of 
the beft foldiers the King of France had in his army. 

The hour of the poft will not permit me to fay more, 
than that I am the hurableft of t,hy ilaves. 

Paris, I4xh of the lath Mooa, of the Year 1645. 



XVIII.— Ti^ Dgnst Oolov. 

X WILL not make trial of the virtue of friendfiiip at this 
tune, la the way that philofophers propofe to be ufed 
between fuch as own that title. I will not complain of 
the dolours I undergo, that fo by making thy compai&oa 
jfhare them with me, I may eafe myfelf of a part. It 
appears to me a pufìUammous, if not an unjuft a^on, 
for a man to transfer his fuEierings by difcovering them 
to his friend, and defignedly throw that upon another,' 
which is iicarcc tolerable to himfelf. 

I am iick, and cuflom has rendered this almoft as na- 
tural to me as health. My conftitution is not proof a- 
gainft the envenomed arrows that are (hot from the ftars; 
Qor am I conftellated to reilA the fecret contagions that 
lurk in the elements. The herbage of the field languifh- 
es yrhen poifoned with inviiible atoms from above ; and 
all the leaves of the foreil wither when touched with the 
baneful emifllons of certain meteors, or fcorched with 
the winged exhalations of the night. So our bodies re* 
ceive a thoufand imprefilons from things without us, and 
net a few maladies from ourfelves. The very x^hannel of 
life proves many times the vehicle of death, while our 
lungs fuck in unwholfome airs, and our very bieath be- 
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eomei om faast. W« have radical poifon» ia our com* 
plcvjoas, wbicht though they do us no burt'whSe W£ k^ 
them ik dormafit, yet, oace excited by our paiSoos as4 
vice$, th^ become noxious aad fatal, hurrying us ixit^ 
the chanftbera of death, by unaccountable difeafips ao4 
paiasy whn:!^ are under no predicameat« 

Thift iwikes me bear my preient diftemper with ai» 
equal mind, becaufe I know its original, and it ia not i« 
the Uà of thofe maladies which lucve no name ; whereby 
I can eafìly calculate its duration, and almoft point to a 
day when I (hall be weB again ; for it is in the number 
of thofe, phyficiana call acute ;^ and the anguifh it inflida 
confirms that title* 

Take not this for a complaint, nor what I am about 
to fay for a paradoj:, whca I tell thee, that I know not 
which is greater, my pleafure or p^io, during this excriu 
ciating fever* Thefe affeOUoos border Co near one upoa> 
another, that I find it difficult to diftiaguiih^enK They 
fieem ia hs ioinates to each otj^^ and blended together 
m thejr roots* Sure I am, they are fo twi{i:ed and inter- 
ifiovea in. my conftitution, that I never felt one without 
the other. £very man may experience, that his ftrong* 
eft defires are compounded of thefe two paffions, and the 
^ry nM>meBt of fruiuon itTelf cannot feparate them. The 
minute of enjoyment it but confecrated to his lofs, while 
the height of his joy is^ the rife of his grief, fince the 
finalleil particle of time cannot dl{b'agui(h the life an4-' 
drath of his pleafure* 

Do but reverie this contemplation, and apply it to my 
Sckne(ia^ and thou- wilt find no riddle in my worda, wl>en 
I aflure thee, that ^s the torment of my fever adyances, 
Ip does my eafie f pleafure and\ pain fit aod ihake h^nd»- 
In my heart, embrace, an4 equally divide ita fyilok a&dl 
diaftok between theoou. 
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Yet I nraft needs own^ I am indebted for thk aHay <>f 
my dolours to the prefence of my mind, whkh I fuffer 
not to be torn irom k(t\f, or carried away by the violent 
motion of my agitated fpiritp. Were it not* for this, a 
fcvcr would prove a hell upon earth, and every ptilfe a 
tormenting furjr. My very drink (which is all my fubiift- 
cnce now ) would appear but the Idathfome diftiUation of 
that tree,whofe unpalatable and fcalding gum is appoint- 
ed for a beverage to the damned. The foftéft entertain- 
ment of my bed, while awake, would but%e a tranflation 
of the torments of Ixion and Syfiphus ; and the' flatter- 
ing intervals of (lecp would but renew the fufferings of 
Tantalus. Whereas now, whether afleep or awake, my* 
mind, keeping aloft in her proper fphere, bufied in the 
contemplation and enjoyment of herfelf, and fuperior ob- 
jcds, partakes not in the fever of my body, but, as if on 
the coòl'top of forae high mountain, furveys all the val- 
lies beneath, without being feniible of their raging heats. 

I owe this tranquillit]C» in the midft of bodily pertur- 
bations, to the examples of aiitient philofophers, which* 
thou knoweil have far ^more influence than precepts. 
Ever fince I read, that Plotinus could chace away the 
rackirig tortures of the gout and done, by the fole force 
of his'thought, I daily tried the experiment, fpurred on 
by emulation of his virtue, as judging it ignoble in a 
muflulman to give the palm to a pagan in any point of 
mafculiae bravery. 

It is recorded of the fame philofopher, that, by the 
mere ftrength and- majefl:y of his mind, he dilfipated the 
enchantments of ApoUonius Tyanaeus ; and the infemal 
ipints confeficd they were baffled by that thinking man : 
As if his foul were of the nature of Medùfa's head, which 
tamed all into inadive ftatues who did but look on it. 

Sorely great is the «fficacy of contemplation hinted at 
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in the Arabian proverb» which fays, << He that caft ft^ 
his own eyes without a glafs, fhall be able to move iticr^ 
bull's horns." Which myfbenous expreflion is thas h^ 
terpreted by the learned Avicen : A prophet» or fpintual* 
man, who always converfies within, (hall have power to 
(hake the foundations of the earth ; which* thou kpoWr 
eft, refls onr the h<xms of a buU^according. to the dottrine; 
of our holy lawgiver^ 

I need fay no more to convince thee that I am in >; 
fever. My thus expatiating and running from one thing, 
to another (when I thought to have faid all m a few 
words) w31 fatisfy thee whar temper I am in. Yet re- 
coUeéHng myfclf with comfort» that I kiiow my diftem- 
per, I V7Ì11 crave leave to teli thee a ihort ftory of a man- 
who was iick for many years, and yet theablefk phyfi«- 
cians in Paris oould not difcem his-mabdy* 

This perfon was an officer of the city^whofe bufinefs- 
it was to^ arreft men that were in debt. He was obferv- 
ed to be the fubtleft of aU his brethren^ and the moft? 
dexterous at plotting another man's ruin. This augmfcpt-*r 
ed his eftate, and- he grew* extremely rich. But in the 
one-and-fortieth year of ^sage, he was.feizedwith an 
unknown malady, a diflemper to .which the moft ikilful 
were fbaugers. He languifhed five years, in a condition 
which moved all men to pity. It will be tedious to re- 
count, the fymptoms of his illnefs. At length he .died», 
and, according to his own will, was difleéied. The phy- 
ficians found all parts of his body decayed and wafted ; 
but when they came to his head, they were above- mea** 
fdre aftonlihed to fera ncft offerpents, inftead of brains» - 
Tlis was concluded by all toA^ethe fource of his diftem* 
per ; and people defcant variouily on ' it^ Se^ne- fay it 
was a judgment of God infliéked on him for his crud fub- 
tktjf ìa trepamiing men out of their liberties by a thoufand^ 
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tiràès ! Othén are of opinioiiy that h is a natvial pro* 
à9t^, it being ufual in fome conftitutiont for this fon «f 
cr«iRture to be bred «ut of tfaeir vitak. A merchant 
Àftt had b«en m Peru tdd me» that in a province of that 
cwp^rey there were people, who, by drinking the water 
of a beifain river, had ferpcnts often engendered k their 
bowels ; that he had ieen one prefented to the King of 
Spaing which was taken out of a dead man's heart, a cu* 
bit -in length* He (kid it was of a crimfon colour, with— 
CWÉ fcaies or eyes ; neither was it venomous. This he 
afferted 'very folemnly, and with imprecations. 

I te& thee, dear friend, if thefe things be true, who 
can be fure he haibours not fome fuch loathlbme inmate 
in- ys body ; yet I would not have thee grow melancho- 
ly upon kf and diàoib thy repofe. The day wtH come 
when we (hall aU be metamotpholed into wotms and fer- 
pents in the grave. 

In the meanwhile, live thou happily in the favour of 
thy fbvereign, in the enjoyment of thy health, the vigour 
of thj lenfes, and have fometimès in thy thoughts a num 
Ittfl of infirmities, without murmuring, Mahmut> that 
l«ves his friend in all conditions» 

Paris, a6th of the lath Mo©n, of the Tear 1645* 



XIX.^ — To tht SELiCTAk Ac A, or Bword'Bcarer to its 
Highnefs, 

I WIS» I could time my fette» fia, at to gratify al the 
ralmfters of the Uefled Fbrte^ by marking ea^ dkemato* 
ly the firft rekter of lÌEnne accepuble news ia the myfte» 
rious divas, where aB hpman events «re fc»nied with in»* 
partfat judgment. But evoy moon does not prefent xm- 
widi fi^gea or battles^ iieith«r can I rocme ^Blligeoee 
t 
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of «B reoark^Ue events» fo Coon m they came t^ pafs. 
What I (hall now tranfmit to thee» » an account of what 
has been omitted m my di^atche« to the other msnifters. 

Europe» a fidd» fertile in reheUieoa» tumuksi di£> 
orders» smd unjiatural wars. No part of Chriftendooi» 
which is not polluted whh treafoos» perfidieSf and maf* 
&cres ; no comer undefikd with huoian hlood. The fon 
confphres the death ef him who firft gave him his life ; 
the bfDther lays trains to en&are the partner of his blood, 
the ofispring of her that hare himfelf. No bond of af- 
fc^ofi» or tie of confanguinity» is of force to reftraia 
thefe infidels from porfuÀig each other with malice* Nei- 
ther has their religion any more inftuence ob thctr paf- 
fions» than the fables of the ancient poets* In public • 
and private» dA things are governed by intereft. Thus» 
whOe every naaa and every ftate are only hiafied by the 
narrow principles of felf-prefervation» they abandon the 
general good of Ghriflendom» and espofe it as a prey to 
the next daring invade. 

There is bo rc^oii that we fhould grieve at this foUy 
of the Nazarenes. It is fro» their impiety aad vices» the 
virtue and wifdom of the victorious mufiulmans receive 
the greater luftre» who are created to difplant thefe un» 
circumcifcd» and inftruft the nations which they poC» 
feftd in the futh hiSt from Uem^ 

Yet fince the deprfidatioqs which the Swedes have. 
Qadein Germany and Denmark» tlic neiglU>ouring crowna. 
aadftatea» notwithftandii^ their infincenty» have feem- 
agly tnterpolisd their endeavours» to prevent the trorft 
ciTeéls of a war» fo deftruéìive to the common intereft of: 
Cfartftendom. Deputies were fent &om sdl parts^to Mu»» 
fter and Qfaahurg» with inftruékiont from their refpec- 
tivc (overeigns. They have fquandered away much tnae 
iawaovfirturet^peaoe^ wliil& the fivedci daSf get 
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ground on one fide of the empire, arid the French arc- 
not unfuccefsful on the other. 

The enemies of France, fenfible that they cannot re- 
duce this crown by open force, have rccouffe'to artifice. 
They endeavour* to Corrupt her alHes^ and infinoate intor 
the minds of the United States of the Low Countnes, 
all thofe apprehenfions which may ierve to improve the* 
jealoufy they had already conceived of the French neigh- 
bourhood ; fuggefttag that^thcSpaniih Netherlands are 
the only bar which ftops the armies of France from over- 
running Holland, and the reft oÌ the United Provinces. 
In fine, they have prevailed on them to enter into a fe- 
parate alliance, and not to- treat in oonjundion witlu the: 
other minifters at Munfter. 

On the other fide, the French, 4)y their agents in Hol- 
land, endeavour to unmaflc the artifice of the Spaniards ;; 
reprefenting thaVthey have no other defign in thefe in- 
finuations, but to breed an iH underftandin^ between this 
crown and the United Provinces, that fo by their ill of» 
ficcsy. in time, things may come to a rupture, and the 
States be- deprived of the friendfliip and proteéiion of: 
France, which alone is able to fupport that common- • 
wealth againft the pretenfions of their old enemies, the - 
Spaniards^ All Europe isaftonifiied to fee, that not-> 
withftanding the utmoft condefcenfions . of the French» 
court to confèrve peace, yet the States, led by tlicir ill 
deftiny, fhould embrace the propofals of Spain. This' 
makes a great impreifion on all the minifters afiembled at 
Muhfter and Ofnaburg, who now conclude»- that the Spa- 
niards only feek occafions to perpetuate the war in Eu- ' 
rope; that whilft the princes of the empire are engaged 
in a defence of their territories, and the Swedes and: 
French are bufied in purfuing their conquefts, they may ' 
fick ^ quanrel with their &ew friend^/ whom they, have^ 
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deprived of a more powerful proteétion, and re-eflabUih 
themfelves in the revolted proviaces. ' 

The deputies have had feyeral conferences about this 
important affair ; and the refult of their counfels is, to 
foliclt the French court to ufe its utmoft power to prb- 
vent the ill confequences which this fcparate treaty will 
bring along with it. 

It Is difcourfed here, that Monficur de la Tuillerie will 
be recalled from the court of Swedeland, being efteemcd 
the fitteft man to difiuade the Hollanders from this new 
alliance ; he having been already employed in feveral ue* 
gotiations with the States, and is well verfed in the me- 
thod^ of treating with that nation. 

This fomc judge to be the reafon of the Sieur Cha« 
nut's being fent to Swedeland, that he may refide at 
Stockholm, and continue to a<5l there in the abfence o£ 
la Tuillerie. So nice and delicate is this a£Fair, that all 
France cannot afford another man duly qualified, to ma^ 
nage it with any probability of fuccefs. If he (how not 
more candour in this negociation than he did when he 
was fent to mediate a peace between Swedeland and 
Denniark, he will receive but (lender thanks at his re- 
turn ; but if he fucceeds^ it is faid, that Cardinal Ma« 
zarini has declared, he Will merit to be inftalled in the 
order of the Holy Spirit. I have formerly fpoke of this 
ia one of ttty letters, as the mod eminent order of knight* 
hood in France. 

I wi(h the Chriftians may ever find difficulties to ob» 
ùxudt the meafures they take to eftablifh an univerfal 
peace, and may continue to amufe and vex one another^ 
all the day of the fcourgeé 

Pari^, 20th of the i ft Moon, of the Year 1646^ 
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XX. — To ticKzis Effendi, Princifid Secretary of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

It 18 not yet publicly known what dtfigns have moved 
this court to order a mighty fleet to ht fitted out to fca | 
but it is privately whifpered, that they will fail to the 
Levant, to affili the Venetians againil the Turks» 

Peopk difcourfe varioufly, according to the ilrcngth 
or weaknefs ef their reafon ; and five days ago an old 
man went to Cardinal Mazarfni, pretending to fpeak by 
infpiration : He told him, that it was in vain to truft to 
their winged caftles (fo he called the feipfi), the muki^ 
tude of their armies, or in the treafureg of their money ; 
for a decree was figned in Heaven s^aiofl aU the nations 
in Europe ; that the war was begim above» betweca the 
potentates who have the cuftody of ki^gdokns and em- 
pires ; that they fhould foon fee the ban)<ifr of the eteF- 
nal difplayed in the firmament ; that the ftars&otild fif^ 
ki their courfeS againft the wicked profefiors of Chvi- 
ilianity \ that the Ifmaelites {hould come out ef their 
holes, and fhould flow down like a torrent from tbe 
mountains of the eaft, overrunning all Chriilendom ; m 
fine» that Germany, France» Italy» and Spam» fhould 
be laid defolate, their beautiful cities fackedj and the 
inhabitants led into captivity ; that the pope, with all bi» 
priefls» (hould be exterminated y and that all natioBS (hould 
embrace one law. 

They put him in prison» but he waa found jvaUung 
aext day in the iireets. The keeper cbadned him in wio», 
but in the morning he was ftanding at the g^te of tbe 
prifon, preaching to the people. Some &y he xa a che« 
mill, and has found out the mailer fecret ; others iay» he 
it a prophet ; but moft judge him to be a magician. He 
ififims now to have loft his vigouri not bong able to xt^ 
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kafe bimfelf from the chains which fafteà him to the 
ground where he lies ; yet he continues to foretel the 
niin of Chriilendon]. It is faid he will be fent to Rome, 
there to receive fentence of the holy father, according to 
his demerits. I am no admker of vifionaries ; yet there 
appears fomething extraordinary in the conikancy of this 
man. Time will dcmonftrate, whether he be a true or a 
falfc prophet. 

A courier came to this city laft night from Swede- 
land, who brings letters from Moolieur Chanut, which 
fay, that he has received great encouragement to hope, 
for the (hips which he was to buy io SWedeland. Thoa 
had aheady heard, that Moniieur la Tuillerie» ambafla- 
dor from this crown to Queen Chriftina, was thought 
the only proper inftrument to diffuade the Um'ted States 
of the Low Countries from entering into a fepacate treaty 
with Spain; and that therefore Monfieur Chanut was 
feot to refide in his abfence at Stockholo^ to obferve 
what paffes» and to continue the alliance between the 
tWQ crowns. 

This mbiiter arrived in Swedeland the X5th day of 
the moon of December, in the hù, year, where Moo* 
iieur la Tuilkrie had prepared all things ready for a 
fpeedy difpatch of his negotiation ; having the day be»» 
fore his arrival made known to that court the pleafure of 
the King of France, and the Queen- Regent, whofe let- 
ters were r^eived by Queen Chriflina with all the marks 
of royal affcétion ; (he telling the ambaflador, that (he 
infinitely honoured the perfons of the king and the queen- 
regent ; and that fhe would give them fuch proofs of the 
integrity of her &iendihip, as would dcmonftrate that ihe 
was fenfible of her obligations to tlaem« for what they 
had contributed to the good fuccefa of her affairs ; and 
that there was nothing more dear to her, nor more fixed 
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in her refolution, than to conferve inviolably the league 
that was between them. She farther told the ambaCTa- 
dors, that it was with rto ordinary complacency flie now 
beheld two minifters of France in her court, after fhe 
had been without any for a long time. In fine, (he af- 
fured them, that whatfoever could be fpared from the 
nedeffary defence and fervice of the kingdom, whether 
fhips, arms, or men, fhould not be wanting to the aid' 
of the King of France. 

By tliis thou mayeft perceive, that though the King 
of France has powerfuLarmies by land, yet lie is defec- 
tive in naval forces ; or, if he has (hips enough to 'de- 
fend his own realms by fea, and to ferve as convoys to 
his merchants, it muft be concluded, that fome foreign 
expedition i^ defigned, which has put him upon this ex- 
traordinary method to increafe his fleet. 

I thought it highly neceffary to acquaint thee with 
this paiFage, that the miniilers of the Porte, auguib and 
ever happy, may confult what meafures to take with 
this prince, if it be true that he defìgns to break the 
league which he made with Sultan Ibrahim four years 
ago. There is but little confidence to be repofed in the 
moft folemn oaths of Chriilian monarchs, who hold not 
themfekes obliged to keep faith with thofe whom they 
cfteera infidels ; and thou knoweft that is the beft title 
they can afford the obfervers of the moft' perfeft law in 
the world. Yet the French, among aH the nations of' 
the Meffias, feem to bear the greatcft refpeé^ to the Ofr-' 
toman empire. But they are inconftant and changeable, 
which is an argument of . infincerity. They are very 
prompt and warm in contraótìng friendfhips, and as ready 
to iofringre thofe facred bonds, on the leaft occafion,. 
cfpeciafly where intereft and ambition have the afcendi^ 
ani*. 
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The Venetian refident at this court makes da3y Ttfits 
to the qucen-^regent, and has frequent conferences with 
Cardinal Mazarini. Many couriers pafs between Man* 
ftcr, Stockholm, and this city. Yefterday one arrived 
from the Venetian ambafiador at Munfter, giving an ac^ 
count that the fecretary of that embafiy, whom he had 
ient to Queen Chrtilina, was returned with the promifc 
of eight (hips of war, lent by that queen to the republic, 
to aifiil them againft the all-conquering mulTulmans. 

It feems as if Sweden were become the common arfe- 
nal of Europe, from which the other kingdoms are fup* 
ph'ed with all the inftróments of war* But what is moit 
obfervable is, that the Venetians obtained not this fa- 
vour, withoiit the mediation of the French minifter at 
Stoddiolm ; by which it feems evident, that this court 
has newly entered into a private league with the republic ; 
and that they deùgn to fuiprife the Ottomans with fomc 
ftiddcn entcrprife by fea. 

I (hall not let a moment efcape which may prefent me 
with the Icaft oj^ortunity to difcovcr whit is in the 
hearts of thefe in(idels. 

If thou wilt Éivour me with thy inftrué^ions, I (hall 
make the fafer (leps. God, whofe eye penetrates into all 
obfcuritieò, enlighten us with a ray to that vrifdom, which 
once revealed to his mefTenger the fecret cqnfpiracy of 
the Coreis, when they plotted to deftroy the temple built 
without hands. 

Pans, 17th of the zd Moon, of the Year 1^46. 



XXI. — 'To William Vospel, a Reclufe at Halmerfiadi 
in Atleta* 

1 aiCEiTED thy letter with abundance of complacency, 
in that it argues the continuance of thy friendfhip \ .and 
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that I trace thereki no ^otfteps of «i ^x^f^ pen» oot- 
witbftandiog the liberty I took t» dclca&t oa thy man» 
a^r of i)£e. On the eootrary, tb<kft fei^eft sm «a apo- 
logy, full of meek»e(s. Thy re«(bti8 h»ve a m^rvcHoos 
force in them ; they feem tp fpriog from a foul vegete 
and Imngi yet dead to paffitn* Thoo s^knoft perfuadeft. 
me to affed a monaftie isit, whi/ch may^ n(9t unfitly be 
termed a fociafale folitude* 

I mu£h admire what thou feyeft c<»icefmiig SJence» 
and wiih I could praétiiie that paffiv« virtue. It » the 
firft ftep to wifdom, the nurfie of peace» and the giiafrdla% 
of virtue. Words do but ruffle and dtfcompofe' the 
wmd^ betraying the fotd to a thoulimd vanities* Tlicrc^ 
fiore Pythagonn enjoined hi» difciples fif & years iilaac* 
befiore he aànttted then» to his myftersc^is philofophy» 

Beyt tell me why thou didil not rather choo£e to live m 
a dciact remote from men, where thou wouldft h»«f na 
temptation to fpeak, unlefs thou wert difpofed to hold a 
conference with the trees or beaita, or hadil a mind to 
^rt thyfdf» and have thy words ret9rted by mockii^ 
echoes ? If a reclufe life be thy choice for the fake «^ 
contemplation, I would advife thee to turn hermit* But 
perhapi thou dareft not venture thyfelf among the £k 
tyrs of the wilderneCs, or thou art afraid of the wild 
bcalb. As for the firft, they are either the dreams of 
poets, or }£ there be any fuch beings in vealiiy, they vnS 
not hurt thee, fmce thou voluntarily forfakeil the eomp^ 
ny of men, to become a fylvan, as they are. As for the 
latter, I muft confefs I cannot difcommend thy fear, there 
being no friendfttip or tnlellt|^nee common between us 
and the lions, tigers, J>ears, &c, of the forefl:. Yet I can 
tell thee, for thy comfort, that by long and afiiduons 
pradice, the fierceH of thefe creatures have been taught 
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to eonvcffe with men, to obey their commands» and to 
perform the pant of diligent fervants» and faithful friends. 

The •wfldemefs will ^ord thee a fair opportunity of 
ftttdying the eatare of ^aats and ammals, the yarioi» 
akeratiotts in the elemente, the infiaence of the winds 
and rainsi meteors aad eKhaktioas, with many other fe- 
cnets which asre hid from the greateft part of men, who 
are buried alive in populous towns and cities, banifhed 
froA the £imdiarìty of their mother earth> and moil of 
her genmne prodods. 

In the éeùtrtf the unforced harmony of birds Audi luH 
thy foul in innocent and ^grateful (lumbers ; the. gentle 
winds (haQ waft immoital whifpers to thy ravifhed ears, 
breathing unutterable founds from paradife. The mur- 
tnuring ibvaims (hall warbte forth their ibft and fweet 
eternal ftories* All Jhall ccMifpire to ferve thy contem- 
flation, and to tranfport thy mind #ith facred ecilafies. 

If after all tlm thou fhall prefer the monailic enclo- 
fure, follow thy refolution, and be happy. Only remem- 
ber» that though thy body be flrat up within thofe walls, 
yet if thy mind ftraggle in vsun and worldly thoughts» 
ihou art no tonger a reclufe. Adieu. 

Paris, %sth of the ad Moon, of tfic Year 1646. 



XXII To tie Captain Bassa. 

If all be true that I have reafon to fufpei^, thou wilt 
find a warm divertifement at fea this fpring. Though 
the Europeans have feemed flow in their preparations to 
idfift the fiate of Venice, fuffering their feparate interefts tp 
fuperfede the care of that republic, yet now they tura 
their eyes thither. Their backwardae& faidierto is ou^ 
ing to the fccrecy with which our fage emperor meditata 
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cd the prèfent war. His counfcla were never whUpercd 
out of the feraglioy till the fame winds tr^pqrted the 
.news which /wafted our invincible fleet to the ihore of 
Candy. . Now, they behold the ocean covered with the (hipi 
of the eailern empire, fear furpriies them ; the princes of 
the Nazarenes tremble ; they look no longer on the re- 
public of Venice with the eyes of. envy, becaufe of her 
pre-emiiieace in traffic» but with another .regard :< Thiey 
confider her as the bulwark. of Chridendom, the only 
bank which has hitherto ftemmed the tide of tljie Otto* 
man poiiTancè, and Hopped our vidorious anpies from o- 
verfl owing all Europe* 

I have informed the Rei» Effendi of what I knew con> 
ceming the naval forces which are fitting out in feveial 
parts of the north and wed to aid the Venetians ; but I 
have not told him what the Chriftians fay of thee^ neir 
thcr am I willing to believe it. They fpeak of thee as 
of a man not more difficult to be corrupted than was thy 
prcdeceflTor, who was ftranglcd by the order of the ful- 
tanefs mother. This cenfure, I hope, is an effedi of thc:ir 
impotence ; while they flatter themfelves with the ima- 
gination of bribing. him, from whofe courage and fortune 
they can expeA nothing but defeats. 

They truft much in the force of thy birth and educa- 
tion, and difcourfe of a certain magical charafter, imprint* 
ed in thy foul when thou waft baptized, which they fay, 
is indelible. And they promifc themfelves, that thy na- 
tive Chriftianity has more influence on thy heart Óian 
forced clrcumcilion ; and that thoU wilt not fight with 
any zeal againft men of the fame principle as thofe who 
gave thee thy breath. But tkcy confide more in the 
charms of their gold, with ^yhich they defign to bribe 
thee. In fine, they drink iieatths to the honed renega- 
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do ; fo they term him who commands the whole fleet of 
the Ottoman empire. 

I do not give credit to thefe calumnies, having good 
grounds to boaft of thy integrity. However I coimfcl 
thee, by fome extraordinary fervice to thy mailer, to give 
the He to thcfc infidels: And fuffer not that, which atpre- 
fent may be but a bare fufpicion, to be improved, by thy 
ncgledl or cowardice, into a palpable evidence, that thou 
. art falfe and perfidious to the fupreme lord of the globe. 

Paris, 6ch of the sd Moon, of the Year 1646, 



XXIII.— To Adonai, a Jenv, at Fenice, 

iN ow thou art fixed, it is time to v.rite to thee. Thou 
haft been a rambler thefe three or four years, and nobody 
knew where to find thee. I have received eleven dif- 
patches from thee fince thy firft departure from Genoa, 
wherein thou haft informed me of many paffages of ftatc. 
Now 1 defire thee to fend me fome remarks on the diffe- 
«uit nature of the people thou liaft feen, their various 
cuftoms and laws, with whatfoever was worthy obferva- 
tion in thy travels. 

Italy is a fair field, yet produces darnel as well as 
wholefome corn ; it is a beautiful garden, yet bears aco- 
nite intermixed with her rofes ; great virtues, and no lefs 
vices. This region is famous for the wifdom of its inha- 
bitants, and for their proverbs ; it is the Arabia of Eu» 
rope, in many fenfes, yet much leffened in its renown 
fince the decline of the Roman empire. The Goihs and 
Vandals turned all into defarts where they came, and 
have left fuch impreffions of their northern barbarifm be- 
iund them, as made the people they conquered half fava- 
ges. Hence came the general decay of learning and 
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knovricdjeia thcfe wcftcm part^ j hcnee the còmiption 
of ancient manner». The great» the n«blé, and the wife, 
bowed nndcr the yoke of their new mailers, learned their 
fafhions, and gioried in the» fkame. Their examples in- 
fioenced the vidgar ; debauchery became mo<Uih and au- 
thentic. Thud a general depravation of ptiftine integrity 
took place, and men became vickms by a law. 

Neither has wickednefs planted itfelf only in Europe ; 
tlie fea could not ftop this boundlefs etH. Afia is infeft- 
ed alfo, and the vice of Italy is tranfported to the em- 
pire of the true believers. Thou haft feen all the chief 
cities between the' Alps and Rhegium, which is the ut- 
raoil angle of Italy, to the fouth ; tcU me whether So- 
dom could exceed any of them in licentioufnefs ; we wfll 
not except even Rome the feat of the Chriftians mufti. 
Thefe UBcircumcifcd have learned of thy nation to call 
the ancient philofophers infidels ; but, had any of thofc 
fages lived to fee the abominations of the modem Naza- 
renes, they would have defpifed the faith which produ- 
ced no better works. 

Adonai put in praftice the import of thy name ; be 
lord of thyfclf, and if thou ftumbleft at the light of the 
mufiulmans, walk in that of Mofes, bttt fhun the pkths 
of the Chriftians, for they are enveloped m dat^knefs an'd 
grope at mid» day. Live according to reafon and thou 
Ihalt be happy. Adieu. 

: Paris, i8th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 164^. 



XXIV.— To MusTAPHA, Berber jiga. 

1 Hfi prefent war of Candy is Eke to render that iH^d 
aiB much the fubjeft of the worfd's difeoùffe, as it was 
formerly famous for being the cradle of Jupiter. In 
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thofe daya it was cailed Crete> much celebrated m the 
writings of the Greek poets ; afterwards it became (^ 
provioce of thè Roman empire, then of the Grecians, 
next it fubmitted to the Saracens. But in the time of 
the Chriftian expeditions in Palesine, when Baldwin £arl 
of Flanders was crowned emperor of Conibmtinople, this 
idand came into his pofleilion, which he gave to a cer« 
tain yaliant commander in hif army, a man of a noble 
defcent, of whom the Venetians pnrchafed it, and in 
their hands it has continued ever fince. But now, in all 
probability, it will be the prize of thofe arms which no- 
thing fublunary can refift. 

The pofts from Italy and the fea*coafts of this king« 
dom* con£rm each others news ; all agreeing, that not- 
withftanding the utmoft efforts of the Venetians and 
Candiots to hinder the relief of Canea, yet our general 
is got into that haven, with vaft quantities of proTifions, 
and a fufficient reinforcement of men. They add, that 
forty thoufand of our foldiers have made a defcent in 
another part of the ifland, have gained the forts of Cif- 
temes. Colmi, and Bicorno, and were on their march to- 
wards Suda, with a defign to befiege that place. They 
accufe our general of barbarous cruelty, in that he caufed 
five of the principal noblemen of that kingdom to be 
put to death, becaufe they refufed to betray their coun- 
try, or enter into the interefts of the Grand Signior. 

I muft confefs, magnificent Aga, that whatever may 
be faid in commendation of this general's policy and fide- 
lity to his mafter, it is no argument of the goodnefs of 
his difpofition. I rather admire the temper of the Duke 
of Orleans, who, when Graveling was farrendered to 
him, juft as he entered the town, was heard to fsj thefe 
words, '^ Let us endeavour, by generous aéiions, to win ; 
the hearts of all men, fo may we hope for a daily vi«- 

VoLJII. D 
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tory. Let the French learn from me thi» ncyf way of 
cpnqueil, to fubduc men by mercy and clemency.*' 

Thefe arc heroic fentimenta, and agree well with the 
charaé^er of thia prince» who ia faid never |o have been 
the author of any man's deaths nor to haye revenged 
himielf of any injury^ yet a valiant foldier, an expert 
commander, and no bad politician^ 

It is not hid from t^ court, with Vfh»t a matchlefs 
virtue he difmiffed a gentleman that wask hired to murder 
him.. This affailin was fuiiered to pafs into the duke's 
bedrchamber one ^morning early» pret^endiiig bufinefs of 
great moment from the queen. As fogn as the duke cafl; 
his eyes on hha, he fpoke thus : '< I know thy bufinefs 
friend ; thou art fent to t%ke away my ^fe ; what hurt 
have I done thee ? It is now in ray powe^, with- a word, 
to have thee cut in pieces before ray face ; but I pardon 
thee, go thy way, and fee my face no more." 

The gentleman, ilung with his own guilt» and aftomfh- 
ed at the excelleut QiU:ure of this prince, fell on his knees» 
co»£bf&d his.4efign» and who employed h^n $ and hav- 
ing promiièd etecaal graititude for this roy4 favour, de* 
parted without any other notice taken of him ; apd fear- 
ing to tarry in Feranc^, entered himfelf into the fervice 
of the Spaniih King. It was his fortune afterwards to 
encounter the Duke of. Orleans in a battle in Flandjcrs. 
The duke, at that in&ant, was oppreifed with a crowd 
of Germans who furrounded him, and in the confliél he 
ÌOÙ. his fword, which this gentleman perceiving, nimbly 
ilepped to him, and deUvexed one into the duke's hands» 
faying withal, " Now reap tlie fruit of thy former cle- 
mency. Thou gavcft me my life, now I put thee, into a 
-capacity to defend thy own." The prince, by this meapa, 
at length efcaped the danger he wjàx io ; and that day 
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the fortune of war was on liia fide. The French had a 
confiderable vidory. 

Thou fecft by this, that heroic aékions have Something 
divine in them, and attrae the Èivours of heaven. No 
man ever was a lofer by good works i for though he be 
not prefently rewarded, yet in tra^ <^ time fonie happy 
emergency or other arifes to convince him, ** That vifw^ 
tuous men are the darlings of providence/' 

Thou that art near the perfon of the Grand SIgnior, 
mayeft find an opportunity to relate this ftory to hint, 
which may make no unprofitable impreilion on his mind. 
Fnnces ever (land in need of faithful monitors. 

Adieu, great minifter, and favour Mahmut with the 
continuance of thy proteflion and friendihipu 

Paris, 45th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1646. 



XXV.— Ti^ Nassuf, Baja vf Nato/la. 

X RECEIVED thy letter as ad sirgument of the cotitiau* 
ance of that friendihip which was between us» when we 
livdd together in the feragUo. Since that time, thou and 
I have beefk employed abroad, in different fervices of our 
auguft emperor, who has now rewarded thy fidelity with 
a eommand, which, if it be not adequate to thy merit, 
is neverthelefs agreeable to thy wiflies* 

I coogratidate thy honour, and wifli thee a gradual in- 
creafe of it \ for fudden and violent leaps are dangerous. 
But our glorious fultan difcovers his abilities in nothing 
more eminently, than in adaptmg places of truft to the 
deferts and capacities of his feithful flaves ; fo that if he 
fhould in tim^ think fit to exalt thee to thè higheft dig- 
nity in the ftate, we migbt, from the choice of fo wife 
a prince, prcfage thee a better fortune than befel one of 

JD 2 



^é LETTERS WRITTEN BT VoI. III. 

thy name, in the feign of Sultan Achmct III. who from 
a flave fold in the market for three fequins, was advanced 
to an h9nour too weighty for his virtue, being made 
Vifier Azem, and lord of the moft delicious provinces ih 
Afia ; but being ambitious of abfolute fovereignty, he 
plotted treafon againil his mailer, which being difcover- 
cd, the fatal firm was figned, and all his defigns were 
ftifled with a bow-ftring. 

By this thou mayeft comprehend, how neccffary it is 
for princes not to overload any man with dignities be- 
yond the proportion of his humility and faithfulnefs. Yet 
rewards well placed, g^ve new vigour to the endeavours of^ 
a flave ; whereas, when good fervices are flighted, it does 
but quench the ardour with which they were performed. 
Few men are, fo fpiritual, as to do great and heroic 
things, purely for the fake of internal complacency ; and 
I doubt not" but the Decii themfelves, in fo freely facri- 
ficing their lives for their country, had regard to human 
glory. Even Seneca, whom one would take for the moft 
mortified ftoic of that age, by his writings, yet is con- - 
ceived to have found more encouragement in the tttst- 
Tures of gold, with which Nero's bounty had filled hi» 
coffers, than in all hia morals, of which he had fuch re- 
fined fentiments and elegant expreflions. 

What I have faid, thou hatt wifdom enough f apply 
to thyfelf, without being vain-glorious : Let thofe whom 
thou employeft ili any meritorious fervices, and who dif- 
charge their truft well, be encouraged with the fame 
proportions of bounty. Munificence will not only add 
to thy glory, but alfo advance thy intereft, fincc thou 
wilt ever have occafion for thy flaves ; and he who has 
once tailed thy liberality, as a reward for any eminent 
performance, had he no other motive than the plcafurc 
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of renewing £b profitable an experiment» will freely hazard 
his Hfe to ferve thee in an extremity. ^ 

. This method thou wilt find of no fmall ufe to thee in 
the wars to which thou art going, where it will be ne«- 
ccffary for thee to recompenfe the Icaft fingular bravery 
of the meanefi foldier, not only with applaufe» but with 
forae preferment in the army. This will not only prove 
a fpar to others, but even to the perfon fo rewarded, and 
put him upon new efforts of courage, to attra& the eyes 
of his munificent general. This will be the way for thee, 
in time, to have an army compofed all of captains, or 
men qualified for fuch. 

Yet let not this diminiHi the feverity of that difciphne, 
which is requifite to retain a profperous army in their 
obedience. I counfel thee to be Arid in requiring the 
kaft military duty, and induftnous in performing thy 
own part, which will be an example to the reft ; yet ra- 
ther be forward to lead in labours than in dangers, in re- 
gard thou wilt be more ferviceable in a battle, by thy 
counfels and orders, than by perfonally entering the com- 
bat. In all things, prefer the welfare of the Ottoman 
empire» to whatfoever elfe is moft dear to thee, even to 
thy own honour, which yet ought to be dearer to thee 
than thy life. 

If thou thinkell I have taken too much h'berty to ad- 
vife thee, accufe thyfelf for having honoured me with 
thy friendfhip, which admits of no rcferves in convcrik- 
tion. 

Pari», 7 th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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XXVI. — To tl}e Kaimacham. 

It is a vaft dilappointmciit to the Vcacdans, that our 
general in Candy has fo opportunely revidualled Canea 
and incrcafed the garrifbn there. Morofini is hlamed for 
this by thoie that wifli him no good. What will not envy 
ibggeil, when it beholds a man on the top of honour Ì 
This general, to give an enemy his due, is a man of fpi^ 
rit and true fortitude; neither courtbg nor fhunniog 
dangers in the fervice of his country, but when once en* 
gaged in perils for that caufe^ he is fearlefs as a lion. If 
he has not hitherto had occafion to give the ftate fo def« 
perate a proof of his loyalty, as once ^d the Roman 
Curtius (who bravdy galloped tneo the bottomlels okafiii 
to pacify their angry gods), yet he haa often d«moti* 
ffcrated, that his courage and fidelity come not (Kort of 
the ancient heroes^ In a word, he has done too much 
lor the repubtic of Venice, to efcape the fpleen of other 
grandees. All muft be generals, or the war will not 
profpér. ' Each tnan^s ambition diébtes this to the itatei 
that a man of condaék would foon expd the Turks out 
of that iiland ; thus, in his conceit, laying a tram for hia 
own jM-omotion. 

Wouldefl thou know Morofìni's crime, that excites all 
this pafBon i To fpeak the truth, it was an overfight ad* 
vantageous to the Ottomans. He put out with his whole 
fleet to lea, àisd left the port of Canea open, by which 
means, three of our fhips got in with plenty of provi- 
(ioiis ; fo that the town is now in a condition to fuftaia a 
long iiege, and the Venetians defpair of ever recovering 
it ; yet Morofini has made fo plaufible an apology, that 
the fehate have acquitted him, not judging' it confiftent 
either with juftice or their intereft, to fuiFer one mifcar* 
riagCi the effcA of a fair intention, to outweigh his nu- 
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tnerous merits and fervices ; for the occafion of his thus 
fuddenly abandoning the avenue of that haven, was to 
chafe fome of our veflch then under fail not many leagues 
off; and the taking of thofe veflels, on board of which 
were abundance of flaves, juftified to the fcnate the truth 
of his pretenfions* However, there arc not waadng fuch 
as fay, he hdd a private corrcfpondence .with our gene- 
ral ; others, that/the prefent governor of Canea had for- 
meiiy taken captive at fea a fon of Moroiini's, whom he 
DOW o£Feréd ta reftore, in cafe he would withdraw his 
fiiYps from before the haven for a» few days. I know not 
how far this m*y be credited ; but it is a certain truth 
that Morofiii has his fon again, and he defended himfelf ' 
by pleading, that hd redeemed him^ by exchanging a MsC-- 
hometan captive of equd quality, whom he had aboardl 
His fhip. 

And thou kiioweft, that this manner of barter is law- 
ful m war. Adon^ the Jew fends me this intelligence, 
and I dare believe him ; for fince the inftrueUons I fent 
him to Genoa, he has taken care to afccrtain his reports. 
I wiih it were as true that Moroiini coidd be prevailed 
on to accept the friendihips of the Sublime Porte ; but 
the charaóier of that general gives me no encouragement 
to hope for fo fortunate a treacheiy from his feverc 
virtue.- 

However, I will hope and believe, that the eternal pa- 
tron of true believers, will give fuch a happy iflue to the 
Ottoman arms in Candy ,^ and all other parts, as fhaU dif.. 
pofe the Nazarenes that remain unconquered, to honour 
HIM whom they have hitherto defpifed and blafphemed>- 
even the prophet, who could neither write nor read. 

Paris, 7th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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XXVII. — TdCARA iHkhiy dPhyftcian, at Conftanttnopk. 

X HE time of year is now come, wherein the earth 
turns her ioflde out^ and nature .calls forth the hidden 
virtues of that element, to grace the world with an in- 
finite variety of pleafant forms and colours. The eye is 
.loft in fuch a crowd of different beauties, and every fenfe 
is ravifhed with delightful objedts. The young men and 
virgins throng the fields, to behold the refurreftion of 
fiowers and herbs ; and the old feel new vigour fpringing 
in their bodies, as though they had been in Medea's caul- 
dron. £v,en Mahmut himfelf, who has drooped ail the 
winter, now begins to lift up his head, and partake in the 
common reftauration of all things. 

If I am capable of gue(Iing at the occafion of my fre- 
quent ficknefs, I believe it may in part be attributed t» 
the want of frcfli air in the place where I lodge. Theipe 
is a vaft difference between the flreets of Paris and thoie^ 
of Conftantinople. I feem to myfelf to be buried alive 
in this clofe city, where my chamber window affords me 
no farther profpedl than I can fpit ; whereas, in Conftan- 
tinople the gardens are fo intermixed with houfes, that it 
looks like a city in the midft of a foreft, and by the ad- 
, vantage of its fituation, is always refreftied with breezes 
from the fea. 

Befides the impurity of thefe infidels, who empty all 
their filth in the ftreets, fo that the dirt of Paris may be 
fmdt fome miles off, the uncleannefs of their diet contri- 
buted in no fmaH meafure to my diftempcr, being forced 
either to feed on flcfti with the blood in it, or live on 
herbs. They laugh at the nicenefs of the muffulmans, 
who will eat no meat that was knock<id down or ftran- 
gled. They feem to be greedy of blood, faving it in vef- 
fcls, and, mixing it with flour of wheat, make a certain 
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bread thereof, which they , dcyour . i^nthout the leaft 
fqueamifhnefs. A true believer would tremble at the 
%ht of fuch impiety. I tell thee it is impoffible to Hve 
among them, and not be polluted : They have no me- 
thods of purification ; they wallow and hug thcmfelves 
in their uncleanneis ; they are wòrfe than the beafts* 

Now the fpring has provided a new banquet, wherein 
tibere is jqo impurity, I am refolved to live like a muiTul- 
many and conform to the precepts of our holy Lawgiver, 
who, when he beholds my zeal and abftinence, will fend 
the angel of heahh from his paradife to repair my decay- 
ed conflitutionv. 

The French phHofophers are bufied in an inquifition- 
aRer certain kinds of birds, which, from the fecond day 
of this moon, they fay are not to be found in the whole 
kingdom, though the woods and fields were full of them 
during the winter. Some arc of opinion, that they fly 
to the moon ; aflertfng, that if their wings will but car- 
ry them beyond the magnetic force of the earth, it will 
be no pain to glide through the upper airy region till 
they arrive within the attra£live energy of that planet, 
where they will naturally feek refi. Others, with more 
probability, fay, that thefe birds take their flight to feme 
other region on earth, whofe climate is more agreeable to 
their nature, at this time of year. 

• I wifh I could as ealily once a-year take my flight to- 
Confbmtinople, where my heart is winter and fummcr. 
Adieu, dear Hali, and pity Mahriiut, who counts himfelf 
unhappy in nothing fo much as in being abfent from his 
friends. 

Paris, 7th of the 4th Moon, of the Year X646. 
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XXVIII. — To the Tefterdar, or Lord-Treafurer^ 

XT appears that France has feme eitraor^nary defign 
by fca;. When and where it will be put in exeoatio» »' 
not yet known ; but tke vaft preparaEfciont that are nuk- 
ing» £eem to threaten fboK foreign ia-v«£on rather ^an a 
naral conabat : It lookf as if they had an expeiHtion in 
hand greater than that of Xerxes, to make a biddge 
over the ocean, and join the feparabed parts of the world 
together. New arilenals are bnik in leverai maritine 
towns, and all the foreHs are cut down to fill them with 
timber for fhips of war ; the mountains are left naked of 
trees, and the fliately woods are tranfplanted into the ha- 
vens. An infinite number of men are employed in mak** 
xng cordage, chains, bullets, anchors, ordnance, and all 
other neceffaries belonging to a navy» 

Thi» is Cardinal Mazarini's projeót, mider pretence of 
fetting the poor of the kingdom at work* and diflmrden*' 
ing the commonweal^ of vagabonds and. idle perfons.*— 
But Mahmut is not placed here to be amufed with {iatr<> 
umbrages. It is evident that this minifter defigns to* 
render his mafter formidable on both dements; Agents 
are (ent to buy fhips in all parts ; and the xerj pcafants 
«ce forced from the vineyarda and fields to man the great* 
eft fleet that ever this kingdom fitted out to £ca. 

Laft. moon the Sienr de Quefne was fent to affiil Mon- 
fieur Chanut in purchafing veffels in^wcdeland. It feems 
there had been fome demurs in his negotiatràn ; to re- 
move which this latter was fent with frefh inftru^lon8.-<*- 
But Monfieur Chanut rcjedled him ; and ten day« ago 
came an exprcfs from that minifter, defiring that a more 
intelligent colleague might be fent him, in regard he 
found it difficult to treat fuccefsfuUy with a people toe 
much da:ted wIUi continual vidlories* 
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^ Upon this ttie court have fent a courier to Stockholm, 

[ with new order», whci^by he is forbid to make any far- 
[- thcr oterturcs, in order to the continuance of the league 
I between thofe two crown» ; diat France may not always 
appear in a fuppliatlt poftnre, wbilil the Swedes feem 
careiefs to conferve a friendlhip wkich they diemfdves 6xtt 
\ eoveted. 

i Thefe^mifmiderftandings may in a (hort time proceed?^ 

to a greater alienation, and in the end to an open rup- 
ture ; which has the more probability, in that General 
Koningfmark lately ftopped fome French troops in their 
march, under pretence of feeing their paiTports, but real- 
ly, as it is thought, to corrupt the foldiers, and withdraw 
them from the fidelity they owe their fovereign. 

This is • highly refcntcd here; and they begin to dif- 
courfe of making peace with Germany. 

What the ifTue of thefe things will be i» yet in the 

dark ^ but God, from wholfe throne hangs the chain ot 

deftiny, which reaches to the centre of the earth, will, I 

hope, fo difpofe of all human events, that the quarrels of 

[ Ali Nazarenes ihall minifter occailon to the Ofmans to.' 

. ificreafe the territories of our puiilant emperor.^ 

Paris, ift of the 5th Moon, of the Year 164^ 



XXI^t— ^Td Nat»an Ben Saddi, a Je*iv at Vienna^ 

1 CANNOT but highly applaud the refoliition thou haft 
takeo, as thy letter intimates, to inquire into the grounds 
o£ the religion thou art of. This (hows that thou £et- 
tcft ar value on thy reafon, and thinkcft thyfelf beyond 
the* pupillage of a child ; that thou efteemeft thyfelf of 
years tid make a choice of thy religion, and not to take 
it upon the bare credit of thy forefathers* It is certain^; 

D 6. 
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that error may be traditional as well as truth ; and the 
Pagan idolaters pleaded a greater antiquity for the altars 
of their gods, than could the followers of Mofes for the 
temple of Jerufalem, the tabernacle in the deli^, or for 
the promulgation^ of the law itfelf on Mount Sinai; 
iince there was fcarce a region on the continent which, 
had not eilablifhed rites and ceremonies of worfhip long 
before Mofes, or even Jacob, the great father of the 
Ifraelites,, were bom. 

Amongft the reft of the nations, Arabia, my native 
country, was peculiarly blefled with the footfteps of the 
illuftrious Ibrahim» grandfather to Ifrael, from whom the 
Jews defcend. In this happy country that renowned 
prophet fojoumed, converfed with angels, and, with the 
majtfty which cannot be uttered, he preached the unity 
of the divine eflcnce, converted the people from their 
idolatry, built an oratory at Mecca, and was taken up in- 
to Paradife» 

Ifmael, his eldeft fon, and heir of hts father^s fpirit, as 
of his territoms, trod in the footfteps of the afiumpt o£ 
God. He brake down the idols, alTerted one God, the 
refurre6lion> the <lay of judgment, the joys of paradife» 
and the torments of hell. His offspring multiplied, and 
peopled all the eaft 5 the princes of this holy Une fubdued 
the infidel nations, and rooted themfelves in the moft fer- 
tile regions of Afia, profeffing themfelves muffulmans, or 
true believers. Thus paffed the h'ght of God from the 
face of Ibrahim to his pofterity, by fucceffive generations, 
t31 at length it refted on the face of Mahomet, pur holy 
lawgiver, and was increafed with admirable fplendour by 
the frequent vifits of the angel Gabriel. He took the 
root of evil out of the prophet's heart, brought him 
down the Alcoran from Heaven, and gave him vi^ory ^ 
and honour ; caUed him by a new name, THE SEAL.^ 
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OF THE PROPHETS 5 earned him to the throne 
o£ God> through legions of deviU that waited helow 
the moon to deibroy him; and finally^ niade his fepulchre 
glorious» and reforted to by the believers of all nations 
QQ the earth. 

I fend thee this abftra^ of the muifulinan hijlory» to 
the end thou mayed fee what pretentions the children of 
Ifmael have to the true law, which you of the poftcrity 
of Ifaac would monopolize to yourfelves; as if God 
had not fent prophets to all nations, to lead them into 

. the right way, and not into the way of infidels. Never- 
thelefs, take not thefe things on my credit, but examine 

, the records of thy own nation, and the hiftory of pad 
times. Weigh all things in the balance ; confult thy 
reafon, which is an indeficient light to thofe who follow 
it. Your law was once pure and uncorrupted ; but in 
time th^ devil inferted many errors : He fcduced your fa- 
thers ; they returned upon their fteps, and fell back into 
idolatry. Then God raifed up^the Mefiias, to reform all 
things; but Him ye rcje6led ; and when he was taken up 
into paradife, ye reported, " That he was hanged on a 
tree.*' In this the Nazarenes are your fools, and fight 
againft. themselves j whilft they afTert, as you do, that he 
who is immortal and triumphant among the hundred and 
twenty-four thoufand prophets, " was crucified between 
two thieves ;" thus bringing a reproach on the apoftle of 
God, and on their own faith, in believing things incon- 
fiftent with the goodnefs and power of the divine ma- 
jefty. Without doubt, Jefus the Son of Mary, is a- 
fcended body and foul into paradife ; who, whilil he was^ 
on earth» faid, •* Worfhip one God, your Lord and mine.'* 
. Let me not feem importunate or troublefome, I feek 
x^ot to circumvent thy reafon, but to dire6l it. Think 
feycn times before thou change once. I will procure the 
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books of. our law ; peraits them with judgment^ and tell 
me then, whether thou haft ever feen aijy writing com*, 
parable to the Alcoran : The majefty of the ftyle fpeaka 
it above human original ; it » exempt from contradic- 
tion from the beginning .to the end ; it confirms the Old 
Tcilament, winch thou: believed: ; it is aU over clothed 
with light ; doubtlefs it is no other than a tranfcript of 
the book written in Heaven* 

If after afl thy fearch thou (halt determine otberwife, 
follow thou thy law, and I will follow mine. We both 
worfhip one God, Lord of the univerfe, 

Paris, lOtìi of the 5 th Moon, of the Year 164^. 



XXX.— To the. fame» 

Let not the fear of difpleafing thofe of thy nation bin. 
der thee from embracing the truth. God" (hall ptote^ 
thee from the malice of unbelievers. Thy interdi is al- 
ready great among the mufTulmans ; our auguft emperor 
will augment both that and thy honour. Take hold of 
the ftrongeft knot, and adhere not to Tagot^ The clean» 
Unefs and delicacy of the muifttlmans: may iiivite thee, 
which far exceeds that of the Jews, and yet is - void of^ 
fuperftition : y^c only obey the fincere diAates of na- 
ture, which teach us, that fo long as the foul dwells in- 
this manfion of fiefh, it partakes of bodily pollutions. It 
is to avoid thefé we abflain from certain* meats and drinks, 
which cannot be touched without contamination. To - 
tins end, do we dbfefve that fuperlative nicenefs in our 
wathings and purifications, which difcriminates us froni 
sdl the world befide. Doubtlefs, our laW is bat die law 
of Mofes^ reftifed anttfublimatcd from the dregs of ^d*. 
vchtitious crrof . 
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Write ofien to me, and whaterer reafcMia may prevail 
on th^e "not to change thy rdigion, let no argumenttf 
tempt thee to fwervc fiora thy fidelity to the fovcreigri of 
ibvereigns on earth, the Grand Sigmor, in whofe vein» 
runs the moft exalted hlood of the human race. 

Here is a reportiin this city, that the Ek<Elor of &an- 
denburg vnSl demand the Queen of Sweden in manage. 
Let me know if it be true, that I may inform the mini- 
ftcrs of tfce lofty Porte, from whom nothing ought to 
be concealed that ocdurs of moment betwixt the two 
Poles. 

Inform me alfo what paffea remarkable in the ajOTembly 
of the deputies at Munfter, and whether it be true, that 
the Danube has lately overflowed its banks, and carried 
away four hundred houfes in its rapid courfc. 

Such ftoriesare told here, by thofe who know not how 
to pafs away their time, but in hearkening after foreign 
news, to funaifti themfelves with matter to amufe the ere* 
duious, and beget admiration of their inteQigence. 

I have fent thee a watch of my making ; if thou ac« 
cepteft: if^with good will, it is a fufficient acknowlcdg* 
ment. 

"Wfeiy God, whofe prcfence fills the univerfe, difclofc 
himfelf to thee, in the way of falvation, and continue to 
bnathe good motions into thy foul. 

Parisj loth of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1646. 



XXXI. — 7o/^^ Kaimacham. 

ixi>ONAi the Jew has much improved himfelf in his btc 
pn^efa through Italy. He is gro^wn a . perfect ilatef* 
maf, having found out the way to penetrate into fecrets, 
aftd to df%iitch bufiue& without a^y npife. He tioìÌDiy 
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prove v^ryfervlccablc at. Ve):4Ìce, durlog.the prefent war 
of Candy;« His acquaintance in that city gives -him ac- 
cefs to the cabala of the fcnators, who fpare not, over 
their wine, to whifper the coupfcU of the ilate, and to 
defcant upon the meafures that are taken to defend the 
republic againft the inviticible provf^efft of the Ottomaa 
stfmies. 

It is publicly known, that they have fent ambaffadort- 
to the crown of Mufcovy, that of Poland and to the 
Qoflacs» inviting them to ent;^r into a league againd the 
Grand Signior. But few are acquainted with the pri» 
vate treaty they are -making with the baffa. of Aleppo. 
We owe this difcovery to the diligence and wit of this 
fon of Ifrael. He has drawn the fecret from the mouth& 
of feveral eniinent counfellors of fiate ; and affures me» 
tliat the fcnatc have made fuch propof^s to the govcr-. 
nor, as cannot fail of inducing him to. revolt». 

This may prove of ill confequence, if not timely prcs- 
vented^ the pernicious example of this bafFa, may in» 
cite others to tread in his fteps, efpecially his neighbours ^ 
of Sidon and Damafcus, who have for a long time me^ 
ditated a fovereignty, independent of the throne whicli. 
firit eftabB&ed them in.thofe charges. Beiides».thc finglc 
forces of this baila will be able. to give. a powerful diver- 
fion to the arms of the. empire already engaged in Candy». 
Daknatia, and other parts, by fea and land. He fays» 
the Venetians fpeak much in praife of this bafla's juftice, 
whereof they relate many examples j among the reft, a 
certain cook among the Franks of that city^ was accufed . 
of dreffing and felling putrified fliefh, whereby many that 
eat thereof were infeded with the plague. Complaint 
being made of this to the bafia, he fends for the cook, 
aad examines him about it ; he replied, that he fold none. 
buigoQd aad wbolefome meat, for if it happeaedi that*. 



Book L A SFV AT f ARIS. 89 

at any time he twis forced to keep any flefli in hi« houfe 
above three days, he fo feafoned it with fpices and herbs» 
as made it very fevoury, and without any 31 fcent. 

The baifa not having patience to hear any mote of this 
fetid apology, commanded his arms and legs to be cut 
off, and the veins to be feared up; ordering, that dur. 
ing the (hort time he had to h've, he (hould have no other 
food but what was made of his own limbs. 

They relate one more pafiage, of a complaint that 
was hiade.by a.peafanty whofe daughter this baffa's only 
fon had ravifhed. The bafla compelled him to marry her» 
with this charge, *^ Let me hear no more complaints of 
thee, unlefs thou art refblved to leiftve me without a 
fon/' 

It 18 reported here, that the King of Perfia has made 
a peace with the Great Mogul, and that they will botk 
tfun their forces againft ourauguft emperor. 

Here is alfo a courier arrived from Marfeilles, who 
brings news of the revolt of Cavarra ; the inhabitants of 
that place having (haken off the obedience they owe to 
the fultaii, and put themfelves under the proteétion of 
the Venetians ; and that General Grimani has taken four 
(hips of Ragufa, laden with ammunition for our army. 
He adds alfo, that Morofini has thirty fmall veffels, be- 
fides galleyp, under the very walls of the Dardanelles. I 
long ago fuggeftcd to the Vifier Azem, that the weak- 
nefs of thcfe caftles would one time or other encourage 
the Chriftians to perform fome notable exploit in the 
Hellefpont. But Mahmut's counfel was not regarded. 
Now the event juflifìes my advice, the Porte will confult 
the Security of that avenue. - 1 wifli they do not prac- 
life the Trojan wifdom. The Venetians have a power^ 
fui fleet : If they block up the Hellefpont, and hinder 
pur (hips from failing into the Archipelagói and the 
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ColTacSy in the mean while, cover the Black Sea with 
their barkS) committing a thoufand piracies and ravages, 
what will bcc<«ne of the imperial city ì Whence will they 
previde fuftenance for fo many millions of people as in- 
habit that city, and the parts adjacent ? 

Thefe things are worthy of confideration ; and thou 
who haft the care of that capital feat of the Ottoman 
empire, wilt not blame Mahmut for putting thee in mind 
of the danger which threatens even the feraglio itfelf at 
ihiB jiinAure. HoWever, I have done my duty, fage mi- 
irifter, and refer the reft to thy wifdom. My letters ar© 
all regiftered ; and if aftairs (hould fucceed ill, it will be 
matttfeiled, that Malira«t> who watches? night and day ta 
ferve the great mafter of the world, has not been want* 
m^ to gUt timely notice of what mi^ht be advantageous 
Co the moDarehy of the true faithftìl* 

Thou, who art cdeiirated for thy joftice and pmbity, 
pardon the liberty which my zeal for thy mafter and 
mine renders worthy of excufe. 

Paris, 19th of the 5 th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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LETTER I.— To the mojl Magnificent and IHuJlrious 
VisiìLK Az^My at the Porte. 

Us MIN the dwarf, whom I formerly mentioned, re- 
mains ftiU in the court, and continues his good offices in 
communicating to me fuch paflages as cóme to his. know* 
ledge. He has a fubtle wit, and bears no hearty love to 
the Chriftiansi though he be one himfelf in profciHon. 
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He frequeady vifits me, and tmftf me wkkbis fecretSé 
One day àe convinced me by evldeat circumftaaces that 
Cardinal Mazarini was projeéHiig to gire fome fecret and 
fudden blow to the Ottonum empire, for which Ofmin 
feems to be concerned by a natural inclinatioiiy beings as 
I told thee» bom of Mahometan parents ; lie was uneafy, 
till he had acquainted me with his apprcheniion^, ; and I 
gare him foch inftni^ions as I thought molt proper on 
this oecafioB« I fet my thoughu on the rack, to pre-i 
vent & dire a mifchief $ and having premeditated well on 
this afiair» I pitched on a courfe which would at once 
dear me from the cardinal's iiifpicion, and by feenung 
to £»K»u: his defigns> Woidd abiolutelf overthrow them« 
I went to him.boldiy one day, and being admitted to his 
clofet^ I thus addreHed that politician ; 

^* Tmirs are now nine years-elapfed, great miniiler» 
fioce I firil breotiidd the air of France, during all which 
time I have not only fhared in common with the natives^ 
the benefits which have accrued to this noble kingdom, 
under the aufpicious miniftry of Cardinal Richlieu, and 
his no lefs eminent fucceilbr, but have alfo received many 
paftiedar honours from that illuftriouB prince of the 
church, to which your eminence has been pkafed to 
make fome-undeferved additions. It is to you both I 
owe the charaéler which has introduced me into the ac- 
quaintance and favour of the nobility, who on that fcore 
have thought me worthy to inftrud their children in the 
Greek and Arabic tongues, have vouchfafed to admit me 
to their fait, and to encourage me with the hopes of fìnd« 
ing a comfbitable repofe in the bofom of the Gallican 
church, after a tedious peregrination from my own 
couatiy. 

^ When I reflc£t ba all the accumulated blcifinc^s I 
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enjoy» under the prots^iion of your emi^nee, bleffingt 
equally tranfcending. my. ambition as they do my merits, 
I apply all my ftodies^ to find out fome acceptable way 
of acknowledgment to my gracious benefactor : And bc- 
c^u£e nothing can be more welcome to the, guardian of 
France, than the means of advancing the public good of 
the kingdom committed to his care, I bow prefume, as 
a teftimony of. my gratitude, to propofe toh your emi- 
nence fome fpeculationSf which, if put in execatioxiy will, 
in my judgment, not only render France the moft for- 
midable and abfolute monarchy on earth, but alio the 
whole Catholic world in eternal obh'gations to her, and 
give juft reafon to change the ftyle of his MoH ChrifUaB 
Majefty, from Elded fon of the Church, to that of Fa» 
ther of all Chriftendom. 

** Your eminence will not wonder at the zeal of a 
ftranger, or the care that Titus of Moldavia takes for 
France. In being folicitoue for this kingdom, I confult 
the welfare of my own country, and of all the nations 
which profefs the faith of Jefus ; fince it is- eafy to 'fee, 
that in the fate of France, that of all Euiope is- in- 
volved. 

*' It is a long time fince the difmembered relies of the 
Roman empire bordering on Aiia found themfelves too 
weak to refift the puifiance of the Ottoman arms. All 
Greece was foon overrun by the warlike Turks. Traa- 
fylvania, Wallachia, Moldavia, with the greateft part of . 
the Upper Hungary, quickly became tributaries to the 
inveterate enemies of the Chriftian name ; and Germany 
itfelf is fo enfeebled by their repeated incurfion^ that all . 
the emperor can do, is to make difhonouraWc and coftly 
compofitions, buying a precarious peace with little lefs 
charges than would ferve fome more fortunate priace to 
carry on a glorious and fuccefeful w^r. Neither is the 
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ftate of Venice in any better condition of defence, the 
Turks having pared away whole provinces from that once 
iourifhing commonwealth, and by their continuai inva- 
fions and hoftilities, reduced her to a neceflky of mcr- 
chandifing with the Ottomto Porte for peace, which js 
ho fooner concluded, but on the leaft pretence is broke 
again by thofe who hold themfelves not obliged' to keep 
faith with CUriiHans. Behold at this tnne, without pro- 
vocation on the part of Venice, or a declaration of war 
by the Grand Signior, the late league broken on a fud- 
den, and in a moft clandeftine manner : Behold, Candy 
environed with their flfeet by fca, and her fertile plains 
covered with armies of Mahometans by land. Behold 
her cities in the hands of her enemies, and her villages 
laid defolate, her nobles put to the fword, and her mer- 
diants led into captivity. In fine, behold this a/Hid^ed 
oommonweahh yet ftruggling with her fate, and fending 
her ambaifadors to all the princes and dates of Chriften- 
dom, demanding, or rather, in a fuppliant manner, im- 
plonng their afliftance ; yet fhe finds little or no help 
from any but the Pope and the knights of Malta ; and 
his holinefs has enough to do to preferve the patrimony 
of the church from violence. The fiate of Genoa is too 
intent upon her traffic, to regard the calamities of her 
neighbours ; and aB the princes of Italy have fuch di- 
vetfions at home, as render their application to things 
abroad very cold and indifferent. In the mean while,^ 
the Turks 'g^n ground, double their firength, and in- 
creafe their viélories ! O deplorable fiate of Chriftendom ! 
Is there ÌIO redrefs for thefe miferies ? Yes, furely there^ 
is ! and fuch a redrefs, as only lies in your power, great* 
numfter, to apply ; which, in the experiment, I dare af- 
fwe will prove effeétual. 
" I do not pretend to the vifions and infpiratioiis of 
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Peter the Hermit^ who gsirbled fecdbr and dmiìeoflic^, 
and anniog himfelf in habitintent» of fteel» went dragoon* 
ing np and down Chrift^id^n^, at the head of a cónfufed 
rabbie, to Tender himfelf popular, mi ^cq^W the tijipk 
charadler of pilgrim, prieft, and citptain» The* SL fiic- 
cefs of hÌ3 ra(h expeditions ihowed» that he was oalj ftui^ 
with a re%iott8 calice, and that God approved not his 
foHy. I do not go abou^to prcqpofe ^another crufade» or 
contrive a way to Hied whole dfluge» of human Uood» 
with no otlver confequetice) than to ftain hiftory with the 
fanguipe najemoirs of Chafifteadofa'^ vanity and misfor* 
tune. B^de^^i, that would be foond impro&icahle, in 
this age, \^hich was eafy to put in execution five or ùx 
hundred years ago. The world is fiQt fo devout now, as 
it was in thofc day» ;* neither are njen fo prompt to run 
the rifk of their lives on religious erji^iidss, for the honour 
of being efteemed martyrs. It wijj be difficult to find 
out a' new lift of Godfreys, Baldwin^,, Guys^ and other 
heroes^ to lead the champions of the crofs through all ' 
t^e hardihips of fea and land, fo many hundri^d mfles, 
into remote and defolate regions, to con^at mo^ o^y 
wkh fiefh and blood, but wi^h famine, peftflence, and all 
the mi&nes of human life ^ and, as if this were pa^ 
enough, to (heath their {words alfo in e9ch others bowels, 
for pun&iUos, mere trifles of rniJì^jnen. honovr^ and Si- 
timed emulation ; and aB this oidy to pur^haie the em|^y 
title of King of Jertfalem, or the precarious s^borlty 
of a Grecian emperor ; both fhort-Hved honours ; the one 
to be loft in a little time,, with all Paleftine» to the Sftra- 
cens J the other depending only on the pleàfi«e of the 
multitude! Such were the, glorious fruits of the Cbrifi 
^an arms in thofe days! Such the triumphsc attenxSng 
our vidories ! Thefe the trophies i.wtóeH our fothiars e- 
reikd to their own difgrace ; whdi, after » war of €o 
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many ytar^, they left the iioij Land in a worfe %oq« 
ditlon thaa they found it; and of fo many hundred 
thoufand men ^s marched thither» threatening the utter 
fubverfion of the Saracen empire, there fcarce returned 
enough to difjperfe the news of their own overthrow. 

** Waving therefore thefe vifionary rafli expeditions, 
I now propofe to your eminence an undertaking, which, 
though it may make lefs noife in the world, yet carries 
more probability of fuccefs, and will not only promote 
the intereil of France, but redound to the advantage of 
all Europe. 

** No man who is acquainted with hiftory, can be Ig- 
norant what claims the Kings of France have made to 
the empire of the weft fince the days of Charlemaigne, 
the royal predeceflbr of his prefeut majefty, who was dig- 
nified with the Imperial title by the fovereign bifRop. 
Neither is it unknown, by what artifices the Houfe of 
Attftria have procured tbe tranflation of this facred au- 
thority to their own family. 

" Your eminence Is fenfible by what tyrannous and 
unjuft methods- they have maintained themfelves in this 
higheft pitch of human glory ; and not content with this, 
how they have afpired after the monarchy of the whole 
world. All the north have groped under the burden of 
their infuppertable tyranny ; and their encroachments on 
the ibuth, haye rendered that Hue little lefs infamous. 
They J^pare neither civil nop ecclefiaftlcal rights, in the 
pui^ult of their ambition, not even the patrimony of St. 
Peter, which has ever been cfteemed facred and invio- 
lable by Chriftian princes. They have facked Rome it- 
felf, and led the fupreme paftor of the church into cap- . 
tivity. What fhould I fpeak of the Hollanders, Swit- 
zers, Grifons, and other nations, which, Impatient of 
•the Auftrian yoke, revolted from their cruel mafters, and . 
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have ever fince alTerted their liberty by the force of their 
arma ? What fhould I mention the frequent troubles in 
Bohemia, Tranfylvania, and Hungfary, when the inhabi- 
tants of thofe countries, grown defperate with their 
daily oppreffions, hare bravely endeavoured to redeem 
themfelves and their pofterity from perpetual fervitudc, 
but for want of a powerful protedlor, have been forced 
to yield to their old mailers ? That inceftuous race arc 
grown odious to the whole world ; even the princes of 
the empire are forced to fmother their refentments, when 
they eledl one to poffefs the i]nperial diadem whom they 
cannot but hate. 

*^ That therefore which I aim at in this addrefs, is, 
to reprefent to your eminence, how eafy it will be in this 
junéiure, for his mod Chriftian majefty to recover the 
imperial crown, which of right belongs to none but the 
fuccelTors of the renowned Charlemaigne ; and which 
even the greateft part of the Germans themfelves wifh to 
fee placed on the head of Lewis XIV. Moft of the c- 
leétors are already inclining to the interefts of France : 
It will not be difficult to win the reft. The Hunga- 
rians, &c. long for a deliverer ; and the other provinces 
beyond the Danube, will freely open the gates of their 
citSes to let in his armies, whom they look on as the hope ' 
of all Chriftendom. The Helvetians, who are allies of 
this crown, will not foil to perform their part. The 
Swedes have already plucked many feathers from the 
ravenous eagle ; and the forces of this crown have blunt- 
ed her talons. Another campaign will qufte deplume 
her, enervate her laft vigour, and end the tedious con- 
troverfy. 

** Let not therefore an uiltimely peace with the- em- 
peror, fo much talked of, ftop the current of the French 
triumphs ! Let not the finifter pra6lices of German pen- 

2 
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fioners in the SwedKh coart, occaiion a rupture between 
two the moil potent and vldorious crowns in Europe ! 
Or rather» let not Queen Chriftina reap the fole glory 
of fo fortunate and profitable a war ! His majefty has a 
formidable army by land, and in a fhort time will have 
an invincible fleet by fca. Continual viéiorics court the 
perfeverance of the French valour, whilll the juftice of 
your caufe invites to the battle. 

** All things confpire to put a period to the Auftriaa 
grandeur. Only fnatch the prefent opportunity, which, 
once loft, may never be recovered again. It was only 
the fudden and unexpe^d fete of Henry IV. this king's 
grandfather, of eternal memory, that hindered him from 
putting in execution the fame defign I now propofe ; and 
if Lewis XIII. did not profccute it, it was becaufe he 
wanted a favourable jwiélure. Now, behold it oflFers it- 
fclf ; it is in your power, fupreme direftor of the ftate, 
under his majefty, to build the fortune -of France fo 
high, that all the nations of Chriftendom may repofc 
under it« (hadow. Purfue the faccefs which Heaven has 
already granted ; and when all Europe is thus fettled in 
a durable peace, either making honourable friend/hips 
with, or entirely fubmkting to this new Gallic empire, 
then will be the time to call the Ottomans to an account, 
for tht? ravages and fpoils they have committed in Chrif- 
tian countries, and to carry our arms to the walls of Con- 
ftantinople, and drive thefe barbarians back to their pri- 
mitive rocks and defarts, from whence they have thus 
long ftraggled, to ruin the moft defirable provinces of Afia 
and Europe, nay, and of the whole world. 

" There is no other way but this, in my judgment, to 

flop the progrefs of the Turkifti vidories ; fince it is im- 

poiEble to make a durable peace among Chriftian princes 

but by conqued, I mean fuch a peace as will infpire them 

FoL III. z 
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with the refolution, and put them into a capacity, to 
unite all theh* forces in a war againft the Mahometans- 
As for the prcfent condition of the republic, if their 
lofies were greater than they are hke to be, yet they will 
be inconfiderable, in comparifon of the mighty gain 
which will aftei-wards accrue, not only to them, but to 
all .the Chriftian nations, by advancing the French crown 
to that height of grandeur defigned for it by fate. Hi- 
therto the Chriftian princes have only endeavoured to ap- 
ply a remedy to the part particularly affe^led ; from 
whence, if by fortune they chafed the diftemper, it foon 
brake out in fome other member ; whence it came to 
pafs that we loft province after province, and the Turks 
are almoft gotten into the heart of Europe. If there- 
fore we defign to drive them thence, it is ncceflary to fol- 
low this method, which will be found the only way to 
pluck this evil up by the roots. 

" Go on then, raoft prudent and illuftrious guardian 
of the crown, deftined to command the earth : Go on, 
and lift up our great mafter to the wreath with which 
the tutelar angel of Europe is ready to environ his facred 
temples. Let not the German deputies at Munfter any 
longer amufe you with feigned pvertures of peace ; but 
purfue the propitious fate of France, which waits to lead - 
our armies to vidlories, triumphs, and glories, and to efta- 
blifh a new empire in the world, to which all nations 
diali pay homage, and fly for protedion.'* 

Thou feeft, illuftrious and ferene vifier, that I have 
ufed much flattery in this addrefs. It is a neceflary yice 
in the court of France, where no Diogenes can have au- 
dience. It cannot be expeéled that I (hould difcovcr, by 
the cardinal's anfwer, wht^t his fcntiments were of my 
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proje^. He is of a dtebonair humour, and will rather 
feign virtues to commend in another man^ than put him 
to the blufh by mention ÌHg his real vices. This is an cf- , 
£t6i of his natural difpofition, which he is wife enough 
to improve to the ends of policy ; there being no fiib tiler 
artifice to gain a popular efteem, than by the reputation 
of a generous temper. 

However, I think I faid nothing that coukl juftly of- 
fend him, unlefs he were endued with the incommunica-> 
ble gift of difceming hearts ; for otherwife, at the worft, 
he could but tax me with a loyal prefumption and mif- 
take, in propofing things altogether impradicablc. 

Thefe were fuch as thou wilt eafily difcern, when thou 
confidereft, that though they appear fair and eafy in the 
attempt, as the circumftances of Europe are at prefent, 
yet the revolution of a few moons may quite change the 
face of affairs : New and unthought-of difficulties may a- 
rife ; the emperor may make a peace with Swedeland, 
the pope might interpofe his mediation and authority, the 
affembly at Munfter might have a conclufion according 
to their wifhes, the elcAoral princes might be more firm- 
ly faftened to the intereft of the empire ; befides, another 
campaign may prove as fatal to the French, as the for- 
mer have been propitious. After all, if they fhoi^d find 
encouragement to begin ^his enterprife, and fhould meet 
with anfwerable fuccefs in the profccution of it, yet a 
thoufand occurrences would emerge, to hinder them from 
enjoying their new gotten empire long, or from being 
able to maintain a war agaiitft the empire, whofe fubjeéls 
ire infinite, and treafures inexhauflible. 

If thou, who art the light of the Ofman monarchy, 
flialt approve of what I have done, my happinefs will be 
great ; neverthclefs thy reproofs will not make mc mifer- 
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abk, fitìce they arc arguinents of thy condcfccnflon. and 
favour. 

Fari», loth of the tfth Moon, of the Year 1646. 



11. — To Ismael Mouta Faraca, a White Eunuch. 

X HY letter is come fafe to my hands^ accompanied witk 
a munificent prefent from Egti Boynou, who thou tdleft 
me is deprived of his eyes by the Grand Signior*s order. 
1 condole the calamity of my friend, yet accufe not the 
juftice of him who is mailer of us alL We are mufiul- 
mans, and mud not difpute the pleafure of Heaven, or 
the commands of our fovereigns. It is an argument of 
their clemency, when they retrench their ang'er, and fpart 
the lives of their flaves. The fultan is merciful in a high- 
er degree, in not extending his hands to the wealth of 
olir friend, but has left that and his liberty untouched, 
whereby he is ilill in a capacity of enjoying many plea- 
fures^ which are denied to thoufands who have their 
fjght. 

I do not write this, as if I were void of compaHion 
toward my friend. ' I owe him dill the fame affeétion, as 
when he was able to read the finccrity of it in my face. 
But I would not have the lofs of hra eyes abate the fight 
ef his foul, which is his reafon. Let him remember, thiat 
a fiamous philofopher has done that voluntarily to lrim« 
felf, for the fake of a lefs interrupted contemplation, 
which is impofed on our friend as a punifhment. There 
is no outward difafler can hurt the optics of a itAùà 
guarded with patience, and fliMt up within the circles of 
its own light. Such a foul is impregnable againft all the 
affaults of fortune, and triumphs over deiliny itfelf. 

Befides^ our beloved eunuch can iUll converfe with his 
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friends, which is a privilege the deaf would almoft gt^re 
their eyes to enjoy. It is hard to determine which of 
thofe two fenfes would be milTed with leaii regret, efpe- 
cially to a man, who, by his excellent voice and ikiQ in 
finging, feems to be the very foul of mufic. 

What is it in all this infinite variety of vifiblc obje£ls 
that affefts the eye with fo refined a pleafure, but the 
harmonious difpofition and fymmetry of the parts, which 
Gompofe the whole fcene of the univerfe ? And may not 
that pleafure be trandated to the car, when it receives 
the proportionate meafures and erquifice cadences of 
founds ? Certainly mufic is no other than beauty to the 
ear, as beauty is mufic to the eye. 

But our friend Egri needs not thefe encourageinents ; 
he underflands the way to make himfelf happy, and has 
wifdom enough to put it in pradlice. 

The Grand Signior's fury is pacified. Egri lives : He 
has houfes and gardens ; gardens repleniflied with all 
manner of fruits and flowers to gratify his tafle and fmell : 
He is mailer of much treafure in filver and gold» and of 
many (laves. If all thefe cannot contribute to his feli- 
city, he is mafter of himfelf, which is eiFential bs^pi- 
nefs. 

Thou who fucceedeft him in that honourable ppft, attd 
guardefl the avenue of the majeflic chamber, where the 
addrefies and fupplications of all the princes of the ear^ 
are made at the feet of ' our augu^ emperor, watch thy 
fenfes, and obey thy reafon. Rera^ber thy predece&rf s 
fiite, and forget not Mahmut : But above all things, for- 
get not thyfclf» Adieu. 

VsLrU, 20tii of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1646. • 
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III.—Ti Dgnet Oglou. 

1am extremely furprifed, and equally troubled, at the 
i'evcre puniflimcnt which Sultan Ibrahim has inflided on 
Egri Boynou. His, fuc^eflbr, Ifmael Mouta Faraca, fcnt 
me the lirft news of it, but faid nothing of the eunuch's 
crime. Neither would I requeft that fatisfadlion of a man, 
who dc;riv^s a new luftre from the tragical cclipfe of my 
friend, Lfì, my love fhould have betrayed my difcretion, 
and tempted me to utter that which is not proper for a 
flave of the Sultan's to exprefs. * Our thoughts are our 
own whilft we keep them chained up in our breads ; but 
if once we fuffer them to take air in words, they become 
another man's, who may make ufe of them to our ruin. 
I never had familiarity enough with Ifmael, t,a truft him 
with reflc£lions of this nature. Befides, his own letter 
to me difcovered too much freedom to be void of defign, 
it being the firft that ever pafFed between us ; which for 
that reafon ought to have been dilated in a ftyle more 
•referved^ I fet him a pattern in my anfwer, not letting 
a word efcapc my pen, which might fpeak lefs rtfignatioa 
to the will of our mailer, than tendcrnefs for my friend's 
fuffering. 

But with thee I dare ufe greater freedom : .My long 
experience of thy integrity will juflify this boldnefs. 
Tell me, my Dgnet, was it not the blindnefs of Sultan' 
Ibraiiim^s pafllon, which has robbed Egri of his fight ? 
An/wer me without difguife. Was it not fomc caprice of 
jealoufy ? Was it'not becaufe the matter thought be faw 
too much, that the flave fees not now at all ? If that fenfe 
was not judged criminal in Egri, why was it in particular 
punlfhed ? But it is in vain to meafure the cruel frolics of 
a fovereign monarch by a rule, who makes his will a lavr* 
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The Chriftians fay, the Ottoman princes are butchers, 
and the whole empire fhambles, where perfons of all de- 
grees are facrificed to the lull or pafllon of à tyrant. I 
tell thee, though I approve not the licentious tottgues of, 
thefc infidels, yet it appears too true, that fo uncontroul- 
■ able a power as the Eaftern monarchs art^ nveftcd with, 

I prompts tliem to commit many violences, for which juf- 

1 tice can make no plea. It were to be vriflied, that the 

pradiees of the fublime feraglio did not too often verify 
it. Suffer me to be exafperated a little for the cruel fen- 
tence executed on any friend, the moft accomplifhed per- 
fon within the walls of that magnificent palace. Doubt* 
Icfs, he owes the lofs of his eyes to the grudge of fome 
envious minion, who would not brook fo dangerous a ri- 
val in the fultan's favour ; for this unfortunate eunuch, 
who charmed all hearts, had made fome impreffion alfo 
on the cruel Ibrahim's. lie often loved to hear him fing 
the Kvriy Doric ftrains to chafe away his melancholy; for 
Egri is a fecond Orpheus, whofe voice, thou knoweft, 
infpired the trees and rocks with paifion. Befides, he 
has many other gifts, which rendered his perfon and con- 
verfation. deleAable to all, and taught the whole feraglio 
new leflbns of Platonic love. 

When thou hafl received this, I defire thee to give hinr 
a vifit. Thou knov^icft his houfe at Calata. Embrace 
him in my name, and give him a kifs of faithful friend- 
fhip. Forget not alfo to return him my acknowledgments 
for the diamonds he fent me ; and cheer him with thi» 
thought, that one day his eyes fhall be renewed in para»' 
dife, far brighter than thofe glittering jewels. Adieu. 
Paris, 20th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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IV.— To DicHiEu Hussein, Baffa. 

J T is not cafy to gucfs at the motive ^hich induced the 
Duke of Orleans to begin this year*» campaign in fo ri- 
Iforous a feafón. It was the firft moon^ and the ground 
was covered with deep fnows (an ill time to march in aa 
enemy's country) ; and when thefe fnows were diHolved, 
flcwds followed. It fecms as if he were thirfty of fame» 
and would acquire the charaéìer of a hardy warrior ; re- 
foWing to ihun no fatigue which might advance the repu- 
tation of his arms^ 

The Duke of Enguìen, fpurrcd on with a gforioust«- 
muktion, foon followed with another army, hut by a dif- 
ferent road. There are four marefchals of France gone 
with tUera. Hiefe early marches make a great noife.— * 
But little of a^ion could be cxpeéled, while the wary 
Flemings, knowing the pafies of the country, and the 
force of the floods, have kept their winter-qu^urters, 
fpending that time at eafe, in preparing all things necef- 
fafy for a more feafonable campaign, which they have 
now begun. 

In this the Spaniih pob'cy defervcs commendation, who 
would not expofe the health and lives of their foldiers to 
unneceffary rigours, but waited till the fun had well dried 
up the imwholefome damps of theearth, and (bedding his 
benigner influence through the air, invited them forth 
into the field. Bat when I thus approve the wifdom of 
the Spaniards, think not that I condemn the fprightly 
genius of the French, who feem to approach neareft the 
bravery of the muffulman armies. 

The aftion of a French officer was worthy of remark, 
who being fent from the camp with letters to the king 
and queen, arrived at the court, the 24th day of the fe- 
cond moon, whilft the ground was yet frozen hard. Af- 
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ter -be had delivered his meflage, the chamberlain of the 
royal houfehold appointed him a lodging for that mght 
in th^ king's palace» he being to retiurn to Flaodera the 
next day. Bat he gcneroufly refuted it^ faying, ** It be* 
came not him to lie in a bed dF down» when his general» 
with the whole army» were forced to fleep on the froz^ 
earth. Therefore^ caufing fome ftraw to be brought ont 
of the iftables» he look his repofe thereon in the open air. 
The young king, extremely pleafed with his gaUaa- 
try, ordered him an hundred pieces of gold» and recom- 
mended him to the Duke of Orleans as one of the brav^- 
ed men in his army. 

I fwear by the whifUiag of the winds». and the ruffling 
•f the leaves, that I honour fuch virtue even in an infi^ 
del. 

Paris, »oth of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1646. 



v.— To Kbilker. Hassan» Bà^. 

jL HV letter is come to my hands» with the prefent of 
kopha» which is fo much the more acceptable» becaufe 
thou broughtefi it thyfelf from the valley of Admoim» the 
place of my nativity. It is an evident fign that thou hafi 
not forgot thy countryman» in that thou condefcendeil to 
oblige him in fo peculiar a manner. The place where 
we drew our firft breath is always dear to moitals ; and- 
thc remembrance of that delicious vale affects Mahmut 
with lingular delight. It is 'true indeed I was brought 
from tlience before I could diftinguifh one place from an- 
other ; but I have vifited that region fince, and have rea- 
fon to pronounce it the mod delectable part of Arabia. 
Had the Grecian poets feen that paradife» they would 
act have fo extolled the celebrated fields of Tempe ia 
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Theffaly, Tim happy vale is the elyfium of the world, 
*l)ieired with an eternal fpring. 

Thou art highly obliged to the fultan for the liberty 
he has given thee to vifit the place of thy cradle, and to 
fojoura fo long among thy kindred. Thy father was fe- 
mous^ in that country for hunting of Kons, and other 
beafts of prey. I have heard fome of our tribe praife 
kis valour and dexterity in the chace of thofe fierce ani- 
mals. They told me, that in the fpace of two years he 
had prefented the Beglerbeg with twenty lions heads 
killed by his own hand ; that he had three tame ones in 
his boufe, which he had taken when whelps from a lion- 
efs of^ prodigious bulk ; that the walls of his houfe were 
hung' wkh th^ ikins of tigers, panthers and lions, the 
trophies of his indefatigable diligence, fkill, and courage, 

» in purfuit of wild beafts. In a word, they faid he was 
the moft fuccefsful hunter in all Arabia. If thou inhc- 
riteft his inclinations as well as his blood (for they com- 
monly go together), thou haft had a fair time to range 
thi^orefts, and purge the d^fart of thofe ravenous crea- 
tures. Were it not for the enmity of the gnats, the eaft 
w^ould be overrun with ^.thefe favages. They fey, this 
little defpicable infeA dcftroys more lions than all the 
huntfmen in Afia ; for, fwarming about them in the heat 

— 4jf fummer^ they chiefly fallen on their eye-lids, which 
they fting fo vehemently, that the lions, thinking tONcafe 
themfelves by fcratching, often tear their own eyes out, 
and fa are famifhed. 

To underftand well the different natures of beafts, is 
a ftudy fit for kings. It was the glory of Solomon, to 
be accurate in this knowledge; and Alexander the Great 
had fuch an efteem for it, that he beftowcd on Ariftotle 
the phllofopher eight hundred talents, only for writing a 
treatife of animala. Our Holy-^Prophet vVa» eminent a. 
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bove all other mortala» for his familiauty with the brutal 
generationfty underftanding their qualities and language» 
and often difcourfing with them. When, he lived in the 
defarty a libi^d continually waited at the door of his 
cave,, and did all the offices of a kind and fakhfkd fer« 
vant. Such grace is given but to a few* 

But I forget my own opportunity of ventii\g my af- 
fe^ions to my country and my friends. I forget that I 
am writing to one who is newly come from Arabian 
Would to God I could fee thee, were it but for an hour. 
I have a thoufand queftions to afk about my relations) 
and what changes have happened fuice I was there.- 

But I mufl facriiice thefe natural fondncifes to the wiH 
of deftiny. I am a dcoible e.^^ik ; :uid lìnee it is for the 
Cervice \}f the Grand - Signior» I am refigned. 

Adieu, happy minifter ; and if Mahmut may be ad- 
mitted «fometimes to mingle with the train of thy better 
thoughts» he (hall count himfelf happy wherever he is. • 

Paris, 2^ of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1646. 



VI, — To Hussein, Btjjh. 

JL HE taking of Retimo -in Candy, has filled the Na^ 
zarenes with apprehenfions of greater calamities. , j 
The firft fortunate ftrokes in a war, make deep im*^ 
preflions on the enemy, the vulgar looking on them as 
the index of their future deftiny. But repeated fucceffcs 
chill their vitals> bereave them of courage and hope, 
leaving them nothing but ominous portents, and fuper«> 
ilitious prefages of their approaching ruin. So hard :a 
thing it is to judge of humau events, witKout being can- 
ned into extremes. They already give over the whole 
iHand for loft. I wiih smd believe it may prove true^ 
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Yet at the feme time I know the forwrac of war is im- 
eertauo^ and another campaign may repair or reveii^e 
the damage they have fuAained m thm dad thd fbraier* 

The Venetiam ioft five thoofand men before the w^ 
«f that tcrsm, among whom was General Coroarov the 
viceroy of the iikmdy flain in the iirft onlet, befides what 
ygtere killed by our foldiers when they entered with the 
retreating Candiota^ and facrificed all to the heat of mar- 
tnl paffien. 

Bat that which al^peared moft ominous to their caiife» 
though the prefent damage were lefs, was the falling <mt 
of the fopraycditor, and the provcditor of the ifle, who 
Boti a^eeing about the extent of their afferent com- 
fiftiifions, formed two parties, between whom there hap- 
pened a furious encounter, in which four hundred wete 
ilain on both fides. 

Thefe iinifter events occafioncd the republic to make . 
fre(h applications to the court of France ; and an am- 
baifador is fent from this crown to Conftantinople, in or- 
der to mediate a peace. They -call him Monfieur de Va- 
rennes, a man of a prefumptuous difpofition, and who 
delights to attempt difficult things. When there couid 
not be found a perfon willing to undertake a negotiation 
which carries fo little probability of fùcceeding, this gen- 
tleman, in a bravado offered himfelf ; teHing the qneen, 
that he made no doubt of Ìo reprefenting matters to the 
Grand Signior, as would infallibly produce a peace. 

It had been ealy for Cardinal Mazarini (\«diofe coun^ 
fel the queen follows in all things) td have hindered this 
man's Voyage. But thofe who are acquainted with the 
pique that is between them, conclude, that the cardinai 
confented to his commiffion, on purpofe to lay a train 
for his fixture difgrace ; as knowing the bddnefs^ of his 
temper was far from being feconded.with equal wSfiiém 
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and-condiidt ; and that» though he was prone to linder- 
take great and faazardoùa a^tox», yet he never had the 
good foTtooe to acGompliih any thitig of momcae. 

TThey that know this geatleman't àmmStiety hjf that 
any example wiM encourage him to raih iato labyrhilitfi 
and perils ) and where examples are wanting, he is am- 
bitious to be made one himfelf. He ' fcUrs not to tread 
in the footfteps of fuch as have mifcarricd in the moft 
defperate enterprifes ; but promises himfelf fuccds, wheve 
a thoufand have fa2ed« In fine, he is efteemed the taAi* 
eft man living. 

I fend thee this defctiption of the f'rénch aOibaflador, 
that thou mayefl conmiunicate it to the fovereign divan. 
It will be no fmall advantage to know the temper and 
qtialiiications of foreign miniilers refiding at the auguft 
Porte, efpecially at this jundlure, Whereon, the fate oi 
Chriftendom depends^ Befides^ thete cahtiot be too great 
cauwion uied to obviate the fubtle trains, of Cardinal Maw 
zarini, who, I fear, is contriving no kind ofSces to the 
Ottoman empire. 

I kifs the hem of thy veft, iliuilrious bafia, and bid 
thee adieu. 

Pari», 2d of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1646. 



VII To the fame. 

A HE captain bafla has the reputation of à good feaitiafi 
amei^ thè French. They highly applaud lus expedr» 
tioos relief of Canea, and no lefs commend the fecrecy 
wi^ which he landed his army, and took the tovni- of 
Retimo. The French are generally great crìtica in mi* 
litary affairs, dàà are not fo partial to the honour of the 
Chriftiansy. as to itny the praifce that are due to an txr 
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pert leader among the muflulmans. Yet they are incon* 
ftant, and fcldom retain the fame fentiments long. E very- 
circulation of their blood begets new friendfhips, new 
opiftioflSy new cenfures. In this they feem to inherit the 
vices of the ancient Gads, as well as their country. 

A Roman emperor, who made war in this nation» 
has left excellent memoirs behind him ; wherein, among 
other thii^, he defcribcs the nature of the Gauls, their 
^fpoTitions, and genial inclinations. He that fhall read 
his writings, which were penned above fixteen hundred 
years ago, and (hall converfe with the prefent French, 
win eafily conclude, that the latter are a living tran- 
icript of the- former, and that their humours and a6iions 
are exadly copied from his words. Yet in nothing does, 
the charaAer of the primitive Gauls fuit more truly to 
the prefent inhabitants, than in their furious onfets in a 
battle, and their equal readinefs to flight. Their iirfi 
afiault feems to fpeak them more than men ; their feconda 
Icfs than women ; and they fddom venture on a third. 

Wilt thou know then, how they obtain fo many fignal 
viAories ? It Is by ftratagems and money. Where they 
cannot circumvent their enemies, they corrupt a party of 
them with bribes and penfions. Thus they purchafe 
their conquefts \vith a more powerful metal than fteel. 
The force of gold, to which all things yield, lays cities 
and provinces at the feet of this invincible monarch. 

But I pray Heaven fo to profper the armies of the 
empire founded on virtue, that this infidel prince, and all 
Ahe Nazarenes, may experience their gold to be as inef- 
fedlual as their Cwords, againfl the valour and juft re«> 
venge of the true believers. 

Paris, ad of the 7tb Mood, of the Year 1646. 
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VIII. — To the Venerable Mvtti, Sovereign Guide of the 
Urue Believers, 

J. Hou, who art all goodnefs, the arch-type of clemency 
and virtue, wilt not number me among the importunate, 
for fo often troubling thee with difputes of our holy law. 
I aik thee no common quellions, neither am I captious, 
feeking occafions to darken what is apparent, or invali- 
date the teftimony of him who touched the hand of God. 
I revere the holy oracles, and the book not didlated oix 
earth. Every chapter I read in the Alcoran, makes me 
blefs the angel who took fo many flights to bring down 
tjie facred pages from heaven ; and my reverence is in- 
• creafed towards that volume of glory, when I confider 
it was not haflily compofed, every verficlc being the proi 
òuéì of divine premeditation. Doubtlefs it excels all 
the writing^ in the world. No fcripture, before or fince, 
has approached to the myfterious elegance of thofe ce- 
leflial lines. . Yet methinks I find a great profundity of 
wifdom in the treatifes of the ancients. 

Thou wilt fay, my flation requires me to read men 
more than books, being not fent hither to contemplate, 
but to a6l for the intcreft of my mafter and the Ottoman 
empire. It Is true, my bufinefs is now to unravel the defigns 
of the infidels ; but bear with me, if I tell thee, that io 
order to this I took no wrong courfe, when in my young- 
er years I applied myfclf to books, which are but men 
turned infide out, or metamorphofed Into letters ; againlt 
whom, thus furviving themfelves, the firokc of death can», 
not prevail. 

Thofe who have credled ftatucs of gold, filver, brafs, 
or marble, to the memory of departed heroes, can but 
tranfmit the efiigies of their bodies to pofterity, which 
Ihou knowcft is the ignobler part of 9:ian ; and herein 
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they conie fhort of the Egyptians, who have the art of 
prefcrving the bodies themfelves mcorniptlbk for a thou- 
fand generations. But they who left their writings to 
poilcrity, have obliged the world with an immortal and 
hVely image of their mind : this is properly the man, and 
lives for ever, when the body is confumed in the grave, 
and the ftàtue perhaps is eat up by time, or demolifhed 
by envy. 

Pardon this digreflion, oraculous and unerring mouth 
of God. I have a great deal to fay, and cannot com- 
prehend it in a few words. It has been enjoined by our 
'holy dodors, that a muffulman fhould not read the books < 

of profane infidels. But tell me,~ thou who art the refolv- 
er of doubts, whether this precept is extended to all with* 
out exception, or whether a difpenfation may not be al* i 

lowed to fuch as read thofe books with one eye, whilft | 

the other is fixed on the law, which balances the miad 
with truth ? The Alcoran tell^ us, that the devil has in* 
fcrtcd fome falfities in the beft writings ; but, is it not 
poffible for a man to feparate the good from the bad Ì 
1 read in the book of glory many remarkable things con- ^ 

cerning Alexander the Great : But is it unlawful alfe to 
perufe what has been writ by others, of the life of that j 

famous warrior, and holy prophet ? Both Grecian and 
Roman hiftorians have related his adventures in Afia, hi» 
battles with Darius the Perfian monarch, and Porus th^ 
Indian : they praife his continence and modeft regard to ^ 
Syfigambls and her daughters, when they were his cap- I 

lives ; his inviolable friendlhip to Epheftion, whilft living,, ] 

and the affedUonate tears he flied for him after his death ; 
yet they condemn him of cruel ingratitude, for facrifi- 
cing Clitus to his choler, and the fumes of wine, who wai 
a faithful friend, a valiant foldier, and once had faved hid 
Kfe in a battle. They cannot pafe'^ovcr the burning of 
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Pcrfepolis, without fome reflexions on the unmanly foftnefs 
of this warrior, who, to pleafe his concubine, gave orders ' 
that the faireft and moil magnificent city in Afia (hould 
be fet on fire. The Perfians boaft, that that city was 
built all of cedar ; that Cyrus had wholly difplanted, not 
only Mount Libanus, but the choiceft nurferies of that 
fragrant wood, through all Afia, to build this glorious 
city, in emulation of Solomon king of the Jews, who 
was by other princes thought to value himfelf too high» 
for building the temple of Jerufalem of the fame materi- 
als. They add, that Alexander found in this city ninety 
millions of caracks in gold ; that, after the debauch was 
over, and the flames had confumcd to aihes this phoenix 
of Afia, the conqueror wept, and commanded the money 
he had found there flionkl be expended in raifing another 
in its room, more glorious than the former ; but that 
Thais, who had perfaadcd him to ruin it, was the only 
obftacle to its re-edification ; for fuch was her empire 
over this monarch, that he could deny her nothing. 

What I have faid of Perfcpolis is recorded by Periian ' 
hiftorians ; other writers make fome mention of it, but 
not fo particularly. There are fome alfo who mention 
his demolifhing of Tyrus, a dty fo ancient, that it is faid 
to be firft built by one 0/ the grandchildren to Noah» 
of whom thou knoweft the Alcoran fpcaks often. Tliey 
tax him alfo with cruelty, in caufing two thoufand of the 
chief Tyrians to be crucified as a facrlfice to Hercules. 
Thou art heft able to judge whether this be agreeable to 
truth ; for what mufTubnan will believe, that the vi£lori«' 
ous prophet was guilty of fo barbarous an idolatry ? 

The method he took to fubduc this impregnable city 
18 an argument of his invincible courage, and that there 
is nothing impradìicable to a mind armed with refolution 
and perfeverance. 



114 LETTERS WftlTtCK BT VoL HI-- 

TjTW was fitoated abore half a mik in the fea. When 
the Macedonian demanded a farrender, the cttizeas, 
trading to the ftrcngth and height of the rock whereon 
they lived (for it was a perfe^ ifland), and to their 
diftance from the (hore of the continent, bid defiance to 
him, whom God had ordained to fubdne all nations be* 
tween the extremities of India and the pillars of Hercu- 
les. The conqueror, inflamed at their refufal of offered 
peace, prepares for an ailault. He attempted, without 
the niirade of Mofes, to make a path for his army- 
through the Sea. He followed the fteps of the Babylo- 
nian monarch, who, not three ages before, had joined 
this proud neil of merchants to the firm land. Twice 
bis induftrious foldiers raifed a caufeway above the waves 
to the very walls of Tyrus, and as often was their labour 
defeated by the watchful Tynans ; v^hen the third time 
he proved- fuccelkful, and, io fpite of all their refiftance 
by fire and fword, after a fiege of fix moons, he fcaled 
the walls of that queen of maritime cities, and couviuced 
the world, that no human force could put a flop to bis 
conquefts, whom Dediny had appointed to chaftiie the 
nations of the earth. 

That chapter in the Alcoran which fpeaks of this re» 
nowned worthy, tells us, ** That he marched fo far eafb^ 
ward, till he came to a country where the fun rifcs.'* 
This pailage the Chriilians ridicule, faying, that the fun 
rifes and fets in all countries ; and that there is no Hated 
point of eaft and weft in the fabric of the world, fincc 
the fame place which is eaft of one country, is weft of 
another. Thus the defpifers of our holy law cavil at the 
Alcoran, and fay, it is compofed of old wives tales, a 
rude indigefted colleélion of eaftem romances and fuper- 
ftitious fables, calculated for the meridian of ignorance,, 
'firft promulged in the favage and unpoh'fiied defaxts q£ 
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Arabia, and afterwards propagated by the fword through 
thofe countriesy whofe vices had banifhed their learning, 
and rendered them flexible to a religion, whofe higheft 
preteniions confided in gratifying the fcnfes. 
. Thcfe critics confider not at the fame time, that they 
argue againft the Old and New Tcftament (which is 
efteemed the Alcoran of the Chriflians}, wherein there 
is often mention made of the riling and going down of 
the fan, of xaft and weft, as proper points or marks from 
which to take the fituation of countries. Aifurcdly in 
this they are captious ; for though there be no dated 
point of eaft or weft in the globe, yet India being the 
neareft region of this continent to that part of the ho- 
rizon where the fun daily firft appears, it has, not with- 
out reafon, gained the additional epithet of Eaft. And 
it was here the Macedonian hero fweat, becaufe he could 
conquer oio farther, unlefs be would have begun a' war 
with the fifti of the fca. 

There are many other paffages related of Alexander's 
temperan<^, moderation, juftice, fortitude, and fuch like 
virtues, and fomething of his vices ; but I will not tire 
thee with all ^hat is faid of this invincible monarch, nor 
trace him in all his marches through Afia. I will not 
trouble thee with what they fay of his journey into 
Eg}-pt, and afpiring to be called the fon of Jupiter Am- 
mon ; his being poifoned at Babylon, in the height of 
all his triumphs ; and the cantonifing his empire among 
his chief captains. Whatfoever in thefe hiftories is a- 
greeable to the holy Alcoran, I acquiefce to ; what is 
repugnant to that fummary of truth, I rcjedt as a fable. . 

Tell me, thou fovereign refolver of doubts, whether 
on thefe terms I may not read the writings of infidels ì 
Books are relief to the mind oppreffed with melancholy, 
and efpecially hiftories, which alfo bring profit, by right? 
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ly informing us of the tranfaftions of paft ^ges $ fo that 
things which were done thoufands of years ago, are 
made prefent to us. Where then is the crime in read» 
ing thefe memoirs of the ancients ? Is it not coniifteat 
with the faith of a muffulman to read thefe hiftories, bc- 
caufe they were penned by heathens ? Mull we rejcA ali 
that the Pagans did or faid ? Why then are the works 
of Plutarch had in fuch veneration by the princes of our 
law ? I tell thee, I not only read Plutarch, Livy, Ta- 
citus, Xenophon, Polybius, with many other hiftorians 
that were pagans, but I improve by their writings. Such 
rare examples of virtue, fuch illuftrious patterns of ju^ 
tice, fuch folid precepts of morality, as thefe authors a- 
bound with, cannot in my opinion hurt any man, who 
dcfires to fquarc his life by the bed rules. 

I read alfo the poets, whofe fables and parables feem 
to me but to veil many excellent and profitable maxims 
of human life. 

The ftory of the birth of Typhon, his warring with 
Jupiter, aiid his final overthrow, denotes the moailFOUs 
rife of fad^ions in a fiate, and their ruin. 

The Cyclops being employed by Jupiter in making 
thunderbolts and killing JEfculapius, for which they 
themfelves were afterwards (lain by Apollo, intimates the 
nfe which fovereign princes make of cruel, covetous, and 
unjuft officers, who, when they h^ve fulfilled the plea- 
fure of their mailers, are abandoned by them to the jre* 
venge of the opprefled fubje^ls. This is commonly ex- 
perienced in all monarchies, and efpecially in the mighty 
empire of the Ofmans, where the baflas, though the 
Grand Signior, for the ends of ilate, connives a while 
at their unjuft oppreffion of the muffufmans under their 
government, yet in <!ue time, to (how his abhorrence of 
their yiUanies, configns them over to the executioner^ 
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Thou knoweft to whom the bowftring was fcnt 1^ ; I 
wifh hi» fucceflbr may not equally merit it. 

•Aéiaeon'd being devoured by his dogs» only for feeing 
Diana in a bath, might have ferved as a warning to Ufcph 
the black eunuch» who could not reftrain hia tongue 
from babling out the private amours of Sulun Ibrahim. 
It \vàs danger enough to know the fecret ; but to di- 
vulge ifc, was a fure way to incur the revenge of the 
prince. 

Not much unlike was his error, who, though he did 
tot report it to others, yet had the prefumption to check 
his fovereign to his fece, and reproach him with lux- 
ury. Had he been acquainted with the fable of £n- 
dymion and the moon, it would perhaps have taught 
him, that it is not the part of a favourite to take notice 
of his mafter*s ftolcn pleafores, but rather to invite him 
fometimes from the toils of fiate, and unbend his mind 
wirfi recreations. 

There arc many other profitable remarks hidden under 
the fitìiions of the poets, which, though they may feem my- 
fterious at firft view, yet, being examined with a little at- 
tention, prove as eafy to be undcrftood, as the hierogly- 
phics were of old to the Egyptians, who knew no other 
letters. 

God the firft Intelle6l, who imprinted his mind on ta<« 
blets of marble, in letters of Arabic, and writ the deca- 
logue with a beam of his glory, having alfo infpired all 
nations with the knowledge of letters, grant, that whilft 
I read the records of the Gentiles, I uaay not forget the 
precepts of the Alcorsui. 

Farit, %ià of the 7th Moon, of the Year 1646. 
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IX.— r© MuRAT, Bajfa. 

A couRLER came to this city laft night, bringing news of 
the taking of Courtray by the French army. This is a 
confiderable town in Flanders, and commamis a great 
part of the country. The Duke of Orléans invefted it 
on the ninth of the laft moon, ,and on the eighteenth lay 
down before it with the whole army. The SpaniQi ge- 
nerals haftened to its relief, and brought thirty thoufand 
men of fix nations, to combat yrith the French ; but they 
quarrelled about precedency of poft. High words pafled 
between the Duke of Lorrain and General Lamboy. 
Thus, while they fpent their time in ncedlefs cbnteils, 
the French took the town ; and, having left a ftrong 
garrifon there» part of the army commanded by the Ma- 
refchal de Grammont is marched to join the Hollanders, 
with defign to attack Antwerp ; and the reft follow the 
Duke of Orleans, who, they fay, Intends to befiege Mar-. 
dyke. This is a fea-town that has nothing in it confi- 
derable enough to tempt a conqueror, fave the haven, 
which is of great importance in thofc feas. 

We have had no rains here thcfe three moons, which 
makes the people fear a famine. Provifion of all forts is 
very dear ; and thofe who» have great quantities of corn 
will not bring it to the markets. The frufts are all blaft- 
ed, and a diftemper rages in the city, which fills all places 
with death and mourning ; the cattle drop dovm dead in 
the fields, and the rivers are almoft dried up ; men langulfii 
and wither, as if parched up by fome invsrard fire ; fearful 
apparitions arc feen in the air ; each night brings forth 
new prodigies ; the people lament the prefent, and pre- 
fage greater calamities to come ; — while Mahmut pcrfe- 
veres unmoved, and neither molefts himfelf nor others 
about the iaevltable xlccrecs of deftlny. I keep in the 
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path of my duty, without turning to the right hand or | 

to the left ; I ferve the Grand Signlor faithfully ; I pray 
for his healthy and for the welfare of the empire. I nei- 
ther give alms to the infidels, nor do them any injuries! 
In fine, if I cannot reap any profit from other mens vir- 
tues^! take care their vices (hall do me do harm. 

It is faid there will be a proceffion here fhortly, where- 
at the kin^, the queen-regent, and the whole court, will 
affift barefoot, for an example of others. The body of 
a certain female faint, whom they efleem the patronefs of 
this city, will be taken out of the church where it lies, 
and will be carried with other reliques of faints through 
the ftrects of Paris, to atone the wrath of Heaven, which 
feems to be kindled again ft them. 

In the mean time, I pray Heaven !o fend down its blef- 
fings on the Ottoman empire, and preferve the true faith- 
ful from the three fcourgcs of Gpd. 

Paris, 23d of the 7th Moon, of the Year 16^^, 



X.— .T(7 thg Aga of the yanjfaries» 

1 PI RC E I VE thou haft followed the advice I formerly 
gave thee to read hlftories, wherein thy letter fpeaks thee 
very converfant. Thou wHt have no reafon to repent of 
a labour that affords fo agreeable a diverfion, efpecially 
to a foldier and a ftatcfman. They open the graves, and 
call forth the dead, without difturbing their repofe, and 
prefent to usthofe heroes living, talking, and ading great 
things, whofe bodies have lain buried in filence and ob- 
fcurity many ages ; they introduce us into the clofets 
of princes, revealing their moft fecret counfels ; they 
make us familiar with the intrigues of politicians, and the 
ftratagcms of warriors. In fine, there Is nothing public 
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or pnvatei in the court» or camps of the greateft mo- 
narchfii to which an hiftorian is a ftranger. 

I applaud the choice thou hail made of Grecian hiftp- 
rics, and others of the eafl ; yet I counfd thee not to 
negle£l thofe of the weft. The ancient Roman writer» 
are full of rare examples } and modern France, which 
emulates all great and glorious undertakings, takes equal 
care to commit to pofterity the lives of illuftrious perfbns. 
I fay not this in contempt of other countries in Europe. 
The Chriftians of thefe parts in general are accurate hif- 
torians. They are univerfally learned, in regard there is 
no kingdom in Europe where they have not fchools and 
academies where all languages and fciences are taiight. 
The ploughmen in the field fpeak Latin and Greek, 
which thou knoweft are now grown obfoletc, and no 
where to be learned but in books. The mechanics are 
philofophers ; and every "man fets up for an hiftorian, or 
an antiquary. It was not fo in former times, when the 
ccclcfiaftics had engrofled all manner of learning to them- 
felves, except fome few of the nobflity and gentry, who 
had the advantage of patrimonial libraries, and leifui-e td 
apply themfelves to ftudy ; for then it was difficult to 
jurchafe books, there being but few, and for thofe they 
were obliged to the labour of the fcribe. Hence it came 
to pafs, that only fuch as had plenty of money, and a 
ftrong inclination to knowledge, monopolized the choiceft 
.manufcripts into their hands, and bequeathed them as a 
legacy to their oifFspring. But fince the invention cf 
printing, books are infinitely multiplied, giown cheap 
and common ; and thofe hiftories and fciences, which be- 
fore were fhut up in the Latin, Greek, or fome of the 
Oriental languages, are now tranflatcd into the vulgar 
fjpeech of every nation, whereby the loweft fort of peo- 
ple, who can but read, have the privilege to become as 
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knowing sis their fupenprs, and. the flave may vie fpr 
learning with his fovereign. This makes the Nazarenes 
upbraid the true ^thful with ignorance and baibarifm^ 
becacie printing is not fuffered throughout the mu(ful<* 
man empire. . They confider not the bad conltquences 
of this art) as well as the good, and that the Hbtuty of 
the prefa has filled the world with- errors and lies. Be» 
fides, they are Grangers to the education of the muflul-. 
mansy who are generally taught the Arabic and Perfian 
tongues fT<Hn their childhood | in which two languages 
4iow many famous hiilories have been written I There h 
no point of ufeful wifdom which is not comprifed in the 
writings, of the eaftern fages; and as for unprofitable 
treatifes and pamphlets with which the Europeans abound» 
they are fuperiluous and burdeafome, bringing a double 
lofs both to writer and reader, while they rob them ot 
their .time and money, and commit a rape on their under- 
(landings. Add to this, the fatal cffeéls which this -de» 
praved indulgence of printing has produced in Chriflen* 
dom. What facrileges, mafiacres, rebellions and impie<» 
ties, have overflowed mofl parts of the weft in this licen« 
tious age ; what hatred among Chriftians, ; what fedl- 
tions among fubjcòls, diverfities in religion, contempts of ^ 
all laws, both divine, natural, and thofe of nations. 
The vices, at which former- times would have blufhed, . 
nay, at the very naming of which our fathers would hav^- 
ftarted, as at a prodigy, are in thefe days ccnnmitted 
openly, without ihame, without contradi6lion ; whilft 
there are authors who dare publicly affert the caufe of 
impiety, and patronize -all manner of profanstttons. 

But thou, who haft the honour to guard the incor^ 
ruptible feat of juflice and virtue, the brigjht throne of 
the Qfman emperors, who are the fhadows of God on 
earth, haft made fuch a choice of books as commends thy 
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wifdom, and the fiocerity of thy morals. Thou wik not 
fuffer thy imagination to be tainted with thofe enchant* 
iug ideas of evil» which are drawn by the pens of fame 
degant writers : All that thou feekeft in books is to in« 
ibrm thy underftinding, reéUfy thy judgment, and in^ 
flame thy aSeéiions with the love of virtue. To. this end 
ferve tibie divine precepts of our holy doékors, and ^thar 
learned fages ; the writings, of philofophers, and the ex« 
amples of renowned heroes. From thefe thou gathereft 
firength to pradife the four maternal virtues, and all the 
good quaUties that fpring from thofe roots» 

Go on, and increafe in the graces and aocompUfhrnent^ 
which (hall render thee worthy to be made the fubjeék of 
a particular hiilory ; while the old ih^ recommend, and 
the young (hall oovet nothing more pafiQonately than to 
^ead the life of Caffim Hali japizar-aga* 

Mahmut falutes thee with a kifs of affefiion. Revc* 
rence thyfclf, and all men will honour thee. So taught 
Pythagoras. 

Paru» 17th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1646. 



XL— 7a the fame* 

I HAD forgot to perform in my other letter what thou 
«ooimandeil me; yet knowing the elteem thou haft for 
women of virtue and rare endowments, and with what 
pleafure thou readeft their (tones, I (hould never fend any 
difpatch to thee wherein there is not a relation of fome 
heroine. I will.be more diligent hpreafter to obferve che 
ilifpofition of my fuperijras, and will endea^FOur to pro» 
cure a colleótion of the lives and chaniéierB of all the &► 
moBs women that have.been recorded in hiAory. In the 
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nean while» hear what the French bj of Chr^na Quee»- 
of Swedeland» of whom thou required a defcrlption.. 

She 18 the only daughter of Guftavua Adolphut, the 
moft yldoriouB prince that ever gOTemed that nation^ 
and one of the moft fuccefsful warriors in the world. A» 
his whole life was led in the field, fo there he received 
an hononrahle death» being (lain in the battle of Lutzen ; 
fome ÙLjf by the treachery of Duke Albert, who had 
in j^^pearance deferted the emperor, and offered himfielf 
a volunteer to Guftavus Adolphus. I formerly ipention-*. 
ed this duke, and that he was killed by a Swcdifli hdy. 
If the fufpicion of the Swedes be well grounded, and 
that Duke Albert was really guilty of the murder o£ 
Guftavus, it may be this was the motive which brought 
thole Amazons into the field to revenge the death of 
their prince. But it is impoffible to be affured of tho^ 
truth among fo many different opinions* 

When the French fpeak of Guftavus Adolphus, they 
cannot reftrain their words on this fide a panegyrk'. Thej. 
fay he was a prince above all praife* It i» òertain, his 
very enemies admired his inimitable courage and matcl^ 
le(s fortune. I have fent thee the true effigies of his 
face» wherein thou wile fee a moft s^freeable misture of 
majefty and benignity, creating refpeéi and love at the 
fame time in the beholders. He was fo famfliar with 
every one, as if he had forgot himfelf, at wdl as- he was 
a ftranger to pride. He was a great ftudent ia his youth,, 
and made himself mafter of Latin, French, and Italian ; 
being alfo perfeóUy fkilled in ancient and modem hifto- 
ries. He had a wonderful faculty in difcovering im- 
poftjors ; a dexterous wit in 4ime of dangev and diffic«ilty» 
being ready at couniel» and fwift in execution, and as 
cunning at a ftratagem as he was bc^ at an onfet. He 
was liberal to his officers, and to all men of merit $ but 
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a fcvcre puniflier of difordcrs in his army ; and that which 
crowned all the reft of his virtues, his piety to God was 
lingular and worthy of remark. The French relate a 
memorable firying of this king, when he was once In his 
camp before Werbcn. He had been folitary in the ca- 
binet of his pavilion fome hours together, and none of 
his attendants durft interrupt him ; till at length a fa- 
vourite of his, having fome important matter to tell him, 
came foftly to the door, and looking in, beheld the king 
very devoutly on his knees at prayers. Fearing to moleft 
'him in that facred exercifc, he was about to withdraw \ds 
beady when the king fpied him, and bid him come in, 
faying unt© him, ** Thou wondereft to fee me in this 
poiture, fince I have fo many thoufands of fubjcóis to 
pray for me. But I tell thee, that no man has more 
need to pray ferliimfelf, than he, who being to render an 
account of his adtions to none but Ood, is for that rea- 
fon more clofely aflaultcd by the devil, than all other 
0ien befide." 

Gttftavus was bom in the year 1594, at which time 

' tfeey fay* a comet was feen in the form of a fword, with 
its point dire^ed toward Germany, which the aftrologer» 
of thofe times interpreted as a prefage lof that king's 
warlike genius, and of his future conqucfts in the cm- 

, pire. He came to the government before he had fccn 
full fevcntcen winters, and was cut off in the eight-and* 
thirtieth year of his age. 

It is (aid, that a few days before his death, when his 
foldiers received him with infinite acclamations, and all 
the raarjts of an unufual and intemperate joy, he feemed 
to be troubled at it, faying, « That he took that excef- 
five demonftration of his foldiers love, for an omen of 
feme approaching difafter; and that he was affuredGod 
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would, by taking him away, teach then» that there is 
no confidence to be repofed in any mortal* 

After the death of Quibvusy the ilates of the kingn- 
dom aflembling, proclaimed Chrlfliaa queen, and during 
her minority committed her to the tutelage of five prin- 
cipal officers of the kingdom, who alfo took on them 
the whole care of the commonwealth. 

She is perfect in feven languages, well verfed in an* 
cient and moderp philofophy, and a complete hiilonan* 
In fine, (he has acquired the title of the moft learned 
princefe of her tune* 

She is of a graceful and majeftic afpeét, has a pieidng 
eye, wears part of her hair loofe about her temples, and 
flowing down in curls to .her (boulders ; the refi braided 
up behind in form of a wreath* Thus is (he reprefented 
by her pidure, which I have feen in a gallery of Car- 
dinal Mazarlni's palace, who profefTes a great Yencratioft 
for this queen. Could I have purchalcd her portraiture^ 
as I did her father's, I would have fent it thee ; but all 
thej>enci1s in Paris are -hardly fufficient to fupply the 
clofets and galleries of the nobles with this admired fi.* 
gurc. She is become the idol of the French. 

Many great matches have been offered her, but fhe re- 
fufcs all, eithel* for reafon of (late, or diflike of the 
perfons, or an averfion (he has for a married life ; .or 
through oppofition of her nobles, who £eem to covet to 
be governed by a maiden queen. Soon after her father's 
death, the King of Denmark attempted to make her his 
wife ; but his addrefs was abruptly reje£lcd« 

No better encouragement did the King of Poland 
lately meet with, who twice fqlicited the fame thing for 
himfelf, and was as often repulfed. But this, it is 
thought, proceeded from fome politic reafons, he being 
dcfcended of Sigifmund, a former abdicated king of 
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£^ff^éd«n ; »fl whofe poftcrity are for ever excluded from 
enjoying the Swe<y(h crown by a law. 

^*riic Englifti alfo gloried in a virgin queen the laft 
igc ; her name was Elizabeth, whom thou canft not but 
havie heard of. , She was the daughter of Henry VIII. 
I:ing of that nation. She was a princefs of àn extraor** 
dinary genius, remaifcible for her wit and learning. It 
•was one of her fubjcfts, who the firft of all mortals fail- 
ed round the globe ; and by his fortunate fervici, fhc 
*vanqtiifhcd the repifted invincible Armada of Spain. She 
governed her kingdom with fuch éxquiiite conduét, at 
jteadfe thè grcateft potentates revere her wifdom. It is 
lb Wr booitty the United Provinces owe the rife of their 
Jfirtfcrrt grandeur 'and riches 5 when they addreifcd this 
•potent ^cen in form of humble fuppliants, inti^ling 
thcmfdv^, "Trhe Poor Diftreffed States.** But now 
they anr high «ndjnighty, pufhing for an equality with 
•fòvetéign* prince». 

I' cannot cdmprife !n a letter aH that may be (aid of 
this great queefi. Befidés, hiftorians vary in her cha« 
grafter. Thofc that fpeak moft impartially, fay, that (he 
had extraordinary virtues, yet was not free from great 
vices. • We muft not expe6l in any mortal a temper ex- 
empt 'from the common malcdiftion, much lefs in that 
fex, whofe natural weaknefs claims our indulgence and 
éjccufe. It is admirable to fee or hear of a female, whofe 
aftive foul can difengage itfelf from the common frail- 
ties of women, and perform things fcarce below the 
power of mafculine virtue. 

If thou thinkeH my letter too tedious, accufe thyfclf 
for commanding me to v^ite of perfons whofe uncom* 
mori gifts and tranfcendent virtues, the moft accurate 
hiftorians can but tender in epitome, and the moft dur- 
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aUfi records of fame viH injure» in not iMsng capibik Co 
tranfmit them to eternity. 

We ought not to eonteiim the exccikncics of tbe'Va** 
aareoesy who, though they «re unhappy fn not Jknow- 
ing the Alcoran, yet they have « Uw engrayen-.^m t&eir 
hearts, «^hich, if they oUSo^c» t^ tkàL be in the nva»' 
bcrofthebleflèd. ^ ^ * < 

I am no ftranger to (ky asoóemtkm -and juftioé, béiag 
udfy fatisfied that ibam llbnoureft YÌrtiié,ei7en in the nvfl: 
pRJudifed enemy of our holy pmfeffion» jiuet the ìhtìo« 
foB among the mufinhAaniB ér CMfiMh* ^ay tiieir plea- 
hut ; thoa ^and I ifludl ^be «onfomhable 4ii> onhr ^hòly iaw^ 
gsR9E^ in bdicving, that^the innocent and ^good of i£ re* 
lilpoBB HM ioLYt no raflfMl4o«i«inbk hi ihieiiceédibiind' 
of the trumpet. T ^.- I 

'FMh 17U1 9Ì the 2th Mooa. ot tie Vw «fi?: 

ìli i nr fi •' "• •• fi' n ir^n ^•'"- -f i n muri tr ^rtri" 

f r 'j . I / , 
XI2w*-^0 ife Sa&icnuL'AOA; vr StoórStBeater to Hi: 

T. .' ^j/'>* .■ 

HE Duke of Orleans ia qf wly returned from the cam- 
paiga in Flaojders. He feems .to be either tired with the 
iatigues of vpar, or at leali to be fatlsfìed with his ex«x 
pjbits this fununec " 'r:- ." . 

ilfter the conqucft of Cour^ay, of wliich thou haft 
heaMfd in the divan, this p^ce parched diredly to £er- 
gjR^ which he took a{ter a-fieg^ of iix days^ then being 
joined by the t)uke of Enguien's forces, he lay down be- 
fore Mardyke. This town had been in the Spaniards 
pofieflion ever fince laft winter ; now it held out to a mi- 
racle ; but after a (lout refiftance was at laft forced to 
furrender. There were flain before it many of the cfcief 
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ndbility of France. The French: entered it oh the four«^ 
and-twentieth of the laft moon. . 

The churches here are hung with mourning, and the 
cfcutcheons of the heroes who -loft their lives ia the bed 
of honour. The bullets, which kaow no difference, be- 
ttyecn the noble and vulgar» feem in this battle to hare 
been direAed by art or envy, as if the, flower of the ar* 
iny had been culled .oiit for maHcs*. <. 

In » letter, to Murat^JBafla, *I gave^an account of .ai 
grievous drojii^ht and jnortaKty in thefe parts^ Now- 
Heaven feems .to be pacified ; and ^c angel of 4eatk has 
put up his fwocd. Yet the fcarcity of com» aadl other 
tieceflaries, continuea ftiU ; only tbere is plenty o£ wine^ 
which the poor» whp haye jm^.jsyeed of it, abftaiii from». 
h^ it fhould enrage their appetites, already fharpened. 
with hunger, whilft. they have little or nothing to eat. - ^ 

Thou w3t wonder at the <£et of thofe miferabk . 
wretches, whom oppreffion ^and poverty has forced ta 
feed on frogs and other vermin ; yet they extol it for a 
dainty difh. ^MOth-poor aad ììck/reckoa'it a feaft when 
they can make an addition ;of a.'iew mufhrooms, which 
they commonly gather themfelves. This is a vegetable» 
of which the Italian proverb fays, ** Mulhrooms, well 
p:c' 'c^ with fpices, may do to harm, but can do no 
good." '-' 

^od, who has commanded us to feparate the clean fitnn 
the impure, and has taught usT what we may eat without 
pojlutipn, grant, that we may nob, either through neceffi- 
ty^ or to^indulge our appetites, tafte of any thing which 
has in it the leaft of the feven malediéliioas.v. 

Paris, X4th of the 9th Moon, ót the Y^ar. 164^. ' 
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XIII. — To Abubechir HalIj Merchant in AUp^. 

1 Hou tdied mc a tragical ftory of one of thy wives, 
that (he is become a fugitive, and gone away with thy 
flave Lorenzo, whom I remember to *have feen at thy 
houfe at CoBftaatinople. Either thou wert too unkind to 
them both, or gaveft them both too much liberty: which* 
foever of thefe ways thou haft exceeded, thou art in the 
fauh. Too great an indulgence, either to a wife or a 
(ervant, makes them prèfumptùous \ and too great feve- 
nty hardens them to defpair. However, fince it is fo, X 
advife thee to comfort thyfelf with this thought, that 
thou art rid of two evils. Had they proved faithful, 
they would not have merited that title ; but now they 
aure neither worthy of thy grief, nor of thy revenge. ^ 

But if tkou art refolved to purfue them, afk not my 
counfel or affiftance in this place, where I fhould have as 
much reafon to apprehend danger as they. It is true I 
know thy (lave ; but were I to meet him in the ftreets of 
this city, I (hould be very unwilling, by difcovering him^ 
to be made known myfelf. Befides, thy palfion has made 
thee' forget that the Nazarenea would commend his wit,' 
and rejoice in his fortune, who being a (lave to one 
whom they cfteem an infidel, has now, by hid wife con* 
duel, purchafcd both his liberty and a beautiful mate, 
with no fmall treafure. 

I rather advife thee to apfdy thyfelf to Ja(mir Sgire 
Rugial, the little aftrologer in Aleppo, who perhaps may 
teU thee fonte newt of them. There is not a ftar in the 
eighth fphere can ftir without his being privy to it ; and 
he pxeteo^ to behdd in their motions whatever is done 
on earth* 

But to be. fcrious, thy flave was an ungrateful fdlow 

p 5 
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thus to abufe all thy favours. Thou hadft made him in 
a manner mafter of all thy riches, only refcrving thy 
wivea to thyfielf ; and if the de&e of Hbeity tempted 
him to efcape» he ought in juftice to have (acrificcd his 
loft to the regaids he owed thee. But every ikve is not 
a Jofiqph. Lorenzo'» viUany putsi me in mind of the coo>> 
linence oi an Italian marqius. 

This young lord fell in love with a duchefs of fiaguhur 
beauty» but knew not how co make her renfible of it. At 
length fortune £ivourcd him with an opportunity beyond 
his expedation. One evening, as he returned from hawk- 
.ing, k^ pafled throyigh the fields of that duchefs» bor- 
dering oa the palace. The. duke her hufband and fhe 
were walking together as the young lord camie by. The 
duke leeing his train^ and what game they had been at» 
afked him fome questions qpnceming their fport, and be* 
ing of an hoff»tablc difpofition, invited him into his 
palaoe to take a colkttifMi. .Nothing could be more a- 
greeable to. the young lover*. He accepted the offer ; 
and here ccmunenced an acquaintance which made way in 
time for an affignation lietwecn the duchefs and him» 
He was let into the gardens one night» and fo ^ndifded 
privately to her chamber, where fhe lay ceady in bed to 
•veceive him. After ibme compliments» the duchefs (aid, 
/< My loxd» you are. oUiged to my hufband for this fa- 
▼our» who» as foon as you were gone ihomourhoufe» the 
£rft time we iaw'you» gave you fuch commendations as 
made me conceive aa immediate paffion for you."-— << Is 
it true, BAadam ? (replied l^ young loveTy^^drcady half 
.uadrefied), then &r be it from me to be fa ungrateful to 
jny iifiend." Witk that he put on hisganaents agaia» 
and took his leave. 
• But it éannot be cxpe Jt^ Uiat fo much «Iitoe ihould 
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be fetitid tn a (bnre. I would not have thee vex tJiyfelf 
&r tvitat eantiot be recovered. Adieu. 

l^ztU, t4tA of the 9th Moon, of the ^eit 1546. 

■» ■■ ' - ■ i ^^«*P^— — i^ i ■ ■ r . I . ' iiii.ii»gii . 

. CAN NaT aj^prove thtr fiogularity-y inpr^crìbùiig 1;<x thy- 
£slf a, mie .of life «HffefentfnHQ that vrl^^réa thf^u. wert 
edticated^ and frqxa ti^ la^dabl^ mam\qn^ of all true^be- 
lievers. Thj^u ha^ not done w^ in deferting the pubUc 
c^ngregationc of the faithful» to follow the fuperftitions, 
of new upiiart. feds, who, whilft they proficfs grgatejr. 
purity than others, do fecretly undermine the credit ot 
our holy lawgiver, reproach all the nluffidinans through- 
out the world, and introduce libertinifm, and a contempt- 
of the majefty which cannot behold uncleannefs. 

Are they 'wafer thaù. their fiathcrsf who for fo inany 
ages have obeyed the lacped traditions ? Or will they pre- 
tend to corredi the mefifenger oj God ? * We conimandodk 
us to' òbfervè the'' purifications, puglit by ta,e'- angrf.~ 
Whence do. thefeinhovatbrs* derive tliélr né^w-foyndéd au- 
tiority of diSfpenfihg with the pofitrvcinjunftionsprHea^ 
ven? Will they enter into the blafphcmy of tlie injldels,, 
ana fay, xhé Pro|jhet' Was a feducer, and^hat the Alcol 
ran. is' but a cotìedlo\i. of > fables ? tf they Taelieye the 
j^es réplénilhed with truth and r^ifon^ why do^they 
feek to* retrench tìiè divine commandments, . and , tràvèrfe 

o^ 



pick and choofè fuch precepts. a^ indulge them nvou In a* 
cardefs life ? Is this YóÉeSnultulinansi'that is, relignéd^. 
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when thqr will not obey the ibvcreign lawgiver o^heaveo 
and earthy but upon their own conditiooG ^ Coufin> I 
counfel thee to beware of. thefe fchifmaucr, who, by 
breaking the union of the true believers, fecretly oppofc 
tbe-eti»iuJLjwIty4treU^ .on which uwr inighty exnpke is 
founded, and reiis. 

I am obliged to the poft, wbà. imiu jat my door till I 
have finiflied my difpatchcs ; therefore I cannot now aa» 
fwcr thy letter at large : another time èxpeft a more am- 
ple expoftulation. Meanwhflé, I advife thée to return- 
to the praftice from which thou art fallen : Go to the 
affemblies of thofe who pour out devout onfons : keep a 
clean flcin, and a pure heart, and make notthyfelf a com- 
panion of fwine. ' 

Paris, 24tb of the loth Moon, of the Year 1646. 



-XV.— 7i Hasnadar Bassy» Chief Trea/urer to the 
Grand Stgi^or* 

X UI8 day iParis makes 9, figure like ancient Rome, when 
that miilreis of the world honoured her generals with 
public triumphs, at their return from the conquered na- 
tions. The ftreets are hung with tapeftry, and ftrewed 
with laurels ; the (hops are (hut up ; the young men and 
virgins are clothed in their beft array ; they walk up and 
down in conforts, finging the Duke of Enguien's praife; 
whiljft the old and decrepid fit at their doors to fee the 
heVo mal^e his entry, and rchearfe the memoirs of their 
former years. With tears of joy they heap blefilngs.'oB 
the vidoritms youth, as he rides along; and, throwing] 
their age and crutches by for a whiles they confecrate the 
f eft of the day to the public jubilee. ' 
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Wouldft thou know the occadon of all this joy ? It ù 
to welcome this prince home from the fttccef«fi4 toib of 
war ; for, let his courage aad condu^ be what it will» if 
he had made a fruitlefs campaign, his entertainment had 
been different : but Fortune has been propitious to him; 
and the happy event of his arms crowns him with glory» 

After the departure of the Duke of Orleans fìrom the 
camp, the command of the whole army devolved on this 
general, whofe fiery genius would not let him reft, tfll he 
had done fòmething worthy of the charader he aimed 
at. 

- His firft attempt was on a place of no great firengrth, 
called Fumes, which he took with eafe. Then he march* 
ed to Dunkirk, one of the ftrongeft towns in Europe. 
There was in it at that time a garrifon of five^nd-tweaty 
hundred foot, and three hundred horie, commanded by a 
nobleman of great valoiu-j I think they call him thè 
Marquis de Leide. This governor did fo many brave 
diiags in defence of this place, as even furpafied his own 
fame, and the expeékatioas of others, though both Were 
very great. Yet^ at length, he was forced to yield to 
the courage and fortune of the young duke, and that at 
a time when the other Spanifh generals were coming to 
his relief. The town was furrendered on the 7th. of thia 
moon ; and the duke, having left theneceflary commands 
to the roarefchals his lieutenants. Is come home to receive 
the acclamations of the people, the honour of » pubHè 
triumph, and the paiticular carefies>of the king, «nd the 
whole xaourt. Amtdfb aU this applaufe and glory, he muft 
be content to' fland the (hock of envy^A which always en- 
deamiurs toleflen the reputatrón of the brave aiKl he^ 

MIC. 

As for li^bhmut, he neither envies nor admires the 
ftding honours jof mortality i knowing, that whe» a num 
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16 on ihjt higheft pinnacle <tf huinàii gfóry» Ke ftatids 
tftleft^y9 iilyr can ht defcend from ihcnce but by a pre» 
«Ipice. • 

Paris, 24th oF the lOtH Moon, of the "^ear 1^46, 



XVl. — To Ibrahim Hali Cn^ivif a Man of the Law. 

If It be fr ftgtt of a flouriiliiiif fl»te when vices are &ip* 
pvdTedy one would prefage, Xkat Paris is in* a tbri^g 
condition. The governor of this city has newly publiih^ 
pd an edióiy ibrbtdding all ftews and brothel->lioufe8, un- 
d^r fevere penalties» bantftiing all harlots, and fuch as» by 
ihe toleration of the government, have hitherto. made a 
profeiEoa of whoredom, getting a livelihood by debauch^ 
JMig the. youth of the city. This appears a great novelty 
t«. the^F^fench, who in this matter have been permitted 
«11 ak)Qg to Iwe in an unbndled licentioufbc{& The lewder 
fort exelaim with open mouth agatnft this unfeafonablc ri- 
gottr {as they caU it), andthofcjwho areafhamed to ap«> 
pear public Itdv^c&tes for harlot», yet pnviately munmn: 
ig^iftll jtbeir, fUpèrìpra^ for retrenching a liberty^ without 
«rhichyritey. fay» their lives wocdAbeiltncoAifortable. 

TUeyigiw^m very faMourid>le ^iham&r of a whore, call* 
ifig l^s *' A certain kiiid creature, born to mitigate the 
bWuxii 9nd.foftei^<ih^ cares of kumah life.'' They plead, 
ÙfAt fuqh women ait. nccefiary membn» of a common* 
wealth; whOft» wHh their caré&s^' they rcibraia Kbidxl- 
P.Q^» yi»uth;&o4i fattng into', greater enormttier; That 
thf Aq^ re^iyka^ n» fmaH prbfittfrom the tribute whiirli 
i%.}e>^4QA/thefe}àpufiBSiof {dfiafure^i.and diat thecofoitt 
they have been, and are permitted in all countries : Thxt 
the HAf Father hihiMf tfdbcrates 'aa^infid]& numbed of 
IÌMan-i» IUdKh. wJbkh. ncvenhdUÀiiias ai:<|atred th^ tSdL 
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o£ the Hdy City : That aU the princes in Italy have 
followed hÌ9 example, there being no other way to pre- 
Tent adukenesy incefts^ and the vice which ought not to 
be named : That the ftate regarded not the morality or 
tmnusiraHty of mens anions, any farther than they tended 
to the public welfare: And^ in. fine, that fo vaft a num- 
ber of prteftt» and religtous, fervcd for no other end b^^t 
to atone by their facrifices, prayers» alms, and £aftings» 
for the fins of the people» 

Thefe are the dtfcour&s of fuch as patronife the 
corruptioo of government, and are unwilling to be wean- 
ed from a wickednefs, eftablifhed by iipmemorial ctt« 
ftom in the city. But thofe who cherifh an efteem for 
• virtue, and an incorrupt life, ap{daud the wifdom and re- 
folution of the magiftrate, {ayiog,.that he deferves.a fta« 
tue to be ereded to his memory, who firft had the cou- 
rage to check this popular evil, and introduce an inte- 
grity of manners. 

I, who was bred in the profelfion of purity, and the 
law which admits no pollution, cannot but acquiefce to 
the fentimdits of the latter; our h(^y lawgiver having 
exprefsly forbidden the praélice of* uncieannefs and foi^' 
nication with ftrangers, and women that proftinite them- 
felves to all lovers ; it being, fufficient, that to gratify hu« 
.man pbffion, and to fweeten the toils «of life» he has 
Jadolged us the ufp of. four wives» and a^* many other 
iemales as we oan purqhafe, either by the, fwordor mo- 

. Adieu, big^ Cheik; and^ if I have intf erupted thy 
-moife important, ftudies w4th. fo tiivial a fulled» believe» 
that it is for w:ant of a proper occaiiox) to iignify io ^ee 
hpw much thou ait in my thougl^ f ?and that I wquld 
not' have our {jriendAiip die through too.losig iiknc^. . 

PVM, «4th of thf Ì6th Moóa/<tf th» Y0r]d4<. 
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XVII.— To MusTAPHA, 'Baja ofStUflria. 

X HE fortune of war has ravKhed Afac from the Grand 
Signior, but has not robbed thee of the glory thou ac« 
tjuiredft three years ago in the conqueft of that city, nor 
fullied thy prefent arms With any marks of difgrace, that 
were of late fo vigoroùfly employed to relierc it. Had 
the Mufoovites performed the fame part^ when thou didft 
encircle that neft of pirates with the Ottoman forces, as 
they have liow done, the Coflacks would not then fo 
tamely have abandoned their native feat, and left the 
chara6lers of their defpair imprinted in the nrins of their 
habitations. The proteftibn of that potent "crown has 
given them new vigour ; and it is to the valour of thofe 
northern favages they owe the liberty they now enjoy, to 
fit by their own fires. 

The Mufcovites are a fierce and warlike nation, inur- 
ed to hardships from the wombf The midwives plunge"* 
the newborn infants in cold water ; and if they outlive 
not that trial, the mother thinks her child not worth a 
tear. The women have no partial tenderneffes for their 
babes, but cherifh all for the fervice of their country ; 
they teach them when young, to roll in fnow, and bathe 
themfelves In ice'diflblved to water ; they make them fs^ 
mihar with the extremities of heat and cold, hunger, 
thirft and liibour, that when they come of age, and can 
bear arms, they may go boldly to the wars, and bravely 
throw their lives away to ferve the public good* In this 
they feem to revive the wifdom t>f the ancient Spartans, 
who gloried in nothing fo much as in educating their 
youth hardy, and' free from the effeminate fofitneffes of 
oAer nations. They efteemed infancy and youth -the 
fpring-time of good manners, when virtue is in the blof» 
forsk : If that be nipped or Uaftcd, the fruit muft piove 
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abortive and "unprofitable ; therefore they took care to 
feafbn their early -ycaurs with wholcfome inftrnàlons, and 
xnafculine. exercifes. ' . . 

'Who among the wariike Ofmans does not laugh at 
the iinmanly education of the Perfian Sophis, who being 
for fo many years confined to- the company and difci- 
^lùie 3of fiemolesy feém fitter to be tnade overfeers of à 
nurfery, tfaan.'to afipen^' a throne. ' 

. But thou ivilt fay, I take large leaps irom the north 
of Europe to. one of the moft fouthem traéis in Àfia* I 
was di£courfing of the Mofcevites,: and the affiftance they 
afforded the Coflada in fecoVermg Afac ; I paflèd from 
thence tQ the nuumer of 'tiieir education :^ Permit me no# 
t* diTcrtthee with iomething peculiar and uncommon, in 
the charaéiex of the Ruffian women. I am acquainted 
with a gentleman in this city, who has travelled through 
9U that fKurt of Europe, and refided fome years at Mof*» 
cow. He ikys, the Rufiian wives think themfelves not 
beloved by their hufbands, unlefs they beat them every 
day* They take iiis corredion as a mark of his favour 
and efteem'. IfthefefiUy females are angry or peevifb, 
he has no other way to court them into a better humour^ 
but by ftripes. This is the only convincing argument ot 
his fovereignty over them, the demonftration of his man- 
hood, the charm which iaftens both their love and o\9e* 
dience. 

He highly applauds the abiblute refignation which the 
people Aiow to their. great duke, in that they pretend not 
to ppfie& their eftates and lives, but through his favour, 
and durmg his pkafure. He fays, the fucceffion of the 
Czars, or great dukes of Ruflia, was in former times, de* 
termined after this manner : A great ftone was placed iH 
a large field belonging to the city of Mofcow : When 
any Czar died, his fons, or the next of kin, were coaduft* 
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cd into t)u8 iidd, and placed all. at 9» eqod diftance from 
the ilone f then» at a certain HgRsl ^^iven, they all ran to^ 
gether toward it ; and he that firft reached it, Co as to 
ftand on the top of it, w^s eftablifiied in the throne* 
. The revereoce which theCe people piay to their prince^ 
mai^io part be afcrlhed to his feldom appealing in pep- 
|ba to. then^ ^nd then fiiziroiKided with his lioyàfsor mo^' 
blesy in the moft magnii;Geiit eqo^»«g)è tbat can be fup^ 
pofed pfopei; tp ftrike a t^rior aiid awe ihto his fufajeéb» 
and cm^e .them, to.^noiur him as little kfs than a god^ 
Ti^ ^e9.<tf ^ iri^gJO't'^are'daailed vidi fo many ^esk 
icnm of. fihrer«»g4d^^d jdwels*; «BÉid.wlien the gittit 
duj&e^ssakes hsi (oki^ni^kpesraiici^oiroaivalcaflley they itt^ 
i^qdoft, fe^. fo-thi^k) ihpt beamnhas de&etided «* 
fartht to do 4beln the .honour "df à viBt. Tiie& ace tiift 
fftts of }lAi(Banr*p<>^9 b^ 'which itich an infidite mmiber 
ci peoipl^. are ohaivnéi into «lobei^eaiBe ta tìet (omnìgtk 
Poubtli^ thè; majeHy c^ a kta]^ heceites no fmall lilfti% 
from ext6^aal'Ortia^ent9i the mukicode beit^ captivated 
with whatf^vjtr i% gay^and gUttcdng. Yet our glorioai 
^ultans (^m to bs^rrouf adiraatage £ron^ or owe thsir. 
grandeur to any thing bat their exaked Mood, smd At* 
^m€»k taiiftte virtuèf * 

. But every nation have their pccnHar caftomsv and di* 
i|fll<^:re«ibiis of iUte. The confts^ution of ^ govern* 
meats is not alike. The model of Lacedemonian pdicy 
would fbtt 'tB with Athfios. 

; libpu who^e education was in t^e royal Semtgho of the 
piinan e«;it>ieron^ that haft beat, inftrtiéfced to imitafespthe 
btf 9 whicli fucks honey from every £ower f tiiou that 
kiioweil how to make a choice of g^od examjdes, and to 
F^je^the 31; .praAice the valour of one nation, the pro* 
deuce of another, the frugality of a third ; fo (halt thoa 
b<^:c$infummatein vktue, ai^d acquit thyfelf a good generaL 
Paris, 15 th of the xith M©on, of the Year 164^. 
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XVIII.— To SoLYMAN, Kyzlì^R AgA, Chief of the 

Black Eunuchs. 

1 AM jiift nov retained to tsf clMUnber» fiom the palace 
of the king. As I pidTed aloag the ftrecta» I bm m.cTerf 
&ce the Egsatunsiif.a profound Ibrrow^.whidi &em8 1st 
hate fUjfu£ediiicif over thw whole bodiea 1 .for both ùtt 
court «»d cilj.havé^ut on moummg fbr the deadi t£ 
Hcmy J3a«irbon» iaftepoaoe pf Conde. 

He»was not fnll^&ty yevs- f£vg^ when fie le& thà 
nfibk-woddito be ue^t^ham in aJtigioa utterly onknowA 
K^ Tuyrtah. The Ereaeh^ not wkhodt restfon,' laouest ;die 
lofs of a man, who, to %>eak. the leali: of hkn, iiudyed op 
the domeftic aotlcefbcf' this kingdom) wlich lesmeH o- 
therwife indhung to tmter«. He itral» the bàhaoe «hìcfa 
poifed die aAatxtt paflions of iche ooait and city, by ìA 
pnideace and juftice cahbing both into a peaceable in«£k 
ocrity. -1 

He was bom. fome moons after his father^ death, 
ivhom the moft execrable method of mtirdermg would not 
MEer to fpia out thofe yean whieh nature vro\M have in*- 
dalged him, being fn'atchéd «away by poifon. 

Henry IV. fo long as he remained without ijSbe, fixed 
hi& eyes on this poithitmoùe yoang ptince, ^nd gave him 
an education fuitabie to one whom fate «had dé^figned t«i 
be the heir of the crown. Yet afterwards jeàloufy cool* 
ed his affei^on, when the pnncc had married- Charlotte 
the duke of Montmorency's daughter» whom Henry IV. 
Iove4 to a degpree of paffion. 

It is dangerous to have a fovereign prince one's • rival 
in love.' That match had well nigh ruined the young 
prince ci Conde. He was forced to fly into Holland 
with his princefsy and make that province the fandiuary 
•f her honour. From thence he travelled through Ger- 
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tmnyt and returned not to France till after the mundcr 
of Henry IV.. 

During the minority of Lewis XIII. he headed the 
h&ianSf affeding to become popolar. Were it not for 
this ambition» his life had been without bleniiA, and he 
might hare, blown out DiageQea'8<niid*day candle : but 
no mto is frer from fault. All the diffen^nce between 
the virtaoxis and. vicious coniifta in thk, that one committ 
fewer crimes than the other» and thofe not by intention 
er habit, but through the iafiiperafale pròclinty of na- 
ture. Every man has his genial vicet» his conHitutSonal . 
errors ^ and» though he may appear a faint in.aU tbingt 
dfe, yet iti thefc he will ftiU be a finner. 
- He foffered five years impnfooment in the BaftHe, 
which is a place put to the fame ufe as the Caftle- of the 
Seven Towers in Conitantinople. The piiacefa his wife 
was his companion all the time» and ihared in his misfor- 
tunes as well as his profperity. 

Daring that tedious confinement» he became father of 
a daughter, who wa^ afterwards married to the Duke of 
XfOngueviUe ; and, when he was fet at liberty» he begot 
the Duke of i&nguien» now Prince of Conde» and the 
prince of Conti. 

The French fpeak well of the departed prince. He 
was of a lively fpirit» cheerful and affable in converfation» 
mixing daily recreations with his feverer bufinefs» regu- 
larly obferving order in all his affairs. Yet they fay he 
was covetous» having heaped up great treafures by a par- 
fimony which none of that blood had ever before prac<« 
tifed. 

On his death-bed, he recommended two things; to the 
praóiice of his fon, the Duke of Enguien» " Never to re- 
venge a private injury ;'* and, *< freely to hazard his Ufc 
for the public good.'' 
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1 chofe to tranfmit to tlice the aewd of. ihh prince'g 
death, with this brief account of his life, and charaéter of 
hta difpofition» in regacd thou haft feen him in Ger» 
tnany,' and I remember to have heard thee fpeak in his 
pniife. 

Continue to love Mahmat, who is never forgetful to 
oblige his friends^ i , 

Paris, 15th of the itth Moon, of the Year 1646. 



XIX. — To /^^ Kaimacham. 

1 HE pofts from Gat^onia came in lad night laden with 
ill news from the army, which has been forced to decamp 
from before JLerida, leaving the grcateft part of their ar- 
tillery to the Spaniards. That place was always fiertal to 
the French ; yet the padion of the court vents it£elf 
on the Count de Harcourt^ becaufe he could not reveiife 
the decrees of dclliny. All his .former meritorious ac- 
tions feem, now to be cancelled by this one difgrace, 
though it was unavoidable*; fo pcevtfh are princes- when - 
their expe6);ations arc croiTed. Some fufpeél him gyilty 
of private correfpondcnce j others tax him with co war* 
dice. All this is during the heat of their refentmcnts : 
the fame perfons, it may be, will change their cenfurc, 
when they confider that he had lain, before it leven 
moons, even till the trenches of his camp were filled 
with fnow, and that his foldiers died of famine or cold ; 
forxhe winter began to be infupportable, and the couh 
try was barren of all things neceifary to fuftain fuch an 
army. I cannot fee wherein this general deferves re- 
proach, unlefs it be a crime to be a man, and to have 
the command of fuch as are made of flefh and blood 99 
well as he. 
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In Italy the Frenck have taken Puoibina and Porto 
IdOngone* . This latter is tKe moft tmpoitant town in the 
Ifle of Elbe» yet was not able to ^uftain above nineteen 
days ftegt. 

They fay there is a fountain In this ifland whofe wa- 
ters, flow at the fim-ciikig/ but in the evening are dried 
up. The fuperftitious have odd conceits of this fountain, 
rdJihing of the ancient ps^an vanities ; but the learned 
attribute it to natural caufes* So the Jews tell of a ri- 
ver in the eaft that ftands fti&on the feventh day of the 
week. This they adduce as a confirmation of their law, 
which commands them to red from labours on the fe- 
venth day, becaufe on that day God refted from forming 
the creatures of the world. They fay alfo, that the fa- 
tyrs and other monfters of the delart (hun the light of 
the fun that day» hiding themfelves in caverns of the 
earth» and curfing the Sabbath, becaufe it furprifed God 
before he had quite finifhed their forms; for which rea- 
fon they are imperfeél and mohftrous to this day. 

The Divine Unity, who is the root of all . numbers^ 
and has confecrated the number feven to many myilerious 
ends, grant, that neither thou nor I may forget the an- 
fwers we muft give to the feven queftions of the porter of 
paradife. 

Paris, 7th of the lath Moon, of the Year 1646. 



XX. — To Bajazet, Baffa of Greece. 

Ir appears to me by evident fymptoms, that there is 
feme deep deGgn a-foot in this court. The grandees af- 
femble often, and lit kte. Extraordinary couriers are 
fent out, and come in at all' hours of the night. Strange 
report» are induftrioufly fpread about the city. Trading* 
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is at a ftdndy the b&nkonre&ryedy and llnle moneys ftiM 
mtgf wbich makes tlie jx^Hilace murmiir. They com^ 
plain of the thnes^ as is iifuai in public difcontents : The 
old difcoumge aftd inceiife the young» hy making compa*- 
xiibns of diis age and retgti nmh the hapi>y days of Hen* 
17 the Great. They fill their ears with golden ftories of 
former times ; and in^iring into them a love of the pad, 
they equally introduce a hatred of the prefcnt goyem- 
ment. Thefe are the common artifices of faéUon ; and 
though none appears yet under any diftinéb name or title, 
yet it is eafy to prognofticate from thefe prcludcsy that 
ere long the mafic will be taken off, and fedition wilt (how 
herfelf barefaced. - 

The- other day a fellow run crying thrtsugh the ftrects, 
God fave the king> but the devil take the Italian. He 
was fbUowed by a few, and thole of the moft contempt- 
ible. Yet no officer or magiftrate in this city would 
caule him to be apprehended, or attempt to fupprefs the 
nmtiny he was raifing. The citizens fmiled at his bold- 
ne&y and money was brought him from unknown hands : 
The women blefled him as a prophet, and the virgins feff 
down before the altars on his behalf ; the temples were 
crowded with votaries, or rather with the fautors of this 
new. fcdition j as if they drove to draw their gods into 
the cabal, and would make heaven itfelf abett their tu- 
mults. His train increafed as he meafured the fbeets ; 
till at length he was feized by the royal guards, the rab- 
ble difperied, and all- things rellored to quiet. That 
night a double watch v^s kept throughout the city ; the 
fellow was ikiótiy examit^d, and put to the rack; yet 
no confeffion codd be extorted from him, fave, " That 
the puUk good induced him to take this cmn-fe ; that 
the tyranny tmd o^reffion which CardinaLMazarini ex- 
ercifed were infcppextable ; and that he was ready to ia« 
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crifice his life for tl\c.wclfe««iof!hÌ8 country." He i« 
condemned to the gdley^.duiittg fatf life ;. and great en* 
deavours are ufed to>fi;id QUt.theattdio/«.of this^noTeky; 
for he is looked on but as. aiii mftroment (et at work by 
fome malcontents of higher qudhy» and the forerunner 
of fome more formidable infurredion. 

P^oclaniatipp» are if^ied out to forbid all difcourfe of. 
fiate? matters ; but the people fpa^e not to whiiper their 
fentinients. .,.,-, \ . r '.' 

The young king is ta^ea illyiwiiieh augments the pub- 
lic jealoufy : Men ihake their heads, and look dejeéked as 
they walk along the ilreets. Some m.enace revenge with 
their furrowed brows, others fpeak openly that the 
kingdom is fold to Grangers. A general oonllemation 
and diforder has feized all, while their fears prompt them 
d^ily to expeól a change. To obviate the . mifchiefs 
which thofe popular paflions threaten, foldiers are drawo 
from divers parts of the country by Mazarini's order» 
and by infendble companies quartered up and down Pa- 
ris. Between thefe and the citkens there happen diver» 
quarrels ; freqi^nt murders are committed ; while .the 
night, which covers all things with darknefs, ferves to 
fhroud their mutual outrages and private revenges. Thus 
the public calamities are cherifhed : What will be the if» 
fue, time will evince. 

In the mean while, the affairs of Germany and Swede- 
land fecm to . be in a fair way of compofure. Divers' 
tr<:atle8 arc on foot in order to a ^geneVal peace in 
Chriilendom. Hie ambaffadors apd deputies of the fe- 
veral contesting crowns have ' frequent (ioi^renccs ; but 
each party inMs fo vehemently on: circ^uniilantials» that 
notbiqg but fhiitlefs demurs : cj^nclfk^ their meetings. 
France has a great &roke in all tbefe affiti&rf | and it . is 
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grown to a proverb, " That Cardinal Mazawni carries all 
the courts of Europe in his bofom/' 

The Swedes treat like viewers; and the Germana, 
though much enfeebled, yet cannot forget the majefty of 
the imperial fceptre. The Danes have an intereft to pro* 
fecttte, and the Poles are not without their pretentions* 
National pride and honour have a grea^ influence on 
thefe crowns. But the Hollanders, like merchants, a£t 
according to the rules of profit : They ftand on no punc» 
tilios, but fuch as advance their traffic, knowing that 
money is the nerves of war. In this they are to be 
efteemed wife, their commonwealth bdng as yet but in her 
nonage, her ftrength not knit, nor (he in a capacity t« 
wrefilc with her potent neighbours. 

England finds bufinefs enough at home to employ both 
her money, wit and arms $ nor can (he be at leifufe to 
attend to foreign tranfaftions. 

Spain ever follows the intered of the German court, it 
being the unalterable maxim of the Houfe of Auftna,To 
remain united, and aggrandife itfelf. 

Italy has various interefts'; and Venice, in particular, 
is in ftrift friend(hip with this court* 

Portugal is ftill upon her guard againft the refUefs 
Spaniards ; and Don Juan de Braganza makes foreign 
alliances. 

The Supreme Monarch of the vtfible and invifible 
worlds, who (its on the throne of Adamant, under the 
covert of the eternal tree, grant, that the diftraétions of 
thefe Infidel princes and ftates may continue till the time 
appointed by fate (hall come, wherein the fiaithful Ofmanf; 
(hall poflTefs the red apple. 

Paris, 25 th of fhe ifk Moon, of the Year 1646^ 
F0I.IIL 
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XXI. — To Pestsli Hali, his Brother» 

•*• THOUGHT my fdf forgotten by the fon of my motber, 
who has fufFered fo many decades of moons to meafure 
out the term of his unkind iilence, and of my melan- 
choly. It is now three years fince I heard from thee : But 
I will not complain of a fault fo ingenuouily expiated, 
though late. Thou hail made me ample amends in fend- 
ing me fuch an elaborate and fuccinét hiflory of thy tra- 
vels ; in reading of which I know not whether my plea- 
fure or profit is greater. Thou haft fo interwoven de- 
lightful adventures of thy own» and pleafant paffages of 
others, with curious and fohd obfervations, that a man 
improves himfelf infenfibly, whilft the charming language 
and mifcellany ferve as a fpur at once to roufe and faften 
his attention to points of moft ufeful knowledge. 

The Chriftians are apt to defpife the true believers, as 
a company of ignorant people, unacquainted with the 
world, unpohihed both in their underftandings and man- 
ners, not verfed in the liberal fciences, nor addiéied to 
the ftudy of any thing but -riches and honour, and how • 
to augment the muffulman empire. They confider not 
at the fame time, that God has made us rational crea- 
tures as well as them, has endued us with the fame natu- 
ral faculties, and that in all nations he has infpired fome 
with a thirft of knowledge, fumifhing them alfo with 
the abilities and means to attain it. They confider not, 
. that if printing be prohibited among us, it is to fupprefi 
the multitude of unprofitable books, with which Europe 
too much abounds; and that in_ their ftead we have many 
thoufands of induftriout fcribes, whofe whole employ- 
ment is to tranilate the moft excellent and learned tr^- 
tifes of the ancients ; and that confequently, a ftudious 
jMahometan cannot be deftitute of fuch books as may in- 
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firu£i him in true phHofophy, found morals, and hiilory 
of the mod memorable tranfaélìons in the world. Af- 
furedly, our Arabia may boaft of her Avicens, Mefues, 
Averroes, . Halis, and Albumazars, and that (he has 
brought forth many others who need not, in an|fe»point 
of human or divine learning, yield the palm to the moil 
eminent doélors, philofophers, orators» and poets among 
the Chriftians. 

Add to this the equal benefit fome of our belief reap 
by travelling into foreign countries, which crowns all 
their iludies with experimental knowledge and wifdom ; 
rendering them as familiar with the different natures of 
men, and the various conftitutions of government, as be« 
fore they were with books. 

This appears evident in thy letter, which is replcnifh- 
ed with fo many foHd remarks, and fage comments on 
the laws and cufloms of the ricgions through which thou 
had pafTed, their religions, flrength, and riches, and 
whatfoever elfe was worthy a traveller's notice, that 
were this narrative publiihed in Chriilendom, the Naza- 
renes would forbear to fpeak fo contemptibly of the true 
believers. 

But they flatter themfelves with a falfe notion, that 
the Ottomans never travel beyond £he limits of their own 
empire, except the public Chiaufes, who are fent by the 
Grand Signior. They are ignorant that the auguft 
Porte maintains private agents in all nations, and that 
there is hardly any prince's court in Chridendom with- 
out a muflulman in it one time or other. It is true, we 
appear not in the garb peculiar to the £aiL Our miffioa 
requires a conformity to the faihions of the people where 
we refide. But we will retain the interior veftment of 
Maliometan purity, being in a double fenfe circumcifed^ 
(Thus wc become maflers of the Chriftians (ccrfts, whilft 

2 
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they account us ftupid, ignorant, and men void of com- 
mon fenfe. 

Befides» had we not this advantage in thefe weftern 
parts, yet the univerfal privilege of travelh'ng and main- 
tainfSg free commerce over all the caft, muft needs af- 
ford great opportunities of accomplifhmcnt to fomc, a- 
mong the caravans of fo many thoufends as vifit Perfia, 
India, China, Tartary, and all places v^here the faith of 
the miffioner of God is profciTed. 

I am extremely pleafcd with thy fortunate efcapes 
from robbers on the road,.whofe malice rarely extends 
ferther than to depnve a man of thofc outward goods, 
which, if he be wife, he will not call his own. Much 
more am I delighted with thy deliverance from thofe fe- 
male thieves, who fteal from men their hearts and rea- 
fon, which lafl is our nobleft, and only proper inherit- 
ance. All Pferfia and the Indies abound with courtefans; 
and he had need of Ofmin's chaftity who would with- 
ftand fo many and ftrong temptations. 

Thou needeft not wonder at tlie effeminacy of the 
prefent Mogul, who fufFcrs himfclf and his ftate to be 
governed by women- That fubtle and afpiring fex have 
always fought to undermine or* over-reach our race. 
They keep behind the fccncs, yet ad their parts in all 
the tragedies and i;evolutions of the world. The fe- 
ther of the prefent Indian King made an abfohite rcfig- 
nation of his fovcreignty to his queen for four-and- twen- 
ty hours. This prince, by a ftrange affeélation, called 
himfelf, Eling of the world. Hi» wife was the daughter 
of an Arabian captain, who had ferved him in the wars ; 
but having forfeited his head by fome notorious treafon, 
"his daughter went and threw herfelf at the Mogul's feet 
to beg his life. He fell paffionately in love with her (for 
file had not her equal for beauty in all the Eaft}» granted 
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hex* petition, and married her. Afterwards (he got fuch 
an empire over him, that he would do nothing without 
her advice and confent. At her iniligation he made war 
or peace ; and to pleafe her cruel humour, he put out 
the eyes of his eldeil fon. But not fatisfied with^kefe 
diicoveries of his love, and refolving to make herfelf 
famous by fome extraordinary adlion^ ihe never ceafed 
(bliciting the king, with' all the arts of female policy» 
till fhe had. prevailed on him to furrender up his autho- 
rity to her for the fpace of a day ; in which time (hav-- 
ing prepared ail things beforehand ready for her pur- 
pofe) (he cauled two millions of rupees^ in filver and 
gold, to be coined and ilaraped with the twelve iigns of 
the Zodiac, contrary to the fundamental laws of the em- 
pise, .the exprefs prohibition of our holy Prophet, and 
the uoiverfal praéUce of the mulfulnians throug4iout the 
world) who admit not the reprefentationa of any crea« 
turc8 that have life. This relation I had from my uncle 
Ufepb, who refided in the Indian court eleven years. He 
added, moreover, that durili g this ihort female reign, (he 
cut off the heads of feven grandees, the moft zealvius for 
the mulFulman faith among all the Indian princes, a^d. 
cftablifbed as many idolaters in their places ; and that, if 
her orders had been fully executed, (he had quite «haa« 
ged the governnient, coniecrated the mod beautiful 
mof<{ue8 to the fervice of idols, exterminated the true 
faithful, and reftored the ancient abominations of the 
infidels, which thou wilt not think impraélicable, when 
thou confiderei that the number of the uncircumcifed 
in the Indies far exceeds that of the muffulmans, there 
being ten thouiand of thofe to an hundred of fucb. as 
profefs the unity of the divine nature. But however, 
ihere was loyaky fomid even among thofe Pagans i and. 
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they would not fufFer a blind jseal for the worfhip of their 
gods, to fupplant the duty they owed their king. 

The dcfcription thou haft made of Candahar, and the 
method diou haft projefted to take that impregnable city, 
difcover at once thy condudl and diligence, in procuring 
liberty to furvey fo narrowly the moft important place of 
the Indies, and thy fkill in fortifications, with the qulck- 
nefs of thy invention, which has fuggcftcd to thee that 
which all the engineers of Afia have never fo much as 
dreamt of. This is the right ufe of travelling, when a 
man returns from foreign nations cultivated with experi- 
mental knowledge, and ftocked with improvements that 
may render him ferviceable to his country. 

Thou condemneft the injuftice and avarice of the In- 
dian Moguls, who, as foon as any of the Omrahs or ^reat 
men die, caufe all his eftate and goods to be fcized to 
their own proper ufe ; whereby it comes to pafs, that the 
widow afld children of the dcceafed are reduced to the 
loweft condition of poverty, being many times forced to 
beg for a fubfiftence. It is true, this is an oppreffion 
not to be juftified, efpecially in thofe who profefs to 
believe in one God, creator of all things, the incorrupt 
judge of the univerfe. But what thinkeft thou then of 
our Sultans, who not having patience to wait till a na- 
tural death fhall make them heirs to the wealth of a 
bafla, generally fccure their title, and haften their pof- 
feflion by a bow-ftring ? Thefe are royal violences, though 
the refignation of fubjeéìs muft not tax them with any 
crime, who are accountable to none but God. 

It was however a notable piece of raillery, with which 
the widow of a rich merchant reproved this unreafonable 
cuftom in the prefent Mogul : Her hufband was an ido- 
later, who had heaped together an infinite treafure by 
triading and ufury, and when he died, left her worth two 
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hundred thoufand rupees. Her fon, fome years after, 
coming of age, demanded of her a ftock to fet up with 
as a merchant ; which fhc, either out of avarice, or for 
other ends, refufed him ; fumifhing him only with fuch 
fmall fuma as ferved to nourilh his difcontent, and tempt 
him to a lewd, carclefs life. But at length, not being 
able to prevail on his mother to part with fo much at 
would anfwer his expedations, he complained to the 
Moguli difclofing alfo- what eftate his father had left. 
The Mogul being informed of fo much riches, fent for 
the young man's mother, and commanded her to fend 
him half her money, ordering, that the other half (hould 
be divided between herfelf and her fon. The widow,^ 
not being at all furprifed or call down at this unjuft pro- 
pofal, made the Mogul this fhort reply : " O king, may 
the gods make thee happy ! My fon has fome reafon to 
require his fhare of his father's eftate, having his blood 
running in his veins ; but I defire to know what relation 
thou art to my hufband or me, that thou daimefl a (hare 
in his inheritance.'^ The prince, abafhed at fo fmart and 
bold an addrefs, commanded her to give half her eftate 
to her fon, and fo difmiifed her. 

I have heard fome of our Chiaufes praife the magnifi- 
cence of the Mogul's court, the infinite number of hi» 
attendants ; but above all, they extol the inimitable gran» 
dcur of his throne, which is adorned with fo many to- 
pazes, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and diamonds, as amount 
to thirty millions of rupees. But were it not much bet- 
ter, if, inftead of all this needlefs glory, he could boaft, 
that his empire is founded in the hearts of his fubje^s ì 
He does not confider, that fuch prodigious heaps of en- 
vied treafure are but fo many glittering fnares, golden 
manacles, which ferve for no other ufe but to chain him 
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vp frpm that freedom» and thofe more innocent delights^ 
that the meaneft of his fubje£ts enjoy. 

Thou haft) I perceive, difcourfed with the Indian Qra- 
mina : Doft not thou difcover, even in thefe idolaters» a 
contempt of riches ? Wliat mean thoughts have they of 
the fplendour and gaieties of the court ? What a low 
tfteem of the long and proud feries of titles with which 
iàìt Moguls endeavour to exalt themfelves } Whilft they 
are calkd the lights of the world» and companions of 
the fun», thefe poor philófophers know» that in a little 
time they (hsdl be laid in durknelk» and have ao b^- 
ter fociety thiui that of worms. What fignifies dleir pe« 
digtee, or, that the pref(^nt Mogul is but the tenth <fe- 
iccndant itpm Ihe nEÙghty Tamerlane» wj^o made all Afin 
tremble, if he has loft the virtue of his glorioui anceftor ì 
It is that alone makes aU men truly noble; 

Thou telleil me, that the empire of the Mogul af« 
Cords him mor^ revenues than the donùnions of any two 
^e moil potent monarchs on earth* I have heard as 
much from otiters, which convinces me» that thou haft 
Hiformed thyielf rightly of the preient date of the In* 
dies. But doft thou therefore eileem this monarch the 
xicher? Confider the vaft extent of his dominions» which 
are faid to contain more than fix hundred leagues in 
length, and thou wilt find, that to maintain fo great a 
track of ground, both againfl his foreign and domeftic 
enemies, he is obliged to keep in conilant pay fome mil- 
lions of his fubjedls and Grangers ; for he is in the midft 
of enemies, even among his own fubjefts. There are 
above an hundred fovereigns in his empire» who perpe« 
tually by turns raolcft his government» refufing to pay 
tribute» and raifing armies againfl him ; whereby it comes 
to pafs» that he is at an infinite expence to defend him- 
felf, and carry on thofe endlefs wars ; thou thyfelf hav- 



Book IL A SPY AT PAJIIS. 1:53 

ing obfcnned, that once in two moons there is an indif- 
peniable necei&ty of paying thefe prodigious armies» not 
a foldier throughout his empire having any thing to live 
on, fave the wages he receires of the king. 

Confider alio, that this monarch always keeps fome 
thoufands of the iineft horfes in the world near his per- 
fon» fuch as coft him thoufands of rupees a^piece, be« 
fides a thoufand elephants, with an incredible number of 
mules, camels, and other beafts of burden, to carry hi% 
wiTes, his goods, and provifions, wbcn betakes the field ; 
that whole cities, even as large as Conilantinople, are 
obliged to follow the king's camp ibr fubfiftence, their 
livelihood altogether depending on the army. Add to 
this, the immenfe charges of his feraglio, his caftles and 
fea-port towns, with aH the other necefiary expences of 
the date, and thou wilt conclude, that when this poten- 
tate comes to caft up his accounts, he will find himfelf a 
poor man. 

But I (hall cloy thee with a rehearfid of fuch tlnng» as 
thou canfl not be a ftranger to* 

Only tdl me, whether one of the raias or princes fub- 
je£^ to the Mogul, be the real defcendant of Pdrus, the 
ancient king of India, in the lime of Alexander the 
Great ? I have been told by £everal travellers, that there 
is fuch an one, that hia name is Rana, and thac an hun- 
dred of the idolatrous princes pay homage to him, as te 
their natural fovereign. 

Thou confirmeft the truck c^ what has been fo okefi 
reported in thefe parts» that the prince of Java kat fiXT 
finger» on each hand, and as many toes on his feet. 

But that icem» very ftrange which thou related, of a 
certain language among the Indians^ which is not vul- 
garly ^ken } but that atf thdr books of theology, and 
pagdc^ of their laws» the records of their nation» and 
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the treatifes of humaa arts and fci'ences, are written in 
it ; and that this language is taught in their fchoolsy col- 
leges, and academies, even as Latin is among the Chnf- 
tians. I cannot enough admire at this ; for where, and 
when was this language fpoken ? How calne it to be dif- 
ufcd ? There feems to be a myftcry in it, that none of 
their Bramins can give any other account of this, fave, 
that it is the Istnguage wherein God gave to the firll 
o'eature he made the four books of the law, which, ac« 
cording to their ohronolpgy, was above thirty millions of 
years ago. I tell thee, my dear brother, this news has 
ftarted fome odd notions in my mrad ; for when I con- 
iider, that this language, as thou fayefl:, has nothing in 
it common with the Indian that is now fpoken, nor with 
any other language of Afia, or of the world, and yet 
that it is a copious and regular language, learned by 
grammar, like the other maternal languages, and that, 
in this obfolete language, books are written, wherein it 
i& afTert'ed, that the world is fo many millions of years 
old ; I could almoft turn Pythagorean, and believe the 
world to be within a minute of eternal. And where 
would be the abfurdity. ? fince God had equally the fame 
infinite power, wlfdom alid goodnefs, from all eternity, 
as he had five or fix thoufand years ago. What fhould 
hinder him then from exerting thele divine attributes 
fooner ? What (hould retard him from drawing forth this 
glorious fabric ea/lier from the womb of nothing ? Suffer . 
thy imagination to Hart backwards as far as. thou canfl, 
even to miUions of ages, apd yet thou canft not con- - 
ceive a time wherein this fair unmeafurable expanfe was 
not ftretched out ; as if nature herfelf had engraven on 
our inteliefts this record of the world's untraceable ànti- 
qaity,, in that our ftrongcll,. fwiftcft thoughts, . arc &t 
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too weak and flow to follow time back to its endlefa 
origin* 

The revolution in China furpafles the common changei 
in kingdoms and empires ; there is fomething exceffively 
tragical in the cataftrophe of that royal houfe. 

Brother, in beholding that, thpu haft fecn human na* 
ture in a trance ; and thou art fo thyfelf» if after this, 
thou canft be fond of any thing on earth. Traveller» 
adieu. 

Paris, ajth of the ift Moon, of the Year 1647. 



XXlh—To Atis, Baja. 

Several difpatches have been lately fent between this 
court and that of Sv^edeland, containing rather matter 
of compliment than any thing of great importance* 
Queen Chriftina has been very ill, which has occaiioned 
letters of condolence from the Queen-regent of France. 

Thofc which come from that part fay, that Generai 
Torilenfon is made a count, and the dignity entailed to 
his pofterity,*! recompence of his eminent fcrviccs to the: 
Swedifh crown. 

Thefe letters add, that there have paffed feme high' 
words between Monfieur Chanut and the Swediih fecre*. 
tary of ilate ; and that the latter, in going out of the*, 
chamber, where they difcourfed, laid his hand upon his» 
fword, with thefe words, ** Moniieur Chanut, were it 
not for the fence which tlie law of nations haj railed a«< 
bout your perfon, I would anfwcr you in anf>thcr lan- 
guage." To which Moniieur Chanut replied, " That* 
he wore a fword.to defend himfelf and his private honour,- 
as well as any Swed^^A the kingdom/' , • » 

The occafion of this quarrel was, the great refort^of; 

G- 6 
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Roman CatkoUc ftrangcrs to Monfieur Chanut's cliapel» 
which gave difgud to the Swedes, who allow not the 
•xerdfe of the Roman rdigicHi within their territories. 
They caftrate aH th« priefts of that communion whom 
they findy and profecute the laity witK rigorous penal** 
ties. But Monfienr Chanut pleaded the law of nations ; 
and when the fecretary told him» that the qncen per- 
mitted him and his family the liberty of their religione 
but defined him not to admit any other perfons of whal 
nation foever, this minifter replied» *^ That he could not 
receive as a favour, òr permiffion from her majefty, the 
I^erty of extrciiing hi» reiigion, fioce he held it oi^ of 
his mafter, the King of France, who had (ent him thi- 
ther, and that he would not fhut the door of his ckapd 
againft any that would come in ; that their law, which, 
according to* their own calcule, was made aboo^ two 
thouiand years after the foundation of their eftat€, could 
not abr<^ate the law of nations, which is eternal ; that 
this perpetual law gave particular privileges to certain 
peribns, and efpectally to th« minifters of foreign princes ^ 
rami their new law, fuch as it was» being only made to 
' maintain the public worfhip, refpcd«d dit what wai 
done in the houfe of a foreign minifter^ by » fpecial pri- 
yQtgtf, it beiiEig of no conf<quence to the ftate» whether 
iiich foreigners fa;ved God or not, (»- whether they wor« 
ihipp^d* him in a right or wrong way ; ^t no Swede 
«ame to hia chapel, but only fome French, who>were f<v^ 
joumers in the knd ; that they did not ufie the Swediih 
amba&dórs. fo in France, who admitted whom they^ 
pleafed into their, chapels ; that the houfe where h< now 
dwelt, was the houfe of tht Kkg of France, and that 
therefore he could not by confequence refiiGe any Catho<^ 
lies. an entrance into it, efpeciaUy iudt as w^te born fiib« 
if£U of his mailer ;^ and^, iafioe^.thatit wa^vesy rude to^ 
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oblige him to be the «xecatiooer of this fevere law^ in 
requiring him to fluit his doors upon his countrymen, a*, 
gainit the common laws of hofpitality, the honour of a 
public minifter, and the plcafure of the king, his fove« 
reign." 

To this the fecretary made fomething too tart a reply ; 
whereupon words increafmg between them, and the 
French ambaflador being refolute to''|[ai&rt his privilege» 
the fecretary broke out into a pai&on, as I have before 
mentioned, laying his hand upon his fword, as he was 
leaving the room. 

The Swedes are naturally a rugged, furly people, as 
are all the Northern Europeans. They are ftrangers to 
cÌTÌlity, and the gentle addrefs of the French. Yet the 
queen, when (he heard of this pafTage, was angry with 
her miniiler, and excufed his rudenefs to Moniieur Cha- 
nut ; telling him. That the fecretary was a faithful fer- 
vant, but had been educated among the bears of the 
foreft. 

This puts me in mind of a iloty, which the French 
tell of another ambaiTador, whom Lewis XIII, £ent to 
the court of Spain. The Spaniards are of a haughty 
temper, expeding more than ordinary fubmii&ons fnmi 
thofe who approach the king's prefence. This ambaf- 
(ador, on the fame ground, was required to do fome 
homage, which would not confift with the inftni£Uons of 
his mailer, and therefore he refufed to comply. The 
King of Spain, thinking to put him out of countenance» 
faid aloud, '* What ! ha^ the King of France no other 
men in- his court, that he^ fends to me fuch a fool aa 
this^' To whicKtfae. ambaflador replied, <^ My mafta^ 
haSk many vrifev men than, myfclf about hkn ; but to focK 
a king,, heh an amha&dor." 

ThQ« wik sfl^ poii^iap^ton fuch railkiy as this to 
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crowned heads, who ought to be treated with reverence 
and gravity ; yet, I believe, thou wilt condemn the 
cruelty of a Duke of Mufcovy, who caufed thè hat of a 
French ambaflador to he nailed to his head, for fitting * 
covered before him. This is contrary to the genius of 
the Eail, who abhor to fee a man bareheaded. 

But every nation has its mode ; and I, according to 
the fafhion of my country, kifs the border of thy veft, 
in token of my fubmiffion and refpeé^. 

Paris, 7th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1647. 



XXIII. — To the Mufti, Mofl Fenerahk and worthy of 
all Honour, 

1 H E critics, who fpend their tirne, and manifeft their 
wit, in defcanting on the court and the grandees, find 
perpetual matter of difcourfe concerning Cardinal Ma- 
zanni. His daily adlions furnifli them with new themes, 
and fometimes they rehearfe the old. They compare 
him with his prcdeceflbr Richlicu, and with Cardinal 
Ximenes, a Spanifh minifter. They term thefe three, 
the Trinity of Chriftian Statefmen ; thus diftinguiftiing 
their perfonal charaders 5 Richlieu, they fay, was craf- 
ty, covetous, and revengeful ; Ximenes was politic, fe* 
vere, and valiant ; Mazarini is wife, merciful, and li- 
beral. 

The firft madie good his chara6lcr, they fay, in heap- 
ing up fuch prodigious trcafures ; in raifing all thofe of 
his family or dependence, to the higheft honours ; in oc- 
cafioning the voluntary baniihment of the queen-mother ; 
in ruining whomfoever he fufpeétcd j and, finally, in 
making himfclf fo much the mafter of all fecrets, that 
the- king, however difguftcd and arcrfc from him, yet. 
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could neither fit fafe on his throne without him, when* 
living, nor venture the management of the public to any. 
of his creatures, when dead. Thus fpeak they of that 
great miaiftcr. 

As to Cardinal Ximenes» they fay, he difcovered the 
qualities which they afcribe to him, in the method he 
took to raife himfelf to that envied greatnefs, which was, 
by feeming to (hun the honours at which he fecretly aim* 
ed. For being a devoted dervife, or religious friar, he 
appeared to be the mofl mortified man of the whole or* 
der ; which being taken notice of, he was made provin« 
cial ; from which dignity, he made but one ftep more 
to the purple ; and growing eminent for his abilities, he 
was made firft minifler in the court of Spain. 

He levied fixteen thoufand men at his own coft, in- 
vaded Barbary, ftormed their ftrongeil cities, and reduced 
the whole kingdom of Tripoli and Algiers to his mafter^s 
obedience. 

Whilft he was at the head of his army, one day there 
happened a mutiny among his foldiers. A certain fellow, 
running up and down between the ranks, and exciting 
them to choofe a new general, faying, ** It was apfhame 
to ferve a poor fpirited friar ;" the cardinal perceiving 
this. Hepped to the felloe, and with one blqw fevered 
his head from his body. This Rruck fuch a teVror into 
all, that from that time there was not the leait tumult 
or diforder in his army. 

They fay he was in the end poifoned by eating of a- 
fiih, of which a friend of his received intimation on the 
road, as he was riding to the place where the cardinal 
was at dinner; But he came too late to prevent the ef- 
fc6b of the poifon ; for though the cardinal was but 
juft rifen from the table, yet he began to void blood by*-' 
his earsj.aad the eztremitie9 of his fingers; and in a few 
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days drew his laft breath. He was ta&, and well limb-* 
ed ; his two fore-teeth of the upper jaw grew fo far out 
of his mouthy that he was called the Ecclefiaftical £Ie^ 
phant ; the futures of his fkull were fo clofely indent- 
ed» that there was no more room for tranfpiration of the 
grofler Tapours» than through the mod folid part of the 
bone. On this account he was eyer troubled with the 
headache» contrary to Cardinal Richlieu» who never felt 
any pain in that part» becaufe he had two Jittle holes in 
his crown^ through which the fuines exhaled. 

Thefe are the remarks which ai^e made on Cardinal 
Ximenes. As to Mazarini» they fày» he furpaffes both 
thefe minifters in the exquifite moderation of his temper; 
and comes fliort of neither, in the contrivance or fuccefa 
of affairs» being folid in his counfels» fecret and fwift in 
their execution. He has this alfo peculiar in his con- 
dud» that none are moie fure of his favour than thofe 
who have done him injuries. He is magnific in his ex- 
pences» buQding palaces that may vie with the moft ce- 
lebrated ftnidures of the ancient Romans ; a curious 
colleéior of choice paintings and fculptures» fumiihing 
the honfes with uteniils of cedar» ebony» iilver» gold» and 
other ornaments» befitting the palace of a king ; liberal 
beyond the expe^tion of his friends and fervants» yet 
not to profu&nefs ; he has a. wonderful fagacity in dif- 
covering ch^ts and impoftors» and no Icfs dexterity in 
difceming men of merit» though never fo much obfcured 
by misfortune. 

Not long ago he catched a gentleman in a crime» which 
expoled him to the laughter and contempt of the whole 
court» but not to the cacdisal's hatsed« He had been, 
rtoommended to thia minifto' by a lady of the coiii$».for 
whom he had a great efteem ; on wbidi. account he had 
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free acceis to the cardmafs pretence» and would atirayi 
mix with his retinue. 

But his curious patron had obfenred fomethiiig ia his. 
carriage» which gave him ground of miihruft; for he 
would always place himfélf as near as he could to a cer« 
tain table in the chamber where the cardinal gives au». 
£ence. There is a drawer under this taUe» which com- 
monlj ftands half open, it being the place where all pe-^ 
titionoY throw ia their bribes or prefents, it not being^ 
fecmly for a pnnce of the church to take money himiielL 
The cardinal c^ferved» that this QHuk always had his eye 
gjamdng on that draw^ as if he coveted what was there 
contained ; howerer^he took no notice» bat gave him afl. 
the oppodainitics imagini^ to do his pleafufe ; yet ftilL 
one. accident or odier hindered the gentleman from eae*^ 
cuting his defign, which was to borrow fome of the gold 
that lay in that dxawer. At length it happened» that 
tbc cardinal having appointed fome curious pageants ta 
be made in honour of the king's birth^y» he with feve« 
ral of the courtiers» fbood looking out of the windows ta 
iee thefe triumphant (hows pais by. The gentleman, 
taking this opportunity» whilft he thought all eyes were 
intent on the gaieties without, flips to the table» and 
takes out of the drawer a bag of gold» putting it up in 
kb pocket» and retiring to the window again. He ima- 
gined that nobody had fee» him, and therefore hugged 
himfelf in the thoughts of his booty. When the (how 
was over, and the company withdrew from the windoWj^ 
after a while they all took their leave and departed» and 
amo^g the reft thi? gentleman-thief was going out^ But 
the cardinal defired him to tarry, in that lie had fome* 
^ing to fay to him. The gentleman» flung with the 
guilt of what he had done, fell a-trembling» and waa 
ready to drop down at the cardinals feet ; but he bid 
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him be of good comfort, faying thus to him, .** My 
friend, what thou haft done is not hid from me ; if thou . 
haft not gold enough, I will double thy fum." There- 
with he gave him another bag of equal value, faying 
withal, ** Go thy way, and fee my face no more ; I par- 
don, but cannot truft thee." 

Wouldft thou know by what means the cardinal dif- 
covered this theft? He always wears on his finger a ring, 
in which is fet a jewel of ineftimable value ; it being a 
natural mirror, and difcovering all things that are done 
in the room, though behind a man's back. It was on 
this ftone the cardinal caft his eye, when the gentleman 
thought he was looking out of the window ; therein he 
beheld him go to the table, take out the money, and put 
it in his pocket. Thou feeft how curious this minifter is 
to ftock himfclf with ufeful rarities. 

May that great chancellor of heaven, the angel who 
beholds in the divine eiTence, as in a mirror, whatfoever 
is done on earth, and records all human aéUons in the 
book of judgment, never difcem any thing in Mahmut 
whidi may render him worthy to be excluded the pre- 
fence of God. 

Paris, I2th of the ad Moon, of the Year 1647. 



XXIV.— To Danecmar Kesrou, Kadtlefquer of Ro^ 
mama. 

A Hou that art principal among the judges of high dig- 
nity, the illuftrlous ornament of three empires, the ftrong 
fupport of equity, who prcfervcft reafon, and corredlcft 
vice, I congratulate thy defcrved honour, and in doing 
fo, I wifti incrcafe of joy to all the faithful Ofmans, 
The knowledge which thou haft acquired in the law 
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of nations, and in the moft perfeél fanéUona of our au- 
guft monarchy, has made thee famous through the feven 
precinga of the earth ; and has veftcd thee with the rohc 
of fubhme honour, the gift of the lieutenant of God. 

I made choice of this occafion at once to perform mj- 
duty, and to acquaint thee with a national yillany, fuch a 
violation of the public faith of a kingdom as it will be> 
difficult to parallel. 

The civil wars of England are known throughout the< 
world ; and thou art no ftranger to the particular intelli*». 
gences I have fent to the Sublime Porte €oiicermng that* 
nation. < 

Since that time, the rebels have by degrees guned 
ground of their unhappy king, chafing him from one- 
place to another; till at length finding, that neither byv 
arms nor treaties, he could reduce them to any terms of 
reconciliation, and being befieged in one of his cities»* 
which was not in a condition to hold out long, this un* 
fortunate monarch was forced to difguife himfelf, and- 
e(cape by night, wandering through unfrequented ways,^ 
and enduring much hardfhip. He at length threw him- 
felf upon the faith of the Scots, who had folemnly en* 
gaged themfelyes upon oath to defend him againft aU hit' 
enemies whatfoever. 

The Scottifii army was then in England, being hired 
to affili the rebels ; whence fome take occafion to ac* 
cufc this prince of raflincfs, and too much credulity, in 
feeking protcdion from thofe who firft began the rebet-^ 
Hon, and who had Gained the records of Scotland with 
the blood of many of their kings. But innoceocy is 
void of fufplciori, and therefore, becaufc his own inten- 
tion» were fi ncer^, he knew not how to be jealous of o-- 
thers. 

However, the Scots at firft fecmed to a£i the pat«» of» 
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loyal men; and when they were threatened by the £ng. 
ItAi rebels, and their pay was Hopped, with declarations 
9ÌÌO iffued oat againft their proceedings, they continued 
to aflert the juftice of their deportment, in receiving and de- 
fcttdiog their injured king who had fled to them for fuccour. 

They detained him thus from the 4th of the 5th mooa 
•f the year 1646, to the 30th day of the ift saoon of 
this prcfent year ; at which time, having agreed with 
ibt EngKfli parliament for the fam of four hundred thou- 
ùmà fequins, as tht price of their fovereign^ they deliver» 
cd him up to the £ngli(h commiffioners» deputed by tbc 
lebels for that purpofe. 

The French ambaflador was al tbat time in the Scottici 
army,, who having been a witneb of their deteftable per- 
jury, took his leave ; and being attended with a guard of 
light horfe to the iea-port, at parting he pidled out » 
]|iece of £ngli(h money, valued at half a-crown, and aik-' 
ing the captain of the guards into how many pieces of 
coined fiiver that half-crown might be divided ; he an* 
Severed» tuto thirty : ** For fo much (replied the ambal^ 
iador) did Judas betray his nttfter.'' 

Thou wflt better comprehend the force ef tU» repar» 
lee, when thou confidereft, that, according to the Chrif» 
tians belief, this Judas was a flave of Jefos, the fon of. 
Mary, and that for thirty pieces of filver, he betrayed 
that prophet to the Jews* 

But thefe infidels have found out ways to dude all 
engagements and promifes : They oouch their oaths in 
vords more^ambiguous than the oracles ef Delphos, as 
if they thought not only to circumvent men by their 
equivocations, but alfo to deceive him who formed the 
tongue and the ear, even God, who is perfeft in know* 
ledge. 

^uch a ftory I have read of one Hatto, a Gemiain 
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biHiop» whofc perjury is recorded. This prelate had a 
coufin who was accufed of tneafoii againft the emperor ; 
on which ijccount he was dofely befieged by the Impe* 
rial forces, in a cafUe feated on the top of an impregnabk 
rock ; fo that the emperor, defpairing to take him by 
force, had withdrawn his army, when this bilhop came 
to him, and for a fum of money promiied to betray hn . 
kinfinan into the emperor's hands. 

The bargain being concluded, the bifliop went to vifit 
his coufin at the cadle, perfuading him to go and humble 
himfelf to the emperor, and he would engage to procure 
his pardon $ binding himfelf with a folemn oath, that if 
he would rely on him, as he carried him fafe out of the 
caftlc, fo he would bring him back alirc and fafe again. 

His kinfman, deluded with thefe fair pretences, and fe- 
cured by the fan6Hon of an oath, trufts himfelf to the 
condudi and fidelity of the prelate. 

When they had rode about half a league from the 
calile, the bifliop,*pretending he had forgot fome papers 
of moment, which he had left behind him in his cham- 
ber, they returned back to the caftle ; and when they 
had found the papers, they fet forward again toward the 
emperor's camp. Being arrived there, the impious 
wretch delivered his kinfman to the emperor, who con- 
demned him to die. He fending for the bifhop, re- 
proaches him with the violation of his oath ; but the 
perfidious bifhop fought to acquit himfelf, by faying, 
•* He had performed his promife, in carr^'ing him back 
fafe to the caftle, when he returned to feek his papers.** 
Thus was his kinfman betrayed by a qmbble, and loft his 
head ; the bifhop acquiring, for that impious deed, the 
odious title of Hatto the Traitor ; and the Germans 
report, that he was afterwards carried away by devOs, 
and thrown alive into the hollow of mount JEtna ; a 
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voice being heard at the fame inflant in the air, faying» 
** This 18 the reward of perjury," 

The Nazarenes beh'eve this flaming mountain to be 
one of the mouths oi hell : The fame opinion they have 
of Strombolo and Vefuvius. I am not curious to pry 
into the truth of fo coftly a fecret, but leave the experi- 
ment to the forefworn, treacherous Scots, who, by this 
barbarous adlion, deferve to follow the fate of Hatto. 

Much greater was the integrity and virtue of the an* 
cient Romans, whom tkefe infidels number among the 
damned. They efteemed nothing more facred than the 
public faith, building temples to its honour, and damp- 
ing their money with the figure of two hands joined to- 
gether, having this motto, the faith of the romans. 
But the Scots fhow themfelves to be of Lyfandcr's mind, 
who ufcd to fay, " Children muft be circumvented with 
good words, and men with oaths." 

This monarch is now led in triumph, like a captive, 
by his rebellious fubjefts, who have confined him to one 
of his country palaces, fuffering none of his friends or 
faithful fervants to come near him, but in all things en- 
deavouring to render his reftraint infupportable. 

Thou who art accurate in interpreting the laws of juf- 
tice, wilt condemn thefe infidels of horrid treafon, yet 
cand not acquit the muflulmans, who have often depofed 
our moft auguft emperors, 

I divide my intelligence among the minifters of the 
Sublime Porte, and the other, grandees of the ftate ; 
praying God to guard the fultan from fecret machina- 
tions and open enemies, and to grant, that an excefs of 
good nature may not betray him to fuch misfortunes as 
have befallen this imprifoned monarch. 

Paris, aift of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1647* 
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• XXV. — Tq Rag el Hambt, Antiquary to the Sultan^ 

X HIS city IS peilered with an innumerable nfultitude of 
bats, and a kind of ferpents, which they call lizards or 
newts. They breed in the walls of their houfes, and mo- 
left the inhabitants night and day» fwarming more than 
ordinary every ninth year. 

The Pariiians give an odd reafon for this plague: 
They fay» that in former ages a certain magician had un- 
dertaken to free this city from aU venomous , creatures ; 
and that accordingly he had made feveral images of thofe 
animals» annexing to them enchantments» and hiding them 
in obfcure places under the earth ; promifing alfo» that 
fo long as thofe images remained untouched» Paris fhould 
not be molefted with any hurtful thing. This fucceeded 
according to his words ; till at a certain time» as they 
were digging up the foundations of an old temple» the 
workmen found feveral brazen images» fome reprefenting 
a bat» fome a lizard. They making fmall account of 
. thofe magical reliques» fold them -to the next brazier for 
a piece of money» who» being ignorant alfo of the hid- 
den force of thefe images» melted them down for his own 
ufe ; and ever flnce that time, the city has been over- run 
with bats and lizards» 

I relate this to thee» in regard I have often heard thee 
fpeak of the ancient ftatues that were in the Atmidam at 
Conftantinople» and in other parts of the city ; particu- 
larly of that piUar which had three brazen ferpents vrinà* 
ìng about it» which» when Mahomet the Great beheld» 
the conqueror ftruck one of them with a battle-axe» and 
fmote off the lower jaw ; upon which a multitude of 
ferpents infefled the city» but were foon exterminated» in 
regard the fultani being warded by the citizens» forbore 
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to do any fitrther injury to thofe images» which were the 
guardians of the city. 

The annals of the muffulman empire make mention of 
thefe fiatncs» as alfo of a borfe of braft, and a bull of the 
£ime metal; the one ere^d as a charm againft the 
pefttlence ; the other as an oraculous figrn» that the cne- 
mtes of the Grecian monarchy (hould in that place be le- 
pulfed and driven out of the city. Yet it proved other- 
wife; for the viftorious mufiufanans» againft whom the 
enchantments of the infidels conld not prevail, entered 
the market-place« where this ipiage ftood, and drove from 
thence the timorous Grecians, cutting in pieces all that 
made reiiftance» and rendering themfelves lords of Con- 
ftantinople, at that time the richeft city in the world. 

The Romans were extremely addided to thefe fuper- 
ftltious vanities, believing the fafety of their city and em* 
pire coniìfted in the prefervation of the Palladium, an 
image which they thought fell down from Jupiter, and 
was tranfported from Troy to Italy by j^neas ; being 
afterwards reported in the Temple of Vefta, but burnt 
in that dreadful conflagration which happened in the 
areign of Nero. 

They had in no lefs veneration the buckler, which 
they were taught dropped dowa from heaven into the 
hands of Numa Pompilius, whereon the fate of Rome 
was engraven in chara£lers which none could read. Fear- 
ing left this (acred fhield might be .ftolcn, they caufed 
eleven others of the fame figure to be made, and all to 
be hung up together in the temple of Mars. "^ 

And, to the end the guardian genius of the city BiouU 
bot be enticed from them by the enchantments of their 
eaeniies, the true name of the city of ^Rome was kept Ic- 
cret, even from its own inhabitants, ùnfomuch that Vde» 
nus Soranus was put to death for publiQung it to one of 
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his friends. Many have gutfE&à at this hidden mrnej. 
fome faying it was Valencia, others that it was Velia ; 
a third fort call it Anthuia : bat there is no certaiaty in 
their €0QJe<^uiv8 ; for the pagans were, above all things, 
careful to conceal the names of their cities and patron 
gods, knowing that thofe fpirits would not for(ake them 
till they were called forth by their proper names. 

They ufed alfo to chain the images of their gods to 
the altars» left they ihould depart fix^m them by flealth. 
Thus the Tynans, when Alexander befieged their city^ 
and they underftood from the prie&s, that Apollo the 
guardian of Tyre was difpleafed with them» they faften- 
ed his image with flrong fetters of iron. So dealt the 
Spartans with the image of Mars. And this was the 
common pradlice among thofe idolatrous nations. 

As for us, who have received the law clear and intel- 
ligible, and believe in the unity of the divine eflence, we 
ufe no charms ourfelves, neither do we fear the magic of 
the uncircumcifed. All our confidence is in God, and tlie 
prote6l]on of his prophet : We go boldly to the wars, 
whilft we fight in defence neitlier of ftatues nor liiSiitious 
relics, but of the volume replenished with truth and 
tight, the book brought down from Heay:n by an angel. 

Paris, 17th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1647. . 



XXVI. — To de ViSIER AZEM. 

1 AM now returned from Orleans, whither I went in 
obedience to thy appointments, and not without abun- 
dtnce of pleafure to myfelf, it being the tio^e of year 
when all things coafpire to make a traveller pafs his time 
away with delight. 

Foi. II f. » 
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Yet my return was melanAolyy m regard I could not 
accompliih what I aimed at, nor be in a capacity to ren- 
der thee that fatisfaé^ion thou requirefty either in buying 
the jewels, or in eftabliihing any coirefpondeace. Thofc 
who informed thee of the Germans inhabiting that city» 
were miftaken in their charaéler, they being only a fo- 
ciety or corporation of ftudents» and nowife concerned 
in traffic or merchandife. 

They told thee right, in faying there are a great num- 
ber of ftrangers in Orleans ; I think the imperial city, 
which commands the wcurld, cannot boaft a greater diver- 
iity of languages than are fpoken daily in the fireets and 
• houfes of Orleans. There are fome almoft of all na<* 
lions reiiding in that city. 

Wouldft thou know the real occasion of this raighty 
Conflux of foreigners ? It is, tliat they may fludy that 
which the Nazarenes call the Civil Law, which is there 
profeffed as in an academy, ereded for that purpofe by 
Philip the Fair, one of the kings of France. 

If thou knoA/^eft not the meaning of the Civil L.aw, it 
is a colle^lion of the ancient Roman laws, drawn from a- 
bove two thoufahd books of their fcribes, by the com- 
niand of the Emperor Juftinian, for a ftandard of equity 
in thofe corrupt times, in that univerfal relaxation and 
decline of good government. 

This is the attraAivc, which draws fo many ftrangers 
from all parts of Europe, to that pleafant city, where, 
befides the opportunity of improving themfelves in the" 
moil honourable profeffion among the Nazarenes, next to 
that of the priefthood, they enjoy a pure and ferene hea- 
ven, a fruitful and delicious part of the earth, and the 
company of the moll obliging and courteous people in 
all France:. 
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It i^ for this rcàfott tbe Bcrmans, alnong other na- 
tions, lìcxrk to Orléans"; artd,« through the favour of the» 
Rrench kings, have- obtained a privilege beyond other 
nations ; that is, to fifcorporate thcmfelvcs into a foclety 
of ttudent». Neither is there any fuch thing as méf'* 
chandifé known among them.- 

If I have notanfwered thy expe£bition, fupreme Prince 
of the Baffas, blame not Mahmut, but accufe the Ger<% 
mans of Orleans, for not exchanging their ftudies for 
traffic ; or rather blame thofe who prefumed to tell theé 
this far- fetched fable. In finishing this letter, I bow my 
head to the floor of my chamber, and kifs the paper 
which (hall have the honour to be touched by thy illu*. 
ftrious hands. 

Paris, I ft of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1647. 



XXVIL— To tbe Ag A ^f the Jamfiries. 

I Hou haft heard of the Aflyrian, Scythian, and Roman 
heroines. Thefe were all valiant leaders of armies, wo- 
men ef honour and renown. Now I will inform thee of 
a female, which France has brought upon the ftage of 
war. 

Accordinor to the orders which I received from the' 

o 

Vifier Azem, I took a journey to Orleans laft moon ; 
where, on the third day after my arrival, beholding a fo- 
lemn procefiion in the ftreets of that populous city, at- 
tended with fome uncommon ceremonies and rejoicings, 
my curiofity prompted me to inquire the occafion of it» 
Thou mayeft imagine I did not apply myfelf for infor- 
mation to >the multitude, who take up things on the com^ 
mon credit of fame, which does not always deliver th* 

n z . 
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ttuth. I zàdsreScA mjMf to tlwyfc vAso were acquaivted 
with the records of the town ; who told me» tfait tkb 
Ibleimtiéy was yeariy c^TTerved on the cigbth day of the 
Mh mo^n, tn memory of their ddrverance fnom the Eag- 
UVh,^ho belittgad thi« city, and were beaten frofo^hefove 
it by Joan d'Arc« a maid of Lomm, in the ixiget of 
Chftiies I. Thifrrirago bended to he the tutelar angel 
of France ; for Co her valour and condola that monardi 
dwed the recovery of his ktngdom» alra/ift loft to the 
Kmg of England ; this 1>eing the ha, pkise of import- 
ance which had not reeehed Engliih gasfsfens* Alter 
(he had faifed the fiegt, il» ptirfued the eocmy» gave 
them federal battles» defeated them, took the generala 
captive, reduced all the cities to their former ohedienee, . 
and never (heathed her fword till fbe faw her mailer &>* 
lemnly crowned at Rhemes. Yet at length (he herfelf 
was «ade a priC oB cr hy the Englift» asd was puUidy 
burned for a witch at Rouen. 

The inhabitants of Orleatls have ereéted brazen fta- 
tales in her bomur. They celebrate her praifes, and 
efteem her a-woman divinely infpired to feve her country. 
Yet the more intell^ent f«rt fay, that ihe was neither 
witch nor jprophetefs, but only a maid of good wit and 
courage, whom fome of the princes of the blood royal 
had inftruaed to a<Sl the part of a miffionary from Hea- 
ven ; that fo, by pretending vifions and revelations» (he 
m%ht raife the courage of the French» now almoU difpi* 
rited by their many lofi*e8» and whom nothing lefs than a 
rairade could perfnade to abide the field againfl the vic- 
torious EngUih. This is certain» tl^t ihe diilingui(hed the 
ìsÌBgf thaugh diiguKed like a peaiant» and ia a crowd of 
people i She went boldly up to him» and falated him by 
Ve titki to the a&oaiChment of thofe that flood by. She 
fent a meiTengef to- bring her a fword of antique work- 
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cianAnp^ tfaftt fey hid id a toni^ m one of their fenMw» 
Mofqaei, (for the Nazarene» of die Weft tory the dead 
ia thenr temples). This adion cxtremdy enhanced her 
ircputadoiv «1 regard none knew q£ this fwovd hut the 
king^ himfel^ 8he was therefore kicked opon a* ao ex» 
tfaotdinary peHbn, and the people eaplà hardly be i& 
fbrained from paying her divine honours* 

Whin tiey mtte eneanopcd o» » «ntaiii phni «f s ttA 
estent» whcee there vnm no water to be found» h that 
the army w» mady to pcfifll through thkft, the hiog 
€xmt to the ttnt of th» pvophclttK to coafidt her ai at 
orack 10 the geneiat diftrefa. She hid hmi be of goed 
courage, and follow her. They went out togpether to 
tbr door of hcv teat» where, at a Httle' deAanoe, there 
grew a knot of à<fwen. The admicalde maid ftniek her 
fpetfr i]ito*the groniidr amidft the flowers, and iscont^ 
nently there fprui^ forth a fountain of water» to wluch 
the whole army repaired to allay their thirft. They fay 
tiie piace is ws&Wa- co- imff'eBy, wtCn 8ft image of tftis Riaid 
{landing in an oratory, clofe by it, a place of rcfrefhment 
aod devotion for travellers that pafs over thofe barren 
^ins. 

However, whether it were arti&ce, or that flie was en» 
diied with fome fupematural gift, it had a marvellous iis* 
doeace on the foldicrs, who began to realTuine courage, 
3md feared nothing under the conduct of fuch a genend. 

It waft revenue, without doubt, rather than juftice, 
that extorted that cruel fentence from the Englifh» which 
put a petiod to the heroic a£^ions of this iUuflrious maid, 
yfhpie fame will Kvc for ever. 

It is recorded, that whtlft fhe was bound faft to the 
Aiake vntk ftrong cords» they would have kindkdthe fire 
upoft. her before ihe had fpoke to the fpeébtors ; but that 
fhc fuddcnly became loofened, aad, fnatching a lance 

« 3 
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from one of the;'foldiiefs^ flie dfbve the guards befort 
her ; then retoniing of her own accord to the flake, fyt 
itaade htr titlb dying f|lcechy fol-etdiihg many things to 
come, which afterwards proved true ; and having made 
an end of fpeakiog, fhe bid the executioner fet fire tm 
the woody which he didacconiinglyt, and fhe ^was bunw 
ed to afhes. ' 

Certainly'evefy nation may boafl of fomc lemak war- 
rior, that' at one time or other has done remarkable ftf^ 
Tice to her country : And thou art not a ftranger to the 
biflory of the Amazons» who excluded men from their 
fociety» yet became fonnidable to all the regions round 
about them; 

Adieu, brave commander of the mufiulman forces» and 
let the memory of thefe valiant females infpire thee with 
firefh ardours, when the Ottoman empire is in danger* 

Paris, ift of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1647.' 



XXVIII.— To Dgnet Oglou. j 

X HOt; art the man that muft participate in all my ad- 
ventures ; and I fliould be a churl, in not letting thee 
'(hare with me the pleafure I found in a late journey to 
Orleans, one of the prefidiary towns of France. It was 
by the order of the Vifier Azem I undertook that journey, 
Somebody had informed him, that this town was full of 
•merchant-travellers of feveral nations, but efpecially of 
Germany, who brought the choicefl jewels of the eaft, 
to vend in this place at ordinary rates. That roinlfter 
gave me commands to buy certain flones, with inftruc- 
tions to treat of another affiair, which it is not nccefTary 
for thee to know. I accordingly fet out from Paris the 
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third day of the fifth moon ; and EUachim t^ Jew (of 
whom thou haft heard) hore me company. 
• I need not defcribe to thee ihc country through which 
we paffed ; it exaéUy rtfemhleth the pbdoaqf St. Ifidor^ 
liot far irom> Palermo in Sicily» Thou and I have rea- 
fen to remember that place of our captivity» carrying thf 
marks of our mafter's cruel anger yet in our bodies* 
Thofe plains, thou knoweft» afford a. very agreeable pro» 
%)eé^, efpecially at this time .of the year» when the ver» 
dure of the trees) mixed with the bri^tnefs of the corn- 
fields» and the parti-coloured meadows» tempt the ey^ 
into a cofltroverfy of -pleafure» a man neither knowinj^ 
weU how to take it off» nor yet where to fix it» in fuch 
Ml orderly confufloaf nd medley of charming objeds* 

Such' is the province between Paris and Orleans» which 
has this advantage of; thofe Sidlian plains» that here» all 
the way one rides» innumerable magnificent and beauti- 
ful palaces appear» fhooting up their glittering turrets a- 
bove the lofty groves» which environ thofe feats of plea- 
fure. Indeed this is one of the pureft airs» and the moft 
fertile foil in all the kingdom, which invites the nobles 
and gentry to refide here during the fummer» and occa- 
fions much'ti-avelling on this road. 
^ About mid-day, we came to a town called Chaftresr 
whex^ we alighted to rcfrefti ourfclves. Travellers, ia 
thefe weftern parts are better accommodated with provi- 
fiops than they can be in Afia» where they muft carry 
their, own beds, vrith them» and drefs their own viduals» 
or lie on the naked floor fafting. This makes the Na- 
zarenes cati the £aft inhofpitable. They coniider not at 
the fame time» that it is the nicenefs and delicacy of the 
Mahometans, which occafions this cuftom. n For the 
eaftcrn people are fearful of defiling;^ themfelves by eating 
meat prepared by other hands than their own» or thofe 

H4 
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•f tkdr bmaaHi a$ «lib lolie en a \»ò comcnaa^ ft» all 

pafTengers. 

Bi^ thefe infidebarc like tiie fwme» to w^bon- att meat 
ia welcome, and ercry ditch an aoceptabk bedw Here 
are inna all along the roads, wherdnto whea jou enters 
tbe hoft pR>videa yau both bed and a'l other accei&rks* 
A iRM maft .ventare to flaep on the fame pSlow, ivbcrt 
prdbaps. a kptr has kixr the night befaarc,i or feme pet* 
fo» infeéted ^th a woffc difeafe. The hoft exaounfla 
MOAC, but harfoowps ait z&Cy provideé they ha!?e meney 
to pa^ him. And » for Tl^iib^ it is the cnftom for aO 
Iraveliesi to eat together «t one common t^e», whtm 
{everal di&es of neat are fenred u|s aad e^terf ami m 
free to eat what and howr mueh hr pkafie^. p»yii>g ^ ft«^ 
«d price fior his dtaneir. 

Thus no fooner wcve we eonie tato otirmn^afc Chafbrc% 
but the ho& lahitkig- n& after the maaner of the coiiatry, 
invited Bs to fit down st the ordinary (for fo they caH 
^iciv public diimcr m an. ima).' We trere^not £9 £cm» 
palous as to* refufe hi» of&r, bat iiaUovcd him into dw 
chamber where the dinner was prepared. There were 
snaoy gueils at the table, ai^d all bofy in feeding them^ 
felves. We took fuch feats as we found vacant, and, 
wkboot much ceremony, fell to eating. The Jew truft- 
cd to the indulgence of Mòfes, and I to 'that of Msho* 
met, for eating wich the unctrcumcifcd, whdfe meat^ is 
i^dom free from the pollution^ of blood» We knew, 
that neither God nor hts prophet» required us to-ftanre. 

There was plenty of wine, and that fo dcHdbus^ as 
would have tempted an hogia to tafte it, without the 
. mufti's difpenlation. To avoid ftaguhurity, I made « 
ihow of eating as the reft 5 but the greateft part of my 
repaft confined in bread and fome fmits, wkh that exht* 
arating juice of the grape. 



. Tbe homi $éw iW<Mie. Jt.«a8> a^ basnet p^cfmcd hy 
Ctt|»d, to render hhn the Rto^ miserable of afi me» ; 
^Tf jmA ìa tbQ:inid!ft ofomr mnh^ came m » French 
gentleman m%\^ a hdf ift hìà kand, wlio placed tlKo»- 
fdv^ at tk^ tabk e«adìl)r of^ofìce co aa. i penaelvad 
tvidept .fyqiipieami crf fome diibrdcr in Elìacbi», who 
feemed t^ read kia fate ùi that fair crcatwie^s face, yct 
had not powcrr to check his uraiideziaig eyas, or goaid 
ikem fro A Inevitable woundsv He kad ^àmo&r suSM 
cnrer the ftoiy of the Egyptiaa wives, whom Jofe|»k's 
miHrefe kad invited to behold ^» beauty ; they cue th&t 
ftngers for thek meat, whiUl gagùag mi the ckanaiog 
youth ; for poor Eliachlm was ail ec»&lion^ conr^ to a 
ilsL^Bef whM k0 looked on this «nchaftting Govgoa* He 
had forgot to eat or drink, till I began to rouCe him 
from his dream. I told him foftly in the cac,^ this kidf 
was but the yomger £fter cf Lcion's mlftrcfs* This 
. hf (}ugkt hùn to ki$ fen&r again, btit eoold not reftovcr his 
peace» FrudeaC^i taught him to diffemble the ^leiH cw 
motion of his foul, and not to* e^pofe himfelf ill fuch a 
compaay ; but mathiag cfO^Ud espel the faul poifoii fiiodl 
his breaft. 

When we had fisfikientlf repofed dur&l^s^ ix« hid ^ 
djeu to the imi, sdì joinitVg cottpafìy,> aad letting forward 
to Orleans. On the road, bock Eliacklm and I had msatf 
ópportmiìNCé? of converfing with %hk youttg lady, fiich 
feittiliarity with trnmen- being avowee kk France. Wc 
found her wit furpriiing as her beauty, and her nden and 
conduél ftich a» gave adt^tage to them both. In a 
word, Ekackim was lofl: amidft fo many perfeéUons. 
, Wlien ire came to our fna al nigM, and were m our 
chamber together, ke vented k» paffion in thefe words: 
*', Mahamat, I have' j»(fed'thcfe ytars hlthcrto,^ without 
any other fentittretits of li^vt , fevc tho£e which in gcn^ 

«5 
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ral I owe to ^11 our race, and fome more particular re^ 
gard8 of friendfhip and duty j but, flnce I faw this love- 
ly creature, methinks my friends, and all that ought ta 
be beloved on earth, . is now contracted into her. It is 
not her fnowy fkin or matchlefs features are of force to 
move ine,, though they are fuch, thyfclf being judge, as 
would have foiled Apelles's art to imitate ; but it is a 
luflre which I cannot exprefs. Surely it was lightning 
darted from her eyes, thofe fair avenues of her brighter 
foul J the fubtle flame glanced through my breaft,and 
ijfi a moment fcorched my reafon up ; the lovely Balililk 
fliot death at every look. Thou faweft how I fat as one 
transformed, fo lifelefs, and without motion was I, whilfl 
gaiing on my ruin ; and to this hour, a fatal numbnefs 
tPK^^ds. through. all my veins, as if I had touched fpmc 
dire torpedo." 

Thus went he raving on, till I intemipted him, with 
laughter and raillery, endeavouring to cure him of this 
love-fick humour by ridiculing it. I told him my own 
experience of this foolifii pallion, rehearfed my former 
adventures with Daria, and how at length I got the vic- 
tory of this vain fondnefs by abfcnce, and the exercife of 
my reafon ; but all that I could fay made no imprcffion 
on the ftupid lover ; he grew but worfe, and fo I left 
him to feek repofe from fleep. 

We came not to Orleans till the next day, where we 
tarried not long, having no other bufinefs as it happen- 
ed, but to fee the rarities of the town, and inform our- 
felves of thofe things it is convenient for travellers to 
know. After which we returned to Paris j I> with the 
fame fentimentsi had at my firft fetting out from thence, 
but it feems the world was metamorpliofed in poor £lia- 
chim's opinion. To him the trees had now loft all their 
greennefs ; the flowers^ and gv^(9, and corn, looked wir 
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t]iered ; the birds fung mournfttl notes ; the winds blctr 
boarfe, unwelcome founds; and every thing in natare 
feemed to him to droop, becaufe Palante was not there ; 
fo was the fair one called, as Eliachim had learned of 
her, when we parted from Orleans» 

In this melancholy condition, the poor brain-fick Jaw 
has continued ever fince : When his cure will commence, 
I know not. 

If thou yet retaineft thy native liberty» and haft not 
facrificed it to unhappy love, learn by his misfortune to 
watch thy fenfes, which are the fixft traitors to the fouL 
Adieu. 

Paris, I ft of the <Jth Moon, of the Year 1647. 



XXIX. — To the Captain Bassa. 

■ X Hou that haft had thy education in Arfenals, and haft 
led the reft of thy life in fhips of war, wilt be bcft able 
to judge of the propofal which a certain bold fiea captain 
made to Cardinal Mazarini not long ago. 

It being the general difcourfe of this city, %vith what 
infult and defiance Admiral Morofini, with about thirty 
men of war, entered the Hellefpont, and braved the 
Dardanelles ; this oificertold the cardinal, that if he would 
furnifh him with half that number of fhips, he would 
engage to drive the Sultan out of his ftraglio, lay that 
palace in the duft, and beat down the towers of all the 
mofques in Conftantiiiople, or lofe his Hfe in the attempt. 
To which the Cardinal replied,* " M9nfieur, 1 believe 
it is poffible, if you could finirti your work, before they 
would board your men of war with an hundred galleys and 
Piques full of anned men." 

It is faidy that Cardinal Richlieu had fuch a proje^ 

H 6. 
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gucCf yriikh made kka pp«^af«6 the baSdiii]^ ò£ pnKÌi|^« 
ous b^^fh^ whole outfide» flKwld be ftockall ceres 
vrìài iharpfpikes^ that (hould rei^der itiinpc^ble fi>r gal» 
leys to b«Qni thrill* ^ 

By thijB thou mayeft know, that fuch an. attempt is not 
l^ought impraébieableby the Chriftians. I wifh it be not 
put VA cftéhial easeoution: by them,, when the Forte may 
Icaft dream of it, 

Chttftana Queen of Swedeland, has caufed a moft mag- 
ftfficent veflH to be built, with defign to prefent it to 
Cardinal MazarvtiL The inner work of the cabtn is of 
cedar, curioufly overlaid witii flowers, and other imagery 
of gold ; the extremity of the flern adorned with win- 
dows, ftatues, and galleries ; the wooden work all over- 
hid with the fame metal ; the roof of the cabin prefents 
the ftory of Jafon's expedition to get the golden fleece, 
painted by the bed mafters in Swedeland ; all the fumi- 
tutfc (peaks the royal bounty of her that gives it ; the 
cannon are o£ the pureft brafs ; the reft of the tacile 
luck as arc flueft to weather the winds and waves ; from 
which neither this queen's fovercignty in Swedeland^ nor 
th» cardifial's grsndeur in France, coBld exempt either 
0f them, w«re they expofed to fea. 
» There are thofe who whifpcr on this oceafion, that 
th« Qnecn of Swedetand has fome inclinations ta the 
Roman Catholic religion ; that (he has had feveral con^ 
lerences with Monfleur Chanut on that fubjeél, as alib 
with his priefts ; that her refident in Portugal has openly 
embraced that feith, not without the queen^a private coa^ 
Sent and approbation. It is not material to us what pe- 
iigmn the infidels profefs, whilft they aflert do^rines re^ 
yu^ns^to the dmne unity, ^d the l*ruth of the fent 
of Ood. I behold, at this time, au evident frgn^ of im 
iKiily in the heavens i i^ '^ ^^^ ^^ moon juft riftig from 
I 
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tke Ivvver teni^lure* At Ibrfigiift of thtephmct, die 
mcfièiigc» of God ha* connumded'iM to fiHi 6» wf- faos, 
afid adove die Etemid^ 

Wherefore» praying that her inflaenoet may prore p»o* 
pitious to thee, wUlft thou act oir the ooeaiiy 1 bid thee 
adieu. 

Paris, 23d of the 6th Moon, of the Tear if»47. 



BOOK III. 

LETTER I.— To Bedredin, Superior of the Convent 
of Dervlfesy at Ccgni In Natalia, 

Wot more welcome are the rich pcrftffnes of AraWa to 
a fool almoft expiring through grief and melanchofy than 
ift thy letter to Mahmut, wherein is contained the certi- 
ficate of thy being yet on this fide the date of invHibles, 
MetHinksy all nature flout iflicB while thon art alfre ; and 
I feel a fpirit within me prompts me to prcfage, that thy 
death, like the fall of leaves in autumn^ wiH* prove the 
harbinger of the world's laft winter. WhM thou liveft, 
Ay prayers and merits fupport the drooping elemeitf^, 
which are now almoff ready to fall into their primirivc 
chaos and ina^ivity. The angd of the trumpet, in cow- 
templation of thy virtue, delays to found the grand tre- 
mendous blaft, which, at an inihcnt, fhsdl puff out the 
light of firar, moon, and flars, and blow the breath out of 
the noftrih of aff the living generationa. That day fhdl 
be a day of darknefir, fcorror, and filemre, till the hour 
of tttinfindgration comes ; when, at the fecond Mafl^, the 
firmainent ftaD rent afutidcry file the opening of cm*- 
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ttins ; this oH world (hall f!y away like a fliadow» to the 
right hand and to the left : Then fhall naked fouls hang 
hovering in the empty fpace betwixt paradife and hell ; 
^c throne fhall be placed, judgment fhall be given ; and, 
to wind up the myileries of fate, a new and immortal 
world ihall at a moment fpring forth from the womb of 
eternity, and poffefs the place of the former. 
• I write not this to inflruft thee. Venerable Bedredin, 
who art a mine of knowledge, but to fatisfy thee, that 
though I live amongft infidels, yet I conferve inviolate 
the faith of my fathers, believing the book brought 
down from the eternal archives. Thou feareft that I 
fliall turn Chriflian, being acciifed by fome of levity in 
my opinions ; by others of profanenefs and atheifm ;, by 
all, of difcovering too favourable an inclination to the 
Nazarenes. 

Suffer me, O holy prefident of the fervants of God", 
to purge myfelf of thefe falfe imputations, the produéìi 
of envy" and malice^ Permit me to lay at thy facrjed feet 
a módefl apology for my faith. 

Let not that,defcription of the Chriftians Melfias which 
I fent thee in my lafl letter, create in thee an opinion to 
my difadvantage, nor prevail on thee to think, I can c- 
¥cr fwerve from the profound attach I owe to the fent of 
God. I honour Jefus the fan of Mary ; and fo I do all 
his brethren, the prophets in paradife : This I am taught 
in the Alcoran. Where is then my crime ? If I give 
virtue its due praife, even in the infidels, am. I therefore 
a Nazarene ? If I fpeak with reverence and modefly of 
Chriitian prlnees, am not I therefore a muflulman^? Or^ 
does the book of glory teach us arrogance ? Surely my 
traducers will blofh, when they fhall confider, that our 
.augufl emperors themfelves (who are fovereigns of aO 
the kings on c^Arth)» when they youchfafe. to write, to 
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Chriftian prkices» didate thek letter» 10 a ityle full of af- 
fedion and regard : They give them magnificent title»«t 
the beginning» and at the conclufion they wi(h them in^ 
creafe of felicity> both here and in paradife. And would 
it become a fla^e to treat crooned heads with lefs refpeók 
than does the Mafter of the Univerfe ? If I have con- 
traded friendfhip with fome of the Chriftian dervifes, it 
was to ferve the ends of the Sublime Porte» and perform 
the rites of gratitude. I thought it no crime to receive 
a kindnefs from any man» or to return itj without exa- 
mining his religion. But perhaps they fufped the inti- 
macies I. had with Cardinal Richlieu» and Hill have with 
his fucceflbr Mazarini. Reft allured, O holy dervife, 
that my acccfs to thefe princes of the Roman church is 
fo far from being criminal, that ^without it I never had 
been capable of penetrating into the counfels of the infi-, 
dels, nor of doing any efFedual fervice to the Grand Sig- 
nior. The countenance which my familiarity with thefe 
two great minifters affords me, has all along facilitated 
my defigns ; and, whilft under their umbrage I am ta- 
ken for a zealous Chriflian, I fecretly lay* a foundation, 
whereon, in due time, (hall be built, even iu the heart of 
Chriftendom, triumphal arches for the vidorious mulTul- 
mans. It is ftrange, methinks, that, after all this, I 
(hould be fufpeded ! Tha( notwithilanding I have pa- 
tiently endured nine years confinement to an obfcure and 
private life ; a melancholy banifhment to a ftrange coun- 
try, yea, to a city for which I have a natural avcrfion ; 
a city the moft unclean, noify, and vain in the whole 
earth ; to be (hut up, for the fake of avoiding difcovery, 
in a chamber fo narrow, that fufpicion itfelf> nay, evcja 
thought, the mother of that little paifion, would fweat 
and be ftifled, when once circumfcribed within thefe 
vail» i ^di 9fter ^ this^ to be made a prifoner of ftfitC; 
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Oft jcaldàTy of behi^ y MifaMictfta ; to «Kiéi tka% ; 
mént fo many moon» tiM/kcvcèì VLt^mmsfUàr aa^ at: 
UngA to be releafed, to the adiMiKlage of^ the Ottoman 
K^trefl, and yet to be tractocfd M hvme, for a. trakor to 
God, hk prefect, and my feveMfgOy ìm furritf ionie- 
fluag f» it kiconfiftflnt. 

What is the» my crime I Oi why am I tho» afpevfed ? 
I.tt my flsandever» kcteafer be fiieitt ; vaàA they w^ 
ky it to i»y cha^y that ia- fome of sty leCtcvs^ 1 have 
dffeovcred a^imnd free &ofli fap e i a itio j that i put a 
high Talne on reafoo, and hare no low edeem for fone ; 
ol the ancient philofephers ; that I endea^^mi» to g«trel 
my fenfc^ and wiK not ful!^ it to* be mnzzled widi the 
infypo^iòns of ignorance and prejudice ; that I do Hot 
think it a necefTary qnah^ation of a muiTohnan to pur*' 
fue with inexorable hatred aU men that differ horn mc io ■ 
opinion ; in fkie, that in afi my converfationy I ftrive to - 
ccmiport myfelf as one who afierts the imity of the Di* . 
vÌ9t eflence» ^e j^n^y of his propheta^ the dbtcrmi- 
nate number of the eUSi ; and who is refoWcd znè pro* ' 
pared' rather to die a thou&nd death» than voiimtarily to 
commit an impiety againft thefe prineiple», ot the iace- 
refts of the Grand Signior» who haa a right to coMRiaBd' 
all mankind. If thefe be crimes^ I maft own myfetf ci^' 
paUe ; if not, let my accuiiirs fey their hsaaé opo» their 
mouth. And continue thoU| fage d^or of our ho^ 
hpw, to isflruél me with thy cowife^ to affift me wi^ 
thy prayers, and to protesi me with thy fneadfkip : thefi 
ihallf Mahmut perfevere a true bcKever, a feithM ihlve to 
the Ofmaa emperor» and » devout adinre» of ilkj Ibiige- 
vity and virtue. 

I fheuld fear thfv might be éic ha keM I fbovMhave 
the honour to fend thee, were I not eoimoeed by feme 
near exampèes, that old age- was not fcffr af netl t9 the 
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times before the flood. ThoagH thou haft &r outpaflèd 
the ordinary years t>{ men, yet there is at this time, not 
hx from Pasis, a> maik who has near 4ouUeé iby age. 
He ià an hermit, liviig oa a hiii, wh^rc att things necfi£r 
fary lbs luuoan Aiftenaa«e feem to he wanliag ; the waìì» 
«f his bou£& are built of nud, with his owa haads (a 
weak defence againfl wind and rains) ; his* bed is cott» 
gofed of kaves o£ tree» ; a» fto9e ieinies him £o«, hia pil- 
low ; hia diat ooniifi» of ùA hsd^ and finita m that 
flUMuitaiiL a&sdc hii»; a>,n<tg hh a iiwa g wett ^bps Ut 
thii&& Hehfls-dwakiftthis-platt^ aad in thta masaacr» 
égjoitj^ùmcm ytar% ai^ei bt had travelkd meél pasta of 
Europe and Afia. Afk him by what means he prefarv» 
ed hia life fo bog, he an£iwersr ** £? liwxig £ree jbom 
aatc^ a^d by beii^ iadliereot lo all thin|^." He ion» 
teb tkuifa to come with matfM}ki# jiiecdb, aa has oftcs 
been gb&cved,. whick maJua ihe jj^Gfik eftecm hisa a 
prophet* 

Tbs Fresdh tdl um^ of another who lived lo«ge> than 
be,' being three himdved &9tj and one yeara old whe& he 
• died* . He was caUed Joh& of ihe Times, in reg^xd he 
lived &om the reign of Chacles the Great to that of the 
£mp€3^or Conrade. And being aflced whal diet he «Tedt 
his anfwer was, ** Honey within, and oil without*" 

Ikkàs comloets me with th| hopes of feeing thee on 
eaeth, thoi^h many y^aaa hence j fince so man can ex« 
Gced thee m ahiUiienGe» febf iety, and the cahBBefiB of tl^ 
mtnd. 

The Great Author of Life fo gisaat, that if I may not 
en^ this^ felicity hare, yet I may not,, by any eaofisaovt 
primes, merit to be excluded thy fociety in paradife. 

Psrbj Ttth of the 7tK Mo9Q, o^tkc Vear X64I» 
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ILt-7o Murat, £qfa. 

.X HE Firncfa are puffed up with the late defeat they 
l'ave the Spanifh fle«t in fight of Naples. Their joy 
would know no bounds» were it not curbed by the lo£ii of 
the Duke of Breze, who was (lain by a cannon bullet fa 
this naval combat» ^ 

The. young Prince of Conde has been aifo forced to 
withdraw hia «rmy from before LeHda» that place being 
ever fatal to the Fi«neh. Thia has feflened the difgrace 
which the Count of Harcourt received the kft campaign^ 
in not being able to carry that town after fix moons 

But the nevra from tHe Levant has elated all the Franks 
beyond meafure ; yet, I hope, the relations that are fcat« 
tered abroad on that fubjed, vrt rather an efird of their 
%riflM6 than of any veal fuccefs agaiuft the invincible Of* 
mans. 

. It is reported, that there have been two fea-fights be- 
tween our fleets and the Venetians ; that in the former 
we loft two thoufand men, feven galleys, and a ba^a } 
that in the latter the Venetians took forty galleys, iht 
caramufals, and fifty faiques, laden with men and ammu- 
aition for the relief of our army in Candy. 

The honour of this laft viAory is afcribed to the va- 
lour and conduéi of Bernard Moroiidi and General Gri* 
mani ; Bernard fucceeding his brother Thomas Morofini» 
who was killed, as they fay, in the ùrà battle, 
- The Chriftians every where exprefs great joy for thefe 
TÌ£):orie8. The open ftreets are filled with tables, Cover- 
ed with all manner of dainties, at the public cod ; they 
fcafl and revel night and day ; the hell» ring continually, 
and bonfire» are made to celebrate the triumph of the 
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Nazarepes ; they prefage to themfelves the conqueft ot 
the Ottoman empire, and eternai vi^ories. 

. From* Dalmatia the polis bribgdaly is^ws of our loffiss 
and difgraces. It is knowtt here, that the caftlea of Xe^ . 
monidoy'Norrigrade» Nadin, Garin» and all the places of 
ftrength which we had m our poffeffioQ, except Clifla, are 
taken by the Venetians. 

; They laugh at our iiege of Sebetiico, where we loft 
two thonfand men, and' at length were forced to leave 
ear camp to the Chriftians, our general beiiig fi^hted a^ 
way by a few wonieo. 

. It feenis ftrange and ominous to me, that 3iofe arms 
which have formerly cruiked ^€ greateft monarchies td 
pieces» and have changed the face of the whole earth, 
fliould now be foiled by a few defperadoes. I dare he 
thas hr a prophet, that ekher the foldiers are dSguiledi 
wlHch will produce a revolution, or the mighty empire 
of the Ofmans is in its decline, which God avert. 

The Chfifttans (who are not ignorant of our affair^ 
Hor of the very fecrets of the feraglio), by an odd kind 
of charity, pray for the long life of Sultan Ibralum ; fori 
tii'ey fay, our armies muft needs mifcarry during hie 
reign, mofl of the officers being offended at his licentious 
life, and cruel aélions. Befìdes, they tax him with pro* 
fafenefs, in that he has not fpared the private treafury of 
gold, which, by the frugality of his prcdeceflbrs, had 
been hedped together, and which it was not counted 
lawful for them to touch, unlefs in the utmoil peril of 
the empire. They fay, that by the additions which ful- 
tan Amurat had made, this treafure was augmented to 
above thirty milKons of fequins ; but that our prefent 
emperor has fquandered moil of it away on his pleafupe. 
They compare him to Heliogabalus, the mod effeminate 
prince that ever reigned ; praifmg at the fame time the 
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me^gùsttiiékY iota ttSoxxp df Stdta» Aintrrat, wbo, they 
lay, was the ftdoteil mair on eattk: tbey bighljr applaud 
ki» bravery at the ilege of 'BaEyibi», vAiita he aeeepCed 
the choi&nge of the Perilan fetdfer ; and ent^rikg into a 
finglteonibat vrith the unhapfyy Redhead at cme Uoir, 
mth Imi lière, ddr him f i^hmi^h in aran^ur) to t^ raid' 
die ; in memorial whereof, thou» kmPffcAy that asmosr 
hmgv to tMi day in the ha^od& I» tate, they eastsol his 
jnftke, wiKPCof be gai« » vemarttiMe ìnftaxasr, ispsmii^ 
lag a «artam hegia ^i4mi had dMateC s piignnf of fab 
jewels : Thou remembereft that paffiq^ And tlier ham 
annar^ adienm tfaar tfé£cxMt arreieh was psoàded s£ye 
try hsa oiPtt Ceatcace, is yet to be fera at the gate «C idic 
étfa% a. munvBrnaat of fais tflaay^ aae tiK fiikaa'a pifr 



Tfaefe thmga wm noe ualcatiKima ia tite Weft $ fihr ^ 
KnazeiK» h»^ idieir imwfl^ncec ia: the mptmk cftp 
Hence they derive ocisafiooa to ccafioe or pnafe thit 2b& 
«kan of oar augaft craperors^ wka me coiBfiai&oiis o£ the 
iaa,. and bivthrrs of the ftam 

W^t I have ùàò^ i tmfk to thy iate^^, wheveof I 
have had experience. Thofe who degenerate firom that 
«hrtoe» may their foals fimd no more reil in the other 
nvorld than a Frenehman's hat has ia this, which is al^ 
ways in- motion^ Adieu. 

Paris, 15th of the 8th Moo», of the Tear 1647. 



ilL — To Mahomet Tech li, Ba^ of Bofnia^ at his 
Camp in Da/matia, 

' A Hotr art a fit man to lead the muffulman armie», who 
dttrft net hold up thy head againft a few womeir: Fer- 
baps thy mother's walk hangs yet on thy chin j thoa 
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9. few fejB8d«6 ^peared ~oa ^ vialUi . hjLìm the. mf 
to aggrandize thy mailer ? What will thie Chriftiam £qr 
to this cowardice i Nift what do they not.l^y akeady : 
The, news of that fiege had reached all parts, of Eu- 
rope ; >th« ^zar^enea w£2£ l)ig wiài ' c ^ f eQ^^jon «f the 
e?ent« Now they know it, -tl^y laugh both at thee an4 
at all the mnfiuhiMBis. Thou haft brought a difgrace qu 
the moft exalted empire in tlie world. . . . , 

Wliat if thou didft lofe two thouiaod I&en^^fore the 
ivftik of that Ibrt ? Is that a tuScient jufkificatiou c^ thjr 
raifìag the iieg« ? Our glorious fultane do not ufe to win 
cities and caftles without blood; neither do they ipfiye 
to facrifice die beft part of their anay -to the honour of 
their arms, whihl our indefatigabk foldiers have moui^ 
ed mi heaps of ikughtered fpahis, and fcakd the battl;^ 
neBtB of their enemies. Whereas, thou wett afraid of^ 
few ftones that the women hurled on thy men from the 
walls ! Thou art more effeminate than Sardanapaiu» ! It 
were fitter for thee to handle the didaff, and fpin for thy 
bread, than to draw a fword in the field oi honour. It 
b a wonder thy own foldiers do not abandon thee^ being 
aftiamed to ferve under fo weak a commander .- 

I counfel thee, ipeedily to recover thy loft reputation 
by fome notable fcrvice. Let not perils afTright thee ; 
but remember that true fortitude furmouxits aU-dtffieul- 
ties ; and that thou canft not pa£s into the temple of ho* 
nour but through that of virtue. It is not my part to 
projedl for thee : The whole country is before thee j 
thou knoweft, or at Igifl 'ought eft to know, the motions 
and ftrength of thy enemies. Do fomething fpeedily 
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that ihaU.rpedk.thee wife ai^d (valiant* Thou hadft bet- 
ter lofe thy life fo thua by a bow-Hrifi^ 
, Take this advice as a mark of my friendih^, ior Mah- 
i|iut ufes not fo frankly to reprove thofe whom he efUems. 
his enemies. Adieu. 

Paris, 15th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 164^. 



IV.— To AcHMBT, Baja. 

JN OT long ago arrived here a courier from Swedeland» 
bringing letters from Queen Chriftina and Moniieur Cha- 
mit, the French refident at Stockholm. 

Among other matters they give an account, that on 
the twenty-feventh day of the fcventh moon, that great, 
princefs had like to have been ilabbed in the midft of her 
guards, furrounded with her courtiers, before the altar 
of her God, at an howr wheu all the fubje6is of that 
kingdom were on their knees, to render Heaven propi- 
tious to her and the public. 

That day there was a feft proclaimed through all 
Swedeland, and he was efteemed no good fubjeél who did« 
Hot repair to the public folemnities. The queen, t» 
give an example, went at the third hour of the day to 
the mofque of her palace, attended by the great officer» 
of ftate, and a numerous train of the nobility. When 
the preacher (a^ is the cuftom) had made an end of. 
fpeaking, all that were prefent fell on their keees, to per- 
form the appointed devotions. But it being the fafhion 
of the Nazarenes to utter fome fecret preparative ori- 
fons, the men covered their faces with their hats to be 
more recollcAed. 

While all eyes were thus veiled, a certain fellow, 
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fnatching the òp|>ortumty, fteps from his place, and, whh« 
out making aiiy great noifei by hn^e ftrides, advance» 
unfeen to the . raik which em^e the pavement next td 
the altar, where the queen was on her knees. But, in 
leaping over, he was perceived by a certain nobleman^ 
who immediately cried out to the guards to flop the af- 
{ai&a. .They crofTed their partizans,. but the villain hud- 
£d them one againil another with fo great violence, that 
vhile they were ftriving to recover their entangled wea- 
pons, .he got quite through them, ^t which time the 
queen alfo raifing herfelf up at the noife, pufhed the cap- 
tain of her guards, who kneeled befide her : He ilarting 
from his place, leaped between the queen and the mur» 
derer, who was now within two paces of her. He feizes 
the wretch ; and, upon immediate fearch, they found two 
long iharp-pointed knives about him, without (heaths ; 
one in his bofom, the other in his pocket. The prifon 
being in the calile, or palace of the queen, under her ve- 
ry apartment, (he was not willing he (hould be carried 
thither, but ordered him to be reconduded to his own 
chamber, which was in the coUege of Stockholm, he be« 
ing a^ eccleliaftic of the (aid college ; commanding alfo 
a good guard to be fet over him, which was performed 
accordingly. 

As foon as the wretch faw himfelf in his chamber, he 
faid aloud, f< That when he went out in the morning, he 
Httle thought of ever returning again, having undertaken 
an aélion, in doing which he expeded to lofe his Lfe.'^ 

They ufed all diligence imaginable in difcovering the 
authors of this intended murder, but could learn nothing 
more than that this fellow was a lunatic, whom at certain 
feafons an unaccountable fury fpurred on to many extra- 
vagancies. ; 
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Ytt fene fiifpe6t that he was hired by the Lutheran 
dergy to give this cxecrahk blow» who were apprehen- 
fire that the queen, hearkening too much to the iafinua* 
tioDt of her tutor, who was a Calviaiit, woald ianovate 
the eftablifhed cdigion of the couatry. 

If thk be a well-grounded fufpicioA, k follows at the 
beft, that religion, which onght to correal the mon^ of 
men, and hare an influeace in reftraining their exorbitant 
paffioQS, it become the corrupter of their manners, and 
the fomenter of th^ moft enonnous crùnes. But thk is 
common among the Chriftiaas, who being divided into 
innamerabk parties, diftinguilhed by as many leverai 
names^'^yet each fc6t is fo fure that their way is the only 
right path to falfation, that they fpare for neither mur- 
ders, facrileges, nor treafon8,to profelytc the reft to their 
opiaion^ being unwilling that any fhould live who are not 
of the fame mind with them. 

The King of France, and the qaeen-regent, received 
the news of Queen Chrfflina's delivery from this defign- 
ed blow with much joy, the itfterefts of both crowns be- 
ing at this time clofely intermingled. 

I can inform thee .of nothing more rcmarfcable at prc- 
fcnt, fave, that certain letters arc intercepted, whidi the 
Duke of Bavaria had written to the Duke of Wirtem- 
berg and the Eleélor of Cologne ; the contents of which 
difcover, that the Dnkc of Bavaria is jiot far from a re- 
conciliation with the empei'or ; and that, in the mean 
time, he only waits the event oi* things to dire^ him in 
the choice of his party. 

God confirm thee in thy integrity, that thou mayeft 
tiever waver or fwerve from the fervlce and duty thou 
oweft the Grand Signior. 

Pari J, xB^ti pi the 9th Moon, of the Year j547. 
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V.-»— Td CaRxI Hali, a Phyjtclan at Conftaniinopfe* 

1 Hou haft heaped many favours on mc, yet I have ne» 
ver had an opportunity of making the leaft acknowledg- 
ments Accept now a fmall prefent from Mahmut's hands, 
who being not mailer of wealth, can make no great ones. 
I fend thee neither filvcr, gold, nor jewels, which the infa- 
tiable avarice of mortals has violently torn from the bowel« 
of their common mother ; neither (halt thou receive from 
me any of the more familiar produ6is of the earth, fuch 
as grow on her furface. £xpe£^ no choice fruits, or wine, 
or oil, nor any^ thing framed by the art of man, whether 
for delight or ufe. What I fend thee is the dew of hea- 
ven, a certain quintefTence of the elements, an ethereal 
fpirit ; firft condenfed into a vapour, then into a more li- 
quid fubftance, and afterwards congeakd into a gum. It 
is the celebrated manna of Calabria. 
. Adonai the Jew fent it to me out of Italy, as a rarity* 
I knew not whom fo properly to oblige with this prefent 
as the ItudiouB of natural things, Hali the fage phyfician, 
and my friend» 

The philofopher Averrocs, our countryman, has writ- 
ten much of this excellent fubftance. He calls it the 
food of' the airy ange^ ; and fays, tlie young ravens, 
crying in their nefts, are nouriflicd by this heavenly diet 
when the old ones forfake them* 5 and that the cameleons 
fcek no other repaft during .their lives, but the inviiible 
manna that every where floats in the morning air. He 
holds it poilible, that a man, after he has pafied his great 
cHmadkr, may live without- '^ny other fuftenance, fave 
what he receives from this .heavenly diftiUation "; that he 
may thus prolong his . life for the fpace of feven years, 
which will complete the appointed age of mortals. Ma- 
ny of the fublimely inftruded among the Arabians are 
Fol. III. I 
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of tlie fame opinion ; fo are not a few of the Hebrew 
rabbis ; but the Chriilians, who are gluttons, laugh at 
thift doéirine as ridiculous and impraé^icable, forgetting 
at the fame time what they read in their bible (which 
they pretend is the rule of their faith }, that the Ifraelites 
had nothing elfe to feed on for a confiderable time in the 
defart, when they were almoft eight hundred thoufand 
fouls, and the grcateft part of them in their fuill Hrengtb, 
men of arms, and inured to the toils of war* 

Certainly it were a defirable thing, that this divine lar- 
gefs were diftributed to all the regions on earth. Bat 
God fends his bleiiings to whom, and when he pleafes. 
It is he that dire^eth the . clouds, when they move 
through the air, and reft not till they arrive at barren and 
dry places, where they pour forth their water to refresh 
the earth, and render it fruitful, God ! there is but 
one God, Lord of the worlds ! Thefe are figns of his 
unity to true believers, but the incredulous have harden- 
ed their hearts. 

It is recorded, that in former tlnjes, the ground where- 
on this manna defcended, belonged to a certain noble- 
man of the country, who, covetous of the unufual bleif- . 
ing, undertook to enclofe ail that land with a high wall, 
to the end that (q rare a gift nrfght not he made com- 
mon to every one ; but, as foon as the workmen had be- 
gun to lay the foundation of this enclofure, the manna 
ceafed to ^, and fo continued as long as they proceed- 
ed in that envious work ; Which, when the lor<i of the 
ground was made fenfible of, he commanded the work- 
men to defift, faying withal,' ** The Almighty gives, and 
the Almighty takes away ; hehoeforward, I will not feek 
to reftrain the free gift of Heaven." Upon which, the 
manna defcended daily^ as before, and fb has contiaued 
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to do ever ficee. Doubtlefs, this is a fign of God*s om- 
mpotence. 

If thou wilt permit me to play th^-plifloibpher» I will 
tell thee my opinion, why this manna is feen rather in 
the kingdom of Naples than in any other region of the 
earth. 

It is well known, that the earth of this country a- 
bounds with veins of fulphur, which are diffuf«d up and 
down through all parts» and heat the foil to an extraor- 
dinary degree ; hence it follows, that the lower region 
of the air, in this country, muft needs acquire a greater 
degree of -heat and drynefs alfo, being perpetually rari- 
fied by the fiery atoms, which every where tranfpire 
through the pores of the earth, as from a furnace. 

This being fo, it is not hard to conceive, that the 
vapours which are exhaled by the fun into the upper re- 
gion, in the heat of a fummer's day» and there become 
impregnated by the ethereal fpirit (which remains pure 
and unclothed in thofe ferener tracks, and confequently 
is apt to incorporate with any proper vehicle), naturally 
defcend again in the cool of the m'ght ; but not meeting 
with a congeneous b«dy of vapours in the lower region, 
that air being over purified, and grown defecate through 
the too near neighbourhood .of the burning foil, fo that 
they cannot diifufe thcmfelves through the air for want 
of a fit medium, they confiding of homogeneous parts, 
und following the natural pofition of the element, and 
the laws of gravity, contrae): themfelves into little globu* 
lar forms, the lower they defcend ; thus fettling on the 
leaves of trees, on the grafs and herbs, on ftones, and 
any part of the earth, appearing like grains of tranfpa- 
rent gum. 

Hence alfo I conceive, that the fame manna (which 
is nothing elfe but an ethereal fpirit, embodied in light 
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and dulcid vapours) abounds in the air of raoft countries, 
but remains invJlible, rarely fo far condenfed* as to fettle 
in a grofs body on the ground, becaufe the air of thofe 
region» is not fo rarified as is that of Calabria, liaving no 
fuch fubterrancan fires to drink the vapours iip ; but be- 
ing moift and thick, the defcending manna, inllead of 
contraóiing itfelf into globular bodies, and through its 
weight finking to the earth, dilates itfelf, and incorpo- 
rates with the floating vapours; jufl as if you pour drops 
of water into a veffel full of the fame element, thofc drops 
do not fink to the bottom, but finding an homogeneous 
body, they mix with it, and are difperfed every way ; 
whereas, if there be nothing in the way to flop them, 
they immediately fall to the ground. 

But I fhaU tire theé with my philofophy, forgetting 
that I fpeak to a man confummate in all fciences. A- 
donai relates many remarkable paffages of this country, 
too tedious for a letter. I will only tell thee, in fliort, 
that the kingdom of Naples is eftecmed one of the moft 
deleftable regions on earth, the trees flourifhing twice a- 
year, and the foil abounding to prodigality with com, 
wine, oil, and fruits, and all things neceffary for the 
life of man. Yet the inhabitants have this provci'b com- 
mon among them ; " The kingdom of Naples is ^ para- 
dife of delights, but it is inhabited with devils j" fo cor- 
rupted are the manners of the people. 

Adieu, dear Hali, and think not Mahmut tedious in 
his letters, who has no other way, at this diilance, to 
converfe with his friends. 

Paris, 19th of the lOth Moon, of the Year 1647. 
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VI. — To Kerkèr Hassan, Baja. 

When this difpatch fhall come- to thy hands, be af- 
fured, that Mahmut thy couutiyman, and flave to the 
Oaves of the Grand Signior, wifhes thee multiplicity of 
happinefs. I have many rcafons to honour thee, bcfides . 
the natural afFcdlion which is, or ought to be, between 
thofe who were born in the fame region. The many fa- 
vours thou had done me, have far exceeded the t>bliga- 
tion which arifesfrom the vicinity of our birth ; though 
that was fo near, that a ftrong man would have mcafured 
the diftance with one flight of an arrow. 

The prefcnt of koph^, for which I returned thee 
thanks in my laft, has wrought wonderful effeéls on me,, 
being a perfect cure of the melancholy t^ which I wa9 
before fubjeél. It has freed me from many difiempers, 
and I owe the prefcnt eafe an>d chcerfulnefs I enjoy to 
this generous gift» 

Methinks, while I am drinking this excellent liquor^ 
I am at Conlhintinople, converfing with my friends. It 
revives in me the genius of Afìa, and fo advantageoufly 
tfansforms the ideas of things which I fee, that the. 
cròffes on the tops of the Chriftian temples appear to^ 
mc as half moons ; and my imagination prefents to me 
turbans in dead of hats, as men walk along the ftreets 
ef Paris. 

Doubtlcfs, great is the force of what we eat or drink, 
which has occaiioned all wife lawgivers, among other 
(an^Silons, to prefcribe certain rules of diet ; and the care 
* of our holy prophet has been exquifite in this point, his 
prohibitions extending to all unclean meats and drinks, 
fince they deprave the conilltutlons of men, and incline 
them to vice. But by his own example, he rccommend- 
.cd to us the ufe of this admirable berfy, impofing a 
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new name on the tree that bears it, when he called 
it, the tree of purification. Hence it is, that all the 
mafTuinidns affcA to partake of the fanó^ifìed benefit, it 
being the univerfal beverage of the Ofman empire. 
. Were the virtues of it known in thefe weftem parts, 
it would match', if not fupplant, the credit of their wines, 
fince it equally refreihes the fpirits, without intoxicating 
the brain. 

I know not whether thou haft feen Pefteli Halt, mj 
brother, fincé thy return from Arabia, or whether thou 
haft heard the news he brought with him out of the £aft. 
He has furveyed the Indies, Tartary, China, Tunquin, 
Perfia, and other regions, whofo names are hardly known 
in fome parts of the Ottoman empire. Indeed, we have 
formerly had but an odd idea of thoTe remote countries ; 
but efpecially Cluna has been hid firem the greatcil part 
of the earth. 

la my earlier years^ I have heard men of gravity, 
who would be taken for knowing perfons, fay, that China 
srtras but a tributary province of the Tartars, a contemp- 
tible comer of Afia, and fo barren, as it could hardly 
aflSsrd fuftenance for its iidiabitants, which is a fign it is 
well peopled. Afiuredly our fathers were ignorant of 
this country, which, after the perpetual monarchy of the 
Cfmans, may be efteemed the fecond empire on earth. 

My brother fays, it contains fixteen provinces, each as 
large as a kingdofn, and that all together they fill up a 
' track of ground as big as Europe,' which thou knoweft 
is one of the four quarters of the world, and that this 
Yaft dominion contains above an hundred millions of inha- 
bitants. 

The emperor who reigned when Pefteli Hali was there, 
was called Zunchin, a young prince, not above thirty 
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ycam of age» la whofe Tcins ran the blood of fixteen eni- 
perorsy his progenitors. . 

In the year 1640, two great ofBcers in his army» haT* 
ing drawn to their party an innumerable company of th^ 
foldters, and being encouraged by fome grandees at the 
court» made a revok. The names of thefe rebels were 
LycungtB and Ciùingien. They foon became mafters of 
five provinces ; but» quarrelling about their fliares» Ly- 
cungz caufed his afibciate to be poifoned ; and taking on 
himfelf the £>le command of the rebels» was proclaimed 
by them emperor of China. After which» he marched 
diredly with his whole forces againfi Pekin» a city where 
the emperor kept his court» knowing that the eonqueft 
of this place wouid fecure to him all the remaining pro* 
vinces of the empire. 

The ChineCe are reputed a moft ingenious people» ez«^ 
celling in ail manner of mechanic invention?» and the 
boldeft archite£U in the world. They build bridges from 
one mountain to another» to fhorten the travellers jour^ 
Hey over the plain between them» and raife towers aU 
mo(l lip to the clouds. Some of their cities are faid to 
be near thirty kagues in compafs» having double walls 
and ditches ; and my brother fays, that Pekin wants 
not much of this extent ; and that the palace of the em»- 
peror is near a league in circuit, environed by three walls 
and as many moats» befides bulwarks and other fortifi- 
cations. He adds, that this mighty city and palace is 
guarded by an hundred thoufand foldiers. 

This impregnable place the rebels took by ftratagem, 
which was able to have refilled all the force of Afia. 
Lycungz held a private correfpondence with feveral gran- 
dees within the town and palace ; by whofe connivance 
he fent great numbers of the ftouteft men in his army^ 
difguifed in the habit of merchants» who lodging them^ 

» 4 
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felvcs in divert quarters of the city, on a day appointed, 
fuddenly appeared in arms, and forprifing the guards 
who defended the gates, dew them all, and opened the 
gates to the rebels. 

* Who can ezprefs the confuiion and daughter that filled 
all parts of the city with mourning and blood ì The bar* 
barous conqueror (acrificed all the loyal and brave to his 
unpardonable ambition ; difarmed thofe who efcaped the 
ùrà mafiacre ; and having made himfelf abfolute mader 
of the city, lays a clofe fiege to the imperial palace. 
' The emperor, now finding that he was betrayed, and 
that it was too late to defend himfelf from the cruel per^ 
iJEcution and infult of the traitors, take» advantage • of 
the (hort refiftance which fome of his faithful fervants 
made, to confult his own honour, with that of the em- 
pnrfs and his daughter. He had above three thou£ud 
^xives, for whom he could not provide in that flood of 
calamities, all his care being employed to prevent the laft 
triumph of bis enemies, in not fufFering the royal blood 
to be (hed by the profane liands of thofe villains. He 
entered into the gardens of the palace, accompanied on- 
ly by his einprefs and daughter, with three faithful eu- 
nuchs. The young princels (who was a lady educated in 
aH the Chinefe learning) feeing the great affiiéUon of her 
royal parents, the inevitable ruin of their fiimily, and the 
univerfal defolation, fell on her knees, and fpoke to her 
lather a$ follows : 

" My Lord, 
" Since it is the will of the immortal gods thus to er-' 
tinguifh the luftre and majefty of our fublime race, let 
their decrees be fulfilled ; but let not me be a fpeé^ator 
.of my parents fall, or furvive a tragedy at which the 
<arth itfelf muft tremble. Have this compaffion on my 
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tender years, and let thcfe eyes be clofcd, before death 
feal up yoars, from which mine borrowed all their light: 
Think not, becaufc I am young, I fefir to die : I long ta 
fee our kindred gods, and reprefent the fate of China, fo 
as to provoke their fpeedy vengeance. Surely our dci- 
£ed anceflors, at my complaint, would gather all the 
thunder in the heavens, and ihower It down upon thefc 
perjured and ungrateful traitors ; or elfc they would play 
the cherailb, and extradl the moft envenomed influence 
of the (lara, and dait the heavenly poifon on the rebels, 
as they lie before thcfe facred walls, and thus would put 
a period to their curfed treafon. Make no delay, my 
royal father, but try the. experiment ; rcleafe me from ' 
thcfe chains, whicH hinder my efcape to paradifej and 
let me be the herald of fuch news as never before furprif* 
cd the blefled above*'* 

The emperor, moved with thi* paffionate addrefs of 
his daughter, drew a dagger from his girdle, and there- 
with ftabbed her to the heart ; and then, flruck with re- 
morfe at fo unnatural a deed, covered his face with a 
veil of filk : Thus ading Agamemnon's part, when, to 
fulfil the oracle, he facrificed -liis daughter Iphigenia. 

After this, the cmprcfs, overwhelmed with fo many 
forrows, retired into a grove, and hanged hcrfelf with a 
filken cord on a tree. The emperor, feeing this mourn- 
ful fpedacle, was refolved no longer to delay his own 
death ; wherefore, following her example, he dlfpatche^ 
himfelf likewife by a firing. But he firfl bit a vein, and 
with his blood writ the following words : 

« What is there now defitable on earth, after I am 
thus, betrayed by my own fubjedis ? I accufe not the 
inferior people ; they are innocent : It is to the man- 
' '5 
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darins I owe my fudden fall, with the ruin of this mighty 
empire. Behold in me the royal line extin^. I am the 
laft of fixteen emperors. I, that was lord erf fo many 
rpacious regions, guardian of the bed-chamber of the 
fun, fole monarch of the orient, lieutenant to the gods 
of the mines, pofleflbr of infinite treafures, at whofe 
name an hundred millions of my fubjeds touched the 
ground with their foreheads, am now ready to be tram- 
pled under foot by the bafeil of my flaves. But I will 
prevent my own difgrace, and carry this majeftic fo;d 
inviolate to my renowned fathers, whofe vengeance, join- 
ed with that of all the gods, fhall fall on the perfidious 
mandarins, who have betrayed both me and this exalted, 
ftate to ruin." 

A narrative of thefc mournful paffages was printed in 
the Chinefe language, fuppofed to be done by the order 
of the emperor's attendants, who followed him into the 
garden, and were witnefies of what was faid and done ; 
a copy of which my brother procured to be tranflatcd 
into Arabic, by a merchant of our nation, who under- 
ftood the Chinefe language, and refided in Pekin. 

In fine, my brother fays, that when he departed from 
China, he left the tyrant Lycungz in pofleflion of the 
emperor's palace, where he found an hundred millions of 
ingots in gold and filver, befides an ineftimable treafure 
'of pearls and precious ftones ; all which wealth had been 
leaped togethef by the frugality of the Chinefe empe- 
rors. 

By this thou mayeft take an eftimate of the grandeur 
and ftrength of this formidable monarchy, of which we 
iiave had fucb contemptible notions. Neither fhalt thou 
have occailon to be furprifed at the monfkrous rife and 
fottune of this rebel> who in fo Ifaoct a time wa& lifted 
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•to the height of human fovercignty,. when thou con- 
fiderei, that all things are fubjed to viciffitude and 
change. 

That Gody who eftabiifhes whom he pleaiks on the 
thrones of the earthy and, at the determined period of 
empires, depofes fuch as cruft in their flrength and riches, 
defend our fbverdgn from treafons, and from the arrows 

• that fly in dbfcurity. 

Paris, 13th of the itth Moon, of the Year 1547.. 



VIL— To Darhish Mehimet,J5i3^. 

W HAT obligation have I to be concerned for the infi- 
dels ? or what interefl in the uncircumcifed ? Yet Na- 
ture has tied all our race in fome common bonds of af- 
feéUon, and humanity teaches us to rejoice at the deb'» 
verance of the opprefled. 

The kingdom of Naples has long groaned under the 
yoke of Spanifli tyranny. The labour of the people 
fufBced not to pay the unreafonable uses that were im- 
pofed on them. They fweat blood to become yet more 
miferable ; whilft their cruel mailers, having fleeced them 
to nakednefs, would take advantage of their poverty to 
rivet their, chains yet deeper, and render their fervitude 
paft redemption.. 

The .people were fcAiitie of. .their calamity, yet knew' 
not how to.ihake ofl*. the yoke. It had galled them to 
the nerves and finews ; their strength was gone. De- 
fpair of redrefs had rendered them fupine, and took from 
them the very power of meditating their recoverj'. But 
Heaven, which proteds the opprefied, has rslfed up a 
'youth frc&n among thè meaùeit of; the people, to afiert 
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the public liberty. A fifliermant who has not feen four- 
and-twenty winters, has Undertaken to reftore the ancient 
privileges of the Neapolitans, Who can penetrate into 
the methods of eternal deftiny, which makes ufe of fo 
contemptible inftruments to check the power of the great- 
eft monarchs ? ' 

This bold youth, infpired with a zeal for the public, 
ran one day into the ftreets, crying with a loud voice, 
" Long live the King of Spain, but let the corrupt oflSi-. 
cers perifh." He had no other weapon, fave a reed in 
liis hand, but was loon followed by a multitude of boys 
and young men, with clubs and ftaves, who went along 
the ftreets of that populous city, repeating the cry after 
him, ** Long live the King of Spain, but let the cor- 
rupt officers pqrifh.'* At firft, the citizens laughed at 
the infant tumult, but in lefs than two hours, this fifher- 
man (whofe name was MafTaniello) had enrolled above 
two thoufand boys. 

The next day his numbers increafed, by the acceffion 
of all forts of lewd and idle perfons, malcontents, debt- 
ors, and fuch as were dejQjous of novelty. Nay, fome 
of the better fort of citizens ftiut up their ftiops, took 
arms, and mingled with the popular infurre6iion ; fo 
that ere mid-day there were above ten thoufand men 
and boys marching alojig the ftreets, and burning the 
cuftom-houfes, with all their books of accounts, through- 
out the city. 

When Maflaniello beheld himfclf at the head of fo vaft 
a multitude, he thought it time to declare the reafon of 
his raifing this tumult ; wherefore, getting on an eminent 
piaci: in one of the markets, he fpoke Uyhit follower» to 
this effea : 

** Rejoice, O ye faithful people, |ind Xead jxp acda* 
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mations to the God of Heaven, who hath this day 
put it into your hearts and hands to be your own re- 
deemers. Afi for me, my fpirit burneth within me to 
fee the pubHc oppreilion ; and L fet no value on my 
life, when I firft began this glorious enterprife. One 
of the princes threatened me with the galleys if I pei;- 
fifted ; but here are thoufands my witnefies, that, in- 
ftead of fearing him, I fmote him on the breaft, and 
fent him away joyful that he efcaped with his life. O 
ye faithful people, trufl not the princes or nobles ; they 
are the men who ppprefs you, and would enfia ve you ; 
trud in your arms, and the jujlice of your caufe. God 
has brought you together ; let nothing feparate you till 
you have freed your country, yourfclves, your wives and 
children, from perpetual fcrvitude. Choofc you a leader, 
a man of courage and refolution, who is wilhng to fa- 
crifice his life for the common good. As for me, I have 
iiitherto lived a fifherman, and fo I intend to die," 

The people, exceedingly moved with this fpeech, chofe 
him with one accord for their leader, crying out with 
loud acclamations, " Long live Maifaniello, the Patron 
of the Neapolitan liberties." 

The firft thing he did after he was confirmed in this 
authority, was to fet open the prifons, and enliU the pri- 
foners under the banner of the people. 

Then he divided this confufed army into regiments and 
companies ; and fent' forth a proclamation throughout 
Naples, commanding all to take arms, on pain of having 
their houfes burned ; fo that in a little time he had above 
fifty thouiand armed men at his heels. 

Thus accompanied, he marcila diredUy toward the 
viceroy's palace, vcfted inclotb of filvcr, with a naked 
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Tword in his hand. He was accompatiled by a cardinal^ 
^ho undertook to be a mediator between the viceroy and 
the people. His prefence reflrained the tntiltitude with-- 
in fome bounds of moderation^ for they reveretìced him 
as the father of 'the city. Yet they burned above fixty 
palaces of the nobles to the ground, with all their furni- 
ture and goods ; and it was prefent death for any one to 
tefcue or purlom any thing from the flames ; fa rigorouf- 
ly juft was this new lawgiver^ this Mofcs of the Neapoli- 
tans. It was in vain for tlie viceroy to oppofe force a- 
gainft fo formMable an infurreétion : . He entertained the 
young 'fifherman with ceremonies due to a prince ; and 
having concluded a truce, gave him the title of Chief 
^Tribune of the faithful people. This increafed the ve- 
neration the citizens had already conceived for Maflani- 
ello ; fo that in a day or two more he faw himfelf at the 
head of an hundred and fifty thoufand armed men. 
He gave out all orders for the republic, publiihed new 
cdidls, and ail commiffioiis were iflued in his name. He 
procured the gabels to be for ever abolifhed, reftored the 
people to their ancient liberty j and, in Utity was murder- 
ed by his own followers. 

Let me not feem an advocate for fedition, when I tell 
thee there was fomething brave and heroic in the aftions 
of this youth. So flraiige a revolution, in fo fhort a 
time, has fcarce been ^eard of in the world : For abcard- 
Icfs flave t© rajfe "himfelf in fix days to as abfolute and 
uncóntróùlable a fovereignty as the greatcft montft^h on 
•earth enjoys ; to be obeyed by an infinite number of peo- 
ple, without thè leaft hefltation or dcmor, Were it For life 
or death ; and all this without any motive of ambtdon or 
:ih'tefeft, tut ^Dnly to àffm the pubtrc liberty, is a convin- 
cing argument of his 'virtue, and '(hows «that Heaven ap- 
proved hia enterprifc. Sut then^ agaio; for him to Io& 
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'all this power in four days morei to be murdered :r» c^ld 
blood by his own party, by the people whofe cauie he 
had ib fuccefsfuliy vindicated ; this (hows the iriQabiiity 
. of human affairs, and that there is nothing permanent on 
this fide the moon. 

I pray God to infpirc the minlftcrs of the Sublime 
Porte to take fuch meafures as may preferve the mufful- 
man peace. Adieu. . 

r..ri3, 13th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1^47. 



VIII. — To SoLYMAN, i6w Couf.ny at Conjlantinople. 

W HEM I clofed up my laft, the hour of the poft was 
near expired, and the meffenger who carries my letters 
to him, haftened my difpatcb, preventing what I had 
farther to fay to thee. 

I am foh'citous for thy welfare, both as thou art a 
muflulman and fo near a relation. Do not forfeit thofe 
titles, by degenerating from thy kindred, and from isdl 
the illuminated of God. Truth is comprifed in a little 
room, but error is infinite. Ilipu makcft a wrong infer- 
enee from the moderation and chanty of the true belle'v* 
ers, when thou concludcft, That becaufe they believe, it 
(hall go well with all honeft men, let their opinions and 
ceremonies be what they will ; therefore thou fhalt be 
fafe, in retrenching the endlcfs and burdenfome wafhings 
(as thou termeft them) of the mulTulmans, fo long as 
thou beaded a good moral life. 

Art thou fuch a friend to idleneis and impurity, that 
thou wilt, by a moft pitiful fophiftry, cheat thyfelf of 
falvation, rather than lake the pains to waih thyfelf, after 
the manner, and at the times appointed by the prophet 
of Gods ^<1 praftifed by our fathers,, and aH the faith.- 
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fui throughout the world ? If it be allowed, that fuc6 
as» either out of ignorance, or hindered by fome other 
invincible caufe, do not embrace our holy law, are not cir- 
cumcifed, and repair not to the affemblies of the faithful, 
fhall neverthelefs enter into paradife, provided they obey 
the law of nature, imprinted* on their heaits j does it 
follow, therefore, that one who has been bred up in the 
undefìled faith, who has been circumcifed, and, lifting 
up his nght hand to Heaven, has pronounced the feven 
myftcrious words, which cannot be repealed; does it 
follow, I fay, that fuch an one ihaU be regarded by God 
or his prophet, any othcrwife than as a heretic or an 
iniidtl, if he live not up exaAly to the graces, that have 
been given him ? No, aflure thyfelf, if thou art in the 
number of thefe, thou art an apoftate ; thy virtues arc 
vices, and all thy good works are an abomination. 

Remember the piety and magnanimous zeal of Aflan 
Hali thy grandfather, who, when he was taken prifoncr 
by the Coflacks, was entertained with extreme rigour and 
feverity. Neverthelefs, a certain Jew in the city who 
• knew him, brought him every day, by permiffion of the 
keeper, as much water as would fui&ce to wa(h him, and 
to quench his thirft. But one day, a& he went with, his 
accuftomed load, and was entering the gate of the pn- 
foi?, the keeper, either out of malice or wantonness, fpilt 
moft of the water on the ground, forbidding the Jew, at 
the fame time, to bring any more that day^ 

The honed Hebrew went in with the remainder of the 
water, and deh'vered it to the pnfoner, who prefently 
prepared to wafh himfclf, after the accuftomed manner 
of the muflulmans^ The Jew feeing that, told him, 
there was not water enough to quench his third ; and 
therewith related to him what the keeper had done. "I 
fe« there is but a little (replied the virtuous old manj. 
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but he that drinks, or eats, before he has waftied himfelf, 
is guilty of defiling his foul, and is not worthy to bf 
numbered among the true believers. Therefore it is bet- 
ter for me to die for thirft, than violate the law brought 
down from Heaven, and tranfgrefs the traditions of my 
fathers." Having faid this, he walhcd, himfelf, being 
refigned to Providence. • 

Coufin, deceive not thyfelf with vain opinions, nor 
fuffer hypocrites to fcduec thee. Imitate the adder, and 
ftop thy ears againft the crafty infinuations of heretics. . 
It 18 reported of this little ferpent, that, by natural in* 
flin6t, being fenfible when a magician is about to utter 
words, which being heard will enfnare it, lays one ear 
clofe to the ground, and with its tail ftops the other, to 
the end the enchantment may have no effeét. 

Admit not any man to thy converfation, who fhall at* 
tempt to warp thee from the (implicity of the faith and 
obedience ^hich thou owelt to the apoiUe of God. With- 
out water, there is no purity on this Mc the gyavc. That 
element has a force in it of which thou art not. aware ; 
it is the third in the rank of living principles ; it is the 
tabernacle of the winds ; the feraglio of the generative 
fpirit ; the ftage of wonders : in fine, it' is the purifier of 
«very thing that has breath.^ 

Thou knoweft, that to ferve the neeeflitics of the pro- 
phet and his army, underdandipg and fpeech was given 
to a fountain in Arabia, which having promifed to fol- 
low him to the place of his repofe, made a channel 
through the defart, and kept pace with the troops of the 
faithful, till ihey came to Medina Talnabi, that fo the 
fubmiffive to the will of Heaven might not want that cle- 
ment, without which life itfelf would be a burden and a 
curfe. 

And yet thou fpeakcfl contemptibly ©f water, as a . 
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very indifferent thing, whether we ufe it or not, any 
lolherwife than to quench our third. 

Thus, making no difference between the many advan- 
tages we reap from that element, and that common ufe 
to which the beafts put it. In how many places of the 
Akoran does the Holy Prophet record the mercy of 
God, in giving us water that is frefh and not fait ! How 
does he celebtate his wifdom and goodaefs, for direéting 
the clouds to barren and dry pkces ! Thou canft not be 
ignorant, that it is one of thè encomiuuM of paradife, 
that there are gardens wherein flow many nvers. And 
after all this, wik thou defpifc fo holy and bleffed a gift, 
without which, earth and heaven, men and angelo, could 
toot be compktely happy ? 

Go learn -then of the Indian idolaters, who have deVèr 
beard of the book of glory ; go learn of thcfe bl»bari« 
aftfr, to prize this fanftifiéd creature. They travel many 
hundreds of leagues to bathe thcrafclvcs in the waters of 
Ganges. With thòfc incorruptible and all-purging ftreams, 
the Bramini fill certain veflfels, and transport the inva- 
luable Ifquor to the utmoft parts of that wide empire. 
They travel on foot, fometimes two thoufand miles to- 
gether, each man with his load of that precious watery 
to fupply the wants of thofc who live fo remote from the 
tiver ; io that a bottle of it is many times fold to the 
princes and nobles for two hundred fcquins, or eight hun- 
dred' rupees ; and yet for all this, thofe very princes 
would not die with a fafe confcience, had they not at leaf^ 
once in their lives made a* pilgrimage to this renowned 
river, and bathed themfclves in the waves which blot out 
fins. 

O confin, let the example of thefe infidels make thee 
blafh at thy impiety, and excite thee to a diligent and 
indifpenfable pradlicc of clearmcfs; fo (halt thou have a 
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found mind, in a healthy body, and the angel of thy na* 
tlvity win not (hun thy perfon. Adieu. 

Paris, 7th of the I2th Moon, of the Year 1(^47* 



IX. — To thi Kaimacham. 

JL HE defeat of the Venetians and Morlacks in Bofna 
has reached thefe parts. That news is not unwelcome to 
Mahmut : But I could wifh our general had nfed his vior 
tory with more moderation. The Chri&ians term him 
barbarian, favage, devil incarnate, and load him with exe* 
orations ; for, hating taken prifoner the captain of the 
Morlacks^ he caufed him to be flayed alive, and after- 
wards to be impaled. This captain was an cccleOailic ; 
they call him Stephano Sonch ; and, in honour of his 
zeal amd fidelity» they entitle him, th^ Good Pri^eft. They 
ap'^aud his magnanimity and courage in battle, and no 
lefs do they extol his conftancy, during the torments of 
fo cruel and ignominious a death : But I tremble . to 
think of. the blafphemies and curfes they utter againft 
our holy Prophet, and al^ the mulTuhnans : Fpr tliis cruel 
execution has fcandalizéd the Nazarenes, and embittered 
them, even to fury. Their revenge is. implacable ; they 
would go to hell themfelves, provided the true faithfid 
might' be damned for company. 

,What will our divine lawgiver fay ? or what apology 
will our general make, when the fent of God ihall charge 
him with driving fo many thoufand fouls into an irrccon* 
cileable hatred of the undefiled faith ? For they look 
not on this as the adion of a private man, but of one 
who reprefents the pcrfon of our augufl fovereign, .the 
great protedor of the, law brought down from Heaven. 
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They fuppofe him to be honoured with the particular 
inftruftiona of his mafter ; and therefore they fay the fuU 
Ian has authorifed this unheard-of cruelty, and that our 
religion countenances tyranny, and the moil nefandous 
method of (hedding innocent blood. 

I am no advocate for infidels ; yet fuffer me to vindi- 
cate Nature, which is the common parent of us all ; fuf- 
fer me to be foHcitous for the honour of our holy profef» 
fion, which is blemifhed by this inhumane murder. What 
offence had this unhappy captain given, that deferved (o 
dire a puniffiment ? Was it becaufe he fought valiantly, 
and performed wonders in defence of his country ? This 
is nothing but what becomes every honeft man to do ; 
and, had our general been truly brave, he would have en- 
tertained his prifoner with a refpcél due to his merit. 

Who was a more inveterate enemy of the tnuifulmans 
than the renowned Ifchenderbeg, Prince of Albania f 
Who more valiant or fuccefsful againft the Ottoman ar- 
«lies? It is recorded of him,' that he never (hunned a 
battle, never fled from his enemies, never fhrunk from 
perils, nor was ever wounded but once in all his life ; 
and yet he fuftained a continual war from two. fucceffive 
Ofman emperors, defeated fevcn vifìers with their forices« 
took all their ammunition and baggage, and, in feveral 
combats, flew with his own hands above two thoufand 
Mahometans. 

Our fathers did not baftrly revenge them (elves for all 
this, but cherifhed a veneration for this heroic enemy, 
and honoured the very duft of fuch an extraordinary pcr- 
fon ; for, after his death, having conquered Albania, 
they fought out his tomb, where they performed their 
devotions, as at the fepulchrc of a-prophet ; they open, 
cd the doi*mItory of the defuiiA warrior, and, with reli- 
gious folemnlty, took up his bones, ftaring the hpnouj:* 
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cd relics among them, and wrapping them in filk, wore 
them continually at their brcafts, efteeming them as fa- 
cred amulets againft misfortune 

Surely our general would blufti at an example of fo 
great virtue ; but perhaps he was iocenfcd, becaufe his 
captive was a pricfl ; miftaken zeal might prompt him to 
this horrid butchery. Thou, who art Juftice itfelf, wilt 
not approve liis bloody paffion, when thou confidereft, 
-that the priefts of Jefus are men as well as others, and, 
if they live in error, the fault is in their education. How- 
ever, many of them are humble, chafte, fobcr, and lovers 
of virtue; If there be others, whofe corrupt lives have 
contradided this charader, let the crinic and the puniih- 
ment reft on their heads ; it is not reafonable that the in. 
nocent fhould fuffer for the faults of the guilty. The 
captain of the Morhicks had the reputation of a devout 
andjuil man, and a flout champion for his country ; 
had he been taken for a fpy, or an alTailin, the law of 
arms would have adjudged him to death-^-^Yet fuch was 
the clemency of Porfcnna, King of the Hetrurian», that 
v^iien Mutius Scxvola, a valiant Roman, came into liis 
camp, with defign to murder him, but by miftake ftab- 
bed one of the captains, thinking it had been Porfenna, 
and, to revenge that mifcarriage on himfelf, thruil his 
hand into the fire, till the flclh was confumed to the 
bones ; the king, ailonifhed at his undaunted fpirit, fent 
him away in peace, raifed the fiege of RomCf and enter- 
ed into a ftri^ fnendfliip'with that nation ; fuch honour 
he bore to the fortitude of his enemy, and ^efigned mur- 
derer. But the captain of the Morlacks was not taken 
under thefe circumftances ; he loft his liberty in the heat 
•f battle, bravely combating at the head of his army, 

Wouldft thou know the grounds then of our general's 
cruelty ? It was purely for the fake of a jeft. There 
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went a report, that when this prleft was born, his body- 
was all over raw, fo that the phyficians were forced, by 
art, to fupply him with a fkin. Our cruel general, to 
(port himfelf in the poor man^s mifery, commarided him 
to be flayed alive ; uttering at the fame time this inhu- 
man farcafm, " There was no reafon that he fhould car- 
ry a ikin out of the world, who brought none in." This 
is attefted by two gentlemen who were made prifoners 
with their captain, heard thefe words, faw him executed,, 
and s^terwards made their efcape. 

The Nazarenes vow to itvenge this unparalleled cruel- 
ty on all the mulfulmans that fall into their hands, if this 
butcher (as they term him) be fuffered to go unpunifhed. 
1 tell thee, fuch barbarous aéiions draw down the venge- 
ance of Heaven on thofe that conimit them, and excite 
the very beafts of the earth to make war, and rid the 
world of fuch monflers. 

Thou knoweft what ufe to .make of this intelligence ; 
I will not pretend to inftruél the fecond mlcifter in the 
Ottoman empire, 

Pari8,'7th of the izth Mo<»i, of the Year 1647. 



1 



X. — To the Mufti, 

If there be any truth in what the aib'ologers tell us, 
that the ftars have influence on the governments of the 
earth, one would think that Spain lies under fome ma- 
lignant afpeA. 

The fortune of that kingdom has for a long time run 
retrograde : They have had nothing but loffes by fea and 
land ; the revolution in Portugal, the revolt of Catalonia 
and RouffiUon, the lofs of Ormus in Perfia,'and the de- 
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feéiion of Goa» with other neh towns of traffic in th« 
Indies, came one upoa the back of another# 

Since whkh there have been many towns and cailleft^ 
taken from the Spaniards in Flanders. The French made 
an infurre£Uon in Palermo^ breaking open the prifonst 
and releafing the prifoners ; and grew to fuch a head, 
that the viceroy, fearing they would revenge the tragedy 
of the Sicilian vefpefs, to pacify the multitude» was for« 
ced to repeal the cdié^s for taxes, and difannul them for 
ever, and to pafs an zB. of general indemnity, both to 
the rabble, and to the prifoners whom they had freed. 

This tumultuous fpirit paffed from thence to the king- 
dom of Naples, and there, like an infeékion, foon fpread 
itfclf through all parts, both of city and country : Two 
hundred thouiand men took up arms, to vindicate the 
privileges of the Neapolitans, under the conduél of a 
a poor young fiftierman. I have already tranfmined to 
the Sublime Porte, a relation of this formidable fedition» 
wherein it may be thought, I have difcovered too much 
tendernefs to the infidels, and feemed to favour the vio- 
lence of a faéiion. But I hope thou wilt acquit me, 
when thou coniidereft, that thefe governments of the Na- 
zarenes are not to be compared to the facred Ofman em- 
pire, which is eftablifhed *by a divine right ; it having 
been determined by the angel, that he who fhould pof* 
fefs the glorious dormitory of the fent of God, ftould 
be tntitled, " The fovereign of all the kings on earth.*^ 
Therefore it would be a crime of the highcft nature, to 
raiie a tumult or fedition within the territories of our 
auguft emperor, whofe dominion is confirmed to him for 
ever by a patent from Heaven. But the cafe of the Na-' 
zarene princes is different, who being profefled enemies 
to the meflenger of God, have no other right to any 
thing, t>ut what their fwords purdiiiiè ; and, therefore. 
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when they prey upon others, and by rapine and £pcn\ aug- 
ment their riches, it is no wonder if the great Avenger 
of crimes ftirs up fome undaunted fpirits to free their 
country from flavcry and ruin. 

. Thofe who are curious have remarked many obfervable 
circumftances in this revohition at Naples; as, that it wa& 
foretold by an aftrologer, a confiderable time before it 
happened, who pointed out the ?cry year wherein it 
(hould come to pafs. The extraordinary eruptions alfe 
of Mount Vefuvius, fome years ago, were cfteemed as 
prefages of fome approaching troubles in the ftate ; for 
it rained afhes on the city of Naples. I fpoke of this 
mountain in one of my former letters. 

It is reported alfo, that about the fame hour wherein 
MaiTaniello, the ringleader of the feditious, was murder- 
ed, there was feen a man hovering in the air, over the 
principal temple of Naples, with a fword ia his hand, 
which he was putting up in his fcabbard ; and that a 
voice was at the fame time heard from on high, to utter 
thefe words, **. His labour is finiflied, give him reft.'* 

This is certain, that whilft he was at the head of an 
hundred thoufand men, fevcn aflaffins were hired by fome 
©f the princes to (hoot him ; ytt none cf the bullets 
could penetrate his body, though unarmed, and only co- 
vered with his fifhing rags ; and it was evident, that thefe 
bullets fmote him in divers places, his garments being 
marked with them» and he daggered with the force of 
the blows. 

Thefe afe extraordinary occurrences, and would tempt 
•ne to believe, that this young fifherman was^the inilru- 
ment of providence, ah4 that Heaven proteded both him 
and his caufe. 

It is true, indeed, it feeined at lafi as if he were aban- 
doned by that divine power, which had.ci^ried him through 
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£o miporUnt an enterprife, in th»t he wsis flain by bU 
owa foldiers. Bi^t theii jt muft be remembered» tbs^t pid$, 
was not doù« t^4ii& work was fioiihed> and he Tvent be^ 
yond his commiiHon. Want of fleep, the multitude of 
affairs» and mach wiae^ had impaired his reafan, ,s^() 
rendered him frantic ; fo that his adions were infuppof|:« 
able, and hi» own admirers grew weary of him. After 
his death» his head was cut off» and carried up and; dowi^ 
the Greets on a lance» and his body was dragged throagU 
the kennels. Yet the very next day» the midb(t«|<k^ to 
fl^ow their own iicklenefs, took the dead body out of j^ 
ditch» where they had laid it all night ; they wa^ed 3^ 
embalmed it» and having joined the head to it» carried 
it with great pomp and folemnlty to the principal templ^ 
of Naples» attended with driuns and trumpets, and a< 
hove a thoufand priefls, with torches in their hands $ ^ 
crown of gold was put on his head» smd a fceptre in his 
band* 

Thus the Neapolitans honoured that beardlefs ^outb« 
who in ten days time had caufed fuch a revoUition» as is 
fcarce to be paralleled, for he was an abfolute monarch 
in clFe6^, during that time ; and of him it may be ùàà, 
as it was once of an emperor, that during his whole rei^ij 
there was neither fpring, nor autumn, nor winter» for his 
royalty begun and ended in the feventh moon. 

By letters from Nathan Ben Saddi at Vienna* I per- 
ceive he is moleiled with- fcruples about l^is religion» bci* 
ing defirous to build upon the furefl foundation. I fent 
him the be ft advice I could» without making myfelf a 
hypocrite» which, thou knoweft» is more offenfite to God^ 
than an open finner. I drew up an abihra^ of the mul)- 
iÀdmaa records, and prefented him with the faithful gs^ 
analogy» from Ifmael» the fon of the patriarch Ibrahim» 
4jOWn to our holy Prophet* This I did to re^lify an old 

VqL III. K 
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inherent error of the Jews, tvho boaft, that only the fons 
of Ifaac were true belierers. I endeavoured not to pro- 
fblytc him by fophiftry and artifice, but referred hfm 
for' better fatisfadiion to the wntings of the ancients. 
I promifed to fumifli him with books of our law, and 
the comments of our holy doAors, This is impoffible for 
me to perform, whilft I am in this place, unlefs thou, 
who art a guide of thofe who feck the truth, vouchfafeft 
to fccond my zeal. I addrefs to thee, fovereign prelate 
of the Buthful, in behalf of a defcendant from the young- 
er brother of Ifmael, in behalf of one circumcifed, but 
not m the right way ; favour him with thy divine inftruc- 
tions, and fupply him with treatifes of light and reafon. 
A feafonable application, may bring this Hebrew into the 
number of the muffulmans, for he is already difgufted at 
the fynagogue. 

" But if I have prefumed too far, in endeavouring to 
fnatch a foul from the paws of Tagot, correft me in thy 
Wifdotn» for I am but as an infant before thee. 

Paris, t5th of the ift Moon, of the Year 1648. 



XI.— [Ti6^ beginning of this Letter is wanting in the Ita* 
Ran Tran/lation^ the original paper being torn,'] 

w- — — —AH men*s hearts are filled with 

joy, for this profperous news, whilft I mourn for the dif- 
honour of our arms. Nothing but fad tidings grate my 
ears from thofe parts, and more melancholy prefages pof- 
fcfs my foul. Methinks I fee thick clouds gathering 
over the imperial city ; my fleep is difturbed with fearftd 
vifions ; I ftart in my bed, and, waking, lay my band 
on my fword, as if fome danger were at hand ; I dream 
of tumults and diibrders, neighing of horfes and clafliij^ 
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of arms in the ftrccts of Conftantlnople. I pray God a- 
vert the omen. 

It is reported here^ that Ali, the Sangiac-bey of Lip- 
pa» is taken prifoner, and that his fon was tormented to 
death before his face, in a manner peculiar to the isven- 
tion of the moft barbarous tyrants"; for they, caufed (harp 
thorns to be thruft between his nails and his flefh, which 
creates an intolerable anguifh ; they laid him on a bed of 
iron fpikes, and poured melted lead, drop by drop, on all 
parts- of his flefh ; then they made a fmall fire, and road- 
ed him flowly to death : if he chanced to groan, or make 
the lead complaint, in the midft of thofe grievous tor- 
tures, they bid him remember the good prieft Sorech, 
who fet him an example of cooftancy and courage, in 
that he never (hed a tear, or fo much as fighed, when he 
was flayed alive. 

Thou feeft that revenge is fweet, even tq^ thofe who 
having received no injury in their own perfons, yet arc 
touched to the quick with the violence that is done to 
another. This will appear in the humour of the Italians, 
who profecute their enemies with irreco ncileable hatred 
and mah'ce, whole families Being often engaged in execut* 
ing: the refentments of two fmgle perfons, who firft began 
the quarrel. But much mere forcible is this paf&on in 
thofe who have been notorioufly hurt themfelves ; and 
the revenge of a certain captain was extravagant, who, 
being informed that his general had debauched his wife» 
took an opportunity to fmgle him out from all other com- 
pany, pretending to walk in the fields ; when he had him 
there alone, he clapped a piftol to his breaft, threatening 
to kill him forthwith if he moved hand or foot. Then he 
upbraided him with what he had done, in fuch language, 
as convinced the general his life was in exjireme danger ; 
wherefore he humbled himfelf, and confefled his crimei 

X, 2 
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begging of the captain to fpare liisiifey and Lie would pre- 
fer him forthwith to the bell office in the arxny, next his 
omtu But the furìous italian would not fell his honour 
fo chci^ : He farced him to deny God, azul utter many 
blafphemies, in iiopes of faving his life ; and when he bad 
thus done, the captain iàid. Now my revenge is <x)n»p]ete, 
fince I iba& fend tfaee body and foul to the órvìL With 
that be piOoHed him. 

But leaving th«fe iofidels to their diad>o}ical paffiana, I 
am coacernedat the captivity of thy brother, if it be true 
which «8 rehted here, that he was taken in his return i^om 
Canea to Conftaotinople. it will coft the Bafia of AU 
giera a thddianA crowns to raalbm him. 

AdieUf Renaiba ; and if thou art defiroos to rai(e thy- 
(fXf<tÌ£lAmt xiethod which I ÌMt^ nmr propofed to 
thee. God be propitious to thy endeavours. 

Parts, 4th ef the sd Moon, of the Year 1641^. 
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XII. — fitó/ Vetifrabk Mujti. 

Tifow wik fay the lleapolitaas ape a reftleft people, 
-w^en thou fiiak know that tliere have been no iefs thim 
forty gelerai in&rrcéUons io this kingdom, fìnoe its firft 
fiqparatkm firom the Grecian empire, whereof k was for* 
Oierlyanember; and tiiat, m the ^aoe of two years, 
they have had fore kings, all of different naitioos. 

One would have thought, that after the death of Maf* 
frniella, the rii^ deader of the late tnnovatm, tbe popa^ 
lar heats m)iddiiave flackened, and the people yetmed 
1^ tbdr duiy ; hot the paffionate define of liberty caafed 
themto.CQSttaue ia anns, till the «onfinnatioa «f their 
pftvik^s AdMiId Qome from the king ol £^aÌD« 
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In the mean time» Don John of Auftrìài who ky be» 
fbre the city with a fleet of fifty gallcon% played upon 
them inceffantly with his cannoa by £ca> and the caftks 
battered them by land. 

Cardinal Mazarini, who hat the eaiiieit mtelligence ef 
(breign tranfaéUons» has had a principid hand in foment- 
ing this flame -, for as fbon as the news of Maffaniello's 
death arrired here» he difpatched away courier» to Rome» 
with tnftruétiona to the French ambafiador at that comrt, 
sequittng him to ufc aB poffible means to chcrifh the tu- 
Bolts is Napkfl^ and not negiedi fo fair an opportimity of 
Kduciog that kingdom imdcr the protedion of France. 

It. will not appear ftrange, that this great genins fhould 
aim at the conqueft of Naples» when we coniider, that 
this kingdom abounds in ail manner of rk^bes ; to which 
ha fbrtimate fituasion contribntes not a little» £or it lies 
in the moft temperate part of the world ; and the inhabi* 
tants arc not fccond to any people oi Europe in martial 
conrage and bravery. This is> a^bait which tempts the 
cardinal» who is not ignorant how valiantly the anceftors 
of ^e preient Neapolitans behaved themfelves in the wan 
of Cat&r and Pompcy» and thofe between the Romans 
and Carthaginiams ; nor are they lefs celebrated for the 
ftout refiftance ikcj made againft the Huns, Goths» and 
Vandals ; fo that this kingdom, were it once brought 
under the French dominion» would prove a nurfery» from 
whence this monarch might draw many ihoufands of ex* 
«ellent foldiers» to ferve him in his wars. 

Bc^des» it would be more commodious for him to nakt 
incttrfions from hence into the Pope^s territories, if there 
(hould arile any difference between the two courts» as 
there often do, about the rights of the Gallican church» 
the franchifes of the ambalTadors of this cmwn in Rome» 
and other privileges, to which they pretend. 

K'3 
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Therefore, the French ambaifador, according to the 
inftruéliona of Mazaiini^ fent commiifioners to treat pri- 
vately with' the people of Naples, offering them two mil- 
lions of crowns, twenty galleons, with eight-and-fifty gal- 
kys, and other veffels : They accepted the propofal, being 
weary of the Spaniih government, and defirons of novel- 
ty, encouraged alfo by what thofe commiffionen repre- 
fented to them, concerning the fnccefs of the Englifhi 
who, by ftanding on their guard, and ufing that power 
which God and nature had given them, for the defence 
of their lives and liberties, were no,w, in a manner, be- 
come a free people, having abolifhed the monarchy, and 
fet up a commonwealth ; and this they told them was 
alfo done by Cardinal Mazarini's couufels. and afiBfbmce; 
Now all the cry m Naples was. Let France and the peo- 
ple of England flourifli ; md let the faithful Neapohtans 
affert their ovni liberty. So blind were thefc people, as 
not to confider, that in putting themfclves under the pro- 
t^dionofthe French, they -did but exchange one bon* 
dage for another, it being impoffible^for any foreign 
prince to keep this kingdom, and pay all his officers, civil 
and miHtary, together with thofe under their coounands» 
with much lefs charge than the revenues amount to: And 
the French are as good at inventing new taxes, as any 
court in Europe. 

However, the Neapolitans were enchanted with the 
thoughts of fo much gold, and other ailiflance offered by 
the French commifiioners, and fweetened with their fair 
words, and glorious promifes ; fo that they immediately 
ient deputies, to entreat the Dukf of Guife, who was then 
at Rome, to come and protesi them, in taking on him 
the chief conunand of their arms. 

This prince, thinking it a generous aftion to relieve the 
oppreffcd, and that at the fame time he (hoiild do a con- 
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fiderable fervice to the king of Frajice, i(J rcAderiog htm 
maftcr of this noble «end opulent kingdom^ went to Nai» 
pies, where at firft l|c was received with infinite .ap» 
plaufe, was made their geiwiral, took an oath of fidelity 
to the people, did msmy :^nQtab}e ferviqes^ but was in the 
end betrayed, and fent prifoner to Spain. ì 

If the generofity and brave refolutioa of this prince 
has acquired commendation from (bm^^Jii attempting to 
refcue thefe people firom the. tyranny ct their governors, 
yet his condud is called }» q^cftion. by others, who fay, 
he difcovered but little prudence in trufting himfelf to the 
Neapolitans, who had already facrificed two of their ge-» 
nerals : For, after the death of Maffaniello, they chofe 
another xaptain, whom tK<y caljed the Prince of Maffa ; 
this prinpe falling under th^ir fufpiclon,^ was beheaded by 
the inconHant people. 

It is certain, that, there is liule confidence to be put in 
the multiti^de/ wliofe pafiions ebb and flow, and are nuire 
tei^p^duous than the fea« Yet a brave and generous 
loind. will (hun np, dangers to ferve his prince and hi^ 
country, for whom it is, a glariouB martyrdom to di^« 
There is no great undertaking without ,ha;;ards, ^d he 
tliat is af^id to venture his liberty and . hfe in a good 
caufe, is not worthy to bear arms. . ELad the Duke of 
Guife fucceeded, his conqueil of Naples had made him 
viceroy of one of the largefl kingdoms in Europe. It is 
faid. to be. five hundred leagues in circuit, containing 
twelve ample provinces ; twenty archbifhopricks ; biihop- 
ricks,, one hundred twenty-feven ; thirty catties ; barons^ 
one thoufand four hundred j earls, - fifty-three ; forty 
marquifies; thirty-four dukes, and twenty princes. The 
inhabitants of this kingdom are faid to be above two mil- 
lions. The ordinary , revenues of the king amount to 
three millions of crowns yearly^ befides the voluntary do- 



224 LEYTXRS WKITTEìr BT VoL IIL 

aativcft ^MA ìia^ been gives by the fubje&s of tU§ 
ftate to their hingt, wi^ui the fpace of forty ycwn, tk- 
inouiitiiig lo tirebty-eight ìn^ìttnBi and fix hundwé thou* 
k^d duéatu This kingdolti k wateted by an hundred aad 
àky tì^fé, bdìdclB ten Mkès ftot«é ^ith aÉ mmBtr ol 
fifh ; among which » ose calkd A^rno, oter which if 
ft&y bird» fly, they HM«iedÌMely dpop down dcaé^ The 
^cie«e fAgsm had ftrange ^fMtfi^ of thi& lake, it Ikkig 
the p}«De where ètey uied to facrifiee men Uk the inumai 
gods ; and hard by i^the ci^e of otte of* the Sibyk. 

There am thirty higll mountain» in thi» eoofitrf, of 
which Adonai refotei^ many ftrattge one àdàghdA pL 
6geft, (for It i« from Hiitv I receiW tl^ acclMmt of tìM 
Lingdom). I wifi not troubk thee with a repetkiMi <4 
idl that this Jew tell» die, only one ehiog {^worthy of »« 
mark. 

He fay s^ that the bodies olthe ^r«e yottng Hebrews, 
wikiO were pM yito the biirtiiiig oren by ^ Bafayloiiiaiiiiio^ 
fioreh,becaii^ they would not aéére h«< idòla^ are p i wfei' r ed 
in a mo£q^ on one of thefe tiioiintoine^i and that oi» the 
&id hiil, no tg%^ fleih, or milk, wi& endure an hour with« 
out pOtréfaétìofi, but prefe^y breed vh ibfinite nimber of 
worms» He fpeak^ in the priofe ^ thefe mountams^ 
which are clothed with vineyards, gardens, and woodo„ 
on the top and fides ; and in their bottoms hffre very 
rich mines of gold» lilver» copper, iron, cryftal, aldl>ofter» 
^nd adamant. In fine, Adonai, who has trarelled over 
ail thi9 kingdom, calls it the fertileft region^ of idl Italy, 
which is elkeemed the pai?adi(c of Europe. 

DoilL thou not thifldc now, venerable guide of the eled, 
that the Duke of Guife had reafon'to prefer the honour 
of eonquering fo renowned a kingdom, to the faf^ty of v 
his perfoni Or wilt thou not rather conclude, that the 
reduction of this h*ppy ftate 'would be an expeditioa 



Book III. A SPY At FARIS. ft 25 

l^y af th€ Ottoman tp-nns ì It h certain, tliat the riches 
And plenty of thU- r«gi<») iarrt tefiipted more nations to 
invade it, tbaa atiy othei^ kiitgdom on earth ; it hating 
been the prize, at which no lefe than five-^nd-t^ttvnty fe- 
vtral natkms hatu? aimed. 

Carch'nol Maunurinà it mach troubled ?X the D«ke of 
Giufe*s captivity, and has o&red great fumé of money 
ibr hift mrrTom.;: but the king of Spain rej«6ts all propo« 
b^ of thvt nature ; fo that it it thought the Cardmal 
will contrive feme vt^ay Ibr the dnke^t efeape, either by 
bribing his keepers, or by (bme fecret ftmitagesn^ 

I am net much concerned for the iafidcls ; bat It would 
be no fmall joy to hear, that fome care were taken for 
the redemplion of Mahoniet Celcbe, ^o, ihou knoweft, 
hat not deienped ill ci the Sublime Porte. Adieu, holy 
Patriarch, and forget not Mahmut in tky addreSn tm 
Heaven. 

Paris, 17th of the 3d Moon, of the Year 164!. 



XIII. — To Aboel Melec^uli Omar, SuferitUfndent^ 
of the Collegi of Scienui at fe%* 

Jk Hotf to whom the ifTues of Faradife are reyeakd, and 
€ttt road of the angdt when they coma down and f^o up 
ihrbngh the feven heavens ! Thou that eanfb marfhsd the 
kofVof the ftars, andunderftandeft thediicipltneof die aiw 
mlet Kving and ftrong, the orders of the potentates encamp«^ 
ed in the fidds' of Hght, the dbmcftic goardt of the throne ^ 
Wcffcdfor ever ; tell me the age of the world, and declare 
the beghaning of thnc : Refblve me, whether this mighty 
fiibric be but of yeftcrday, that is^ of five or fix thoufand 
years fending, as the Jevfs and ChrifHant fey, or wh©.' 
tber the years of ils duration be not paft a odcule» 

*5 
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The viiions of thy progenitor, the lieutenant to the 
fent of God, are extant in the Arabic tongue. In them 
it is written, « My foul on a fudden became as though 
It had wings ; a fpirit entered me, and a fubtle wind 
lifted me up to the top of Mount Uriel, where I be- 
held marvellous things. I looked behind me, and faw 
the ages that were paft ; and lo, they were without 
number, or beginning. I beheld the four feafons of 
the year ever returning at their accuftomed time, and 
the fun forfook not his courfe for a. thoufand thoufand 
generations ; I counted a million of ages, and yet there 
appeared not an hour wherein darknefs had poffeiTed 
the abyfs of matter, or wherein the endlefs firmament 
was not illuminated by the moon and ftars. Whilft I 
confidered thefe things, a liquor was givciT me to drink 
by an unknown hand ; it was of the colour of amber : 
when I bad tailed it, I felt a marvellous force in my 
body, and my eyes were more piercing than an eagle's. 
Another wind, more powerful than the former, blew 
out of a cloud, and carried me up to an exceeding high 
place, far above the tailed mountains ; there I trod in 
the foft air, as on a pavement of marble. I was ravifh- 
cd at thefe things^ and the exaltation of my fiate made 
me forget my mortality. I beheld the earth at a vaft 
diftance under my feet, as one that did hot belong to 
it ; it looked like a fhining globe, not nmch unlike the 
moon, but far bigg^. All the living generations which 
had fucceflively inhabited the earth from its nativity, 
palTed by me, and they appeared in various forms; 
£rft came a race of centaurs, then of fatyrs, next of 
angels, and laft of men. While I marvelled at thefe 
things, a voice reached my ears, as. from behind me,, 
"feying, Thefe are the four ages of the world, and the 
four fpecies vi bfingst. to whom I gaye the poffeflion 
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of tbc earth ; but for the impiety of the three former, 
I have esfftetminated them; and when. men fhali have 
completed the meafurc of their fins, I. will caufe.the 
trumpet to found,, and all things fhall retire into the 
cave of filence and darknefs. Having heard this, I 
found myfelf in a moment on the earth, which J haut 
before feen afar off; then I knew that I had been in 
a trance,*'. &c» 

I do not rehearfe this vifion to teach theeany new tiling, 
Tenerabie prefident of the fouthera (ages (for I know 
the archives of thy coUege are replenished with all mmner 
of excellent treatifes, and that thou art no ilranger to the 
writings of the prophets), but to crave thy interpretation 
of fo great a myftery, and- to reafon with thee about the 
world's duration. My fatisfadlion would be fmall, ii\con« 
templating the various^ beauties of the univerfe, the quali^ 
tics of the elemdots» the natures of living things, the vir- 
tues of plants and minerals, with the force of the heaven* 
ly bodies, were I aifured'that thefe things' were not al* 
ways fo. That thonght would' damp my greatefl enjoy- 
ments, if I were convinced, that'fo many fplendours, riches^ 
and pleafures, as this vifible irame affords, were not dif- 
clofed for millions of ages, but^ ky hid • ia the bofom' of 
eternity. Methinks» it is too low an opinion of the om- 
nipotent good nefs; and looks as if the authors of it fuf- 
peétcd God of envy ; who, when he might have made in* 
finite myriads of; creatures happy, in thefe vifible emana- 
tions of his divinity, without either beginning or ending 
of lime, yety according t€>theif^ -doébine, contented Him.- 
ielf to let only a' determinate fiumber tafte of his: munifi^ 
, cence for a >few centuries of years. This is hot ftiitable 
to the chara^er of that infiaite Being, the eternal fource. 
of all perfin^oBS*. 

. S.6 . » 
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What that n meant b^ thofe firir agea;,. and the four 
^lecles of b«ÌBgi». vliich «rere ikowed to tbe exalted of 
God.n tkat holy vifion > Tell me, great light of Afriche 
» It repugnant to resfoii or hkikf to hdkfC, that tbe 
earth has. been nhahked èrcm etcriuty» ihice ouf hohr 
èodorg tcadi m, that k .waa peopled long beferae the 
creatmn of Adam ? Nn mofialman» thai haa erer gone 
the facred piljgrimage, but has Tifited Mount Ara£&^ 
vheve Adam ^rà faw Ere hk wife ^ wheiv he hae been 
mftraéied xa the hiftoiy of that iirii &thcr of msmkiad ;: 
asd how»* that bdbre hit time^ the emth «as rahdoited b|F 
wgds» who being commaoded to adore Adam» refefcd 
H« ant]^ were turned to deTÌl«^ beii^ expelled from the 
tvtih Tboa k^^wefty moreover» that it k is the facred. 
t|9di>!ca9iL that .God gaarc to Adam a wxfe» whofe name 
w^ Alileth» bui, tbdi. fiìfrbéaig of the r9s:t of thcfe devik» 
rffofed to qbfy Adam ; whence iit capne t» ^d£% that 
ik^y Ured in ^ontinu^l qiumela and enmity for the fpace 
gi &1W hundred y«ir»» tSl aH length Alileth flew up into 
the air» and abaqdoaed bsr luiftand; of wjiicb» whei» 
Adam co^pliwed to God» he fent three mighty angela^ 
ip purfuit of h«r, qommftPding ^em t<> tell hcr> that if 
^.wonld ve^itm %q hef huftan^ it^ihoiild go well wii& 
h«r, J>^ if ih$ would wl» an^ hundred of her childreii^ 
4H>uid die ev«gry day, Th« angeh fc^wed bsr» and ovo^- 
j^Qoh. bi9r <Wt; ^i¥^ 8;«dr£»^^ffhere they tbr^tened to drown 
^r, unlefs (he would tttwn to her hi»fl)«nd $. hut flie 
in?de e^(iu&%,i«)d^ld th^m* ihe w^ treated to deftfoy 
young oyi^«)9- Thffi^th^silig4llaid.b»ndaofih€i:» wfae& 
4^f tQ j^iff thi»a^ (kore by the bi^tjom of hell,, that 
idi&^efm #K9iajne^ ^f ihem tteee ftovld he «rètca os 
i^y fchedide» that flie &oidd haire no power ta husi the 
infants» they^iifmified her. After UuSy.God eompaffioo^ 
- filing Adw't frlilyi4e9 gave him another wile, called Eye.. 



Book in. A snr AT PAHis. %2^ 

Thii tradition content the TifioQ of the prophet ; and 
we need aoft doubt^ that the earth was inhabìted bdm 
Adam's time f and if that be grantedy^lhy might ic not 
be peopled for millions of ages, as well as for the fmallcft 
term that igndmnce or error may afiìg^n to its duiation ì 
. I have difooarfed with fereral of the Jewifh rabbis and 
ChrifLian doé^ore on tW fubjed^ men of abftrufe learn* 
ing and fubfime thoughts», yet I can find but a £ew who 
arc emancipated from the prejudices of a faperftttiooa 
edttcaiion : They have been, Btom their infancy, prcpo£- 
fefied with a falfe notion of the works of Qod, believing 
. them to be finite, both in extent of fpace and time ; thej 
circumfcribe this vtfible world withiu I know not wiiat 
flaming circle, and belicse the firft matter itfelf to be but 
Àie day« older than Adam> taking each of thofe days foe 
the fpace of four-andptwcnty hours, wherein the fun E- 
ni{kea bis diurnal circuit through the heaireas. .Thej 
confider not» that» acQordiBg to their own Bible, there 
wa$ light and darknefi, and confequently day and night», 
before the fua was created ; but how long thoiie days and 
nights were, is not determined by Mofet ; yet in anodier 
part of their Bibk^ it is bid, that a day with God it » 
.thoufand years» and a thouiand y^art it a. day | {6 that» 
according to thit interpretation^ Adam wat not created 
till above five thoufand yean after the beginning of the 
ytodd» Yet when I bring; tliis po^vc place of their owtL 
Icriptnre agasnft the Na^renc &get, they flnfle it off 
with empty eiuifions, and rather than believe the ind^nitt 
antiquity of the woxy, they contnadid their own fenie 
«nd reafon» iniraiidate the txftimony of a prophet» deny 
^ir fiuth^ and appeat uuoaikfid infideli. ' 

Bo^ thq& and éa Jcwt ham cornette die tnitiii widi^ 
many eerort^ and «c moft feek fiirthar^ for die ongimd 
kkofM-tflnataxm^ The ahimiwtf Aof G^ hwc ahfgay» 
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taughty tliat the earth was inhabited long before the ap- 
pearance of Adam ; and all the Eaftern fages believe a fer- 
ries of generatiiilis to have dwelt on this globe for inde-r 
terminate ages* 

I have a brother lately come fion» the Indies : He rc^ 
iates ftrange things of certain books, which are only ia 
the hand» of the Bramins, Th^ are written in a lan^» 
^uage which none underllaad but thefe priefts, yet a lan^ 
guage as copious as any other^ and taught in. their col* 
leges by rule. Thefe books contain a hiftory of tha 
t7orld, which^ they fay, is sòove thirty millions of year» 
old. They divide the term of its duration into four . 
ages ; three of which, they fay> are akeady pail^ and a 
good pdXt of the foarth. Now I would fain know, who 
wrote thefe books, and at what time, and where tliis lan« 
guage was fpoken. They oall it the holy language, fay- 
i ig, that it was the firft fpoken on earth. It is- drange, 
that no hiftory (hould mention fo divine a ^eech» We 
have the chronology of the Liatin and Greek, and can 
give an account whenand where they» were fpoken, though 
they are- now grown obfolete, and no otherwife to be 
learned but in the fchools and aoademies^ * This argues 
^he! antiquity of the Bramins language and books, in re- 
gard they fall not within any other record, fave their 
own, which fays, they are as. old as the world : For if 
this a£[érti6n were falfe, the impofiure would have been 
difcovered.as foofi as bxx>aehcd^ and the learned, fages of 
the 'Eàft: would jqiiickly. have difproved ib manifefl a lie; 
There fecms to me ibmething extraordinary in this pre- 
tenfiop of thefe rlndian philofophers, and I would gladly 
be convinced of .the truth. Methinks it is an illuftrioua 
idèa of .the divine perfe^ions^ when one conceives all this 
?aft and ehdlcfs concatenation of beings .to £ow from the 
demal nature^ as rays from the-luft^^^ and tiuit they caa. 
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* no more be fepanited fro^ it, thstn thofe beams can f?om 
that vjflble fountain of light*. It will not he difficult then 
to interpret the hiftory^of Mofe$.by. this regifter of the 
Bramins, and reconcile the fix days of the one with the 
four ages of the other, , fince a 4ay, in ^h^ divine' fenfe, 
may amount to millions of years, .as well as to athoufand.' 
And it will be more congruous and agreeable to believe^ 
that after the birth of the fir ft mattery there elapfed many 
ages, beffare it waa wrought into fudi ai^iiifinitè. variety 
of appearances as we now behold ; and that the fìve days 
which Mofes. computes, before the produ<^ion of Adam« 
might be fome millions of years, in which time the di* 
vine Architeft gradually drew from the abyfs of matter, 
the fun, .moon, ftars, plants^ and animals ; which^may 
ferve, alfo to flluftrate the vifion of the holy anceftor, with 
which I began this difcourfe. 

Adieu, fublime intelligence of the torrid zone, and fa- 
vour Mahmut with a tranfcript of thy thoughts concern- 
ing thefe thinga. But if thy filcnce (hall condemn my 
prefumptions and impoi:tunity, I will 'wait for thy anfwef 
till 'the, Platonic y^car, ^hen, according to the doftrine 
of that phfloCbpher, we (hall all be alive again. 

Paris, 19th of the 4th Moon, of the Year 1648. 



XIV.— To the Mufti. 

In a bvxx^ difpatch to. thy fan^ty, I have acquainted 
thee with» tljte in(unedions in Palermo, mentioning * the 
fear of thp.viceroy,' left, the ifrenchàn.that ifland ftiould 
then tàk^ .'their opportunity to revemgc the proverbial 
ctuelty of the SiciliaiA Vefpers, If thou art unacq^iaintt 
ed with.tUt tragedy^ I jrift inform tb^ .«» fcijef^ . > 
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About three hundred and tltfeefcore years age, there 
feigned in Stdly one of the royai blood of France, they 
call him Charles of Anjou. He had French garrifbnt io 
adi the dties of that kingdom ; but diefir £>ldkrs com- 
BUttcd fo many infolenciea^ at rendered them oc^oua and 
lafi^portable to the nattYe»,.who therefore rcfolv«d ta 
«sterminate then* 

• The French are very licentiotit id their conqtieftsy nei« 
their (paring men in their anger, nor womenr in their luft ; 
they make no dtferencc between the noble and the vaU 
ga«^ but ^crifice all th^ regards of honour and ciinHty to 
their impetuous appetites. 

They were guilty of innumerable -rapes and tìoìcoccs 
in Sicily^ ampng th« meanor people, and £cmetinc8 ex* 
leaded their rudcnef» to perJCan» of the befi qoality» It 
was common for them to affienii teth virgins and matroai 
as they went akmg the ftreets, by thrufting th«ir hands 
under their garments) under piirtence of feaucching lor 
hidden arms. Among the reft^ the wife of » certain loid 
ID Paknpio, going to pay her devotions at the teo^^ 
WS» fiNsed'by the command «f the captain c^ the gitards» 
and firipped naked before aM the Ibidisrsy in^ order to di£» 
cover certain trea(bnaUe papers» which they ft^^peéted (he 
carried about her ; but finding none, Hie upbraided the 
captain with inhumanity in offering fo grofs an affit>nt ta 
a lady of her rank : He, iieemtng to be forry for the in- 
dignity fhe had received, begged her pardon, and retiring 
with hi# foldiers out of the room where (hr was^ Uft' hct 
to put on her appareL la the mean while, he waa en« 
flamed with a furious paffion f»i^ tin» kidy ((he being ^«ry 
tbeautifixl), and hamg feM the Meiers away, he letunied 
te ^ room Vigere ihe was: H« add»efie^hervnth moeh. 
courtihip, but jfadaiig tbÈì^ ukehOkai, hm fMreed^bm. 
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Whcft tkis WZ9 made known to her huftand, he burti* 
cd wkk defire of revefige ; wid» ftirmg up ftS the Sieilb* 
an nohles and people» it was privately agreed between 
Ihem, that on a cecuin feftira), when the bellfl (hoM toU 
to eteo^bng» all the Siediaas fhould take armt, and xtta& 
fecre the Fmich througkont the iihnd. This plot wat 
carried fo fecrethf » that before the French cccdd get the 
kaft intimation of ^f they were aU murdered on the day 
l^>pointedk 

I Ibrgot te ac^nfttnt thee in nry hA, with a tiftmy 
which wai dKeovcfed in the late tumnlts of Naples. As 
they were marching tip and down the iireet«) bwmtng the 
csftoowhottfts^ and thio habitatloBs of thofe who had been 
conctifBcd ia gathci^ng the t&nes» they entered the honfe 
of a certain notary, or public fcribe of that cky , who haé 
been reprdented to them. a« a promoter of thofe unrea- 
fonable impoficiont t They Cetaed on the man, and began 
to carry his goods out into- thfi ftrsct, ia order to be 
burnt ; but as they were rummaging in an apartment 
which was toward the gardens, they heard a great (kriek- 
ing, as of women afirighted ; and percaimg the ?oice to 
proceed from within a wall iif the room where they werCf 
Hley fearched about for a door to enter ulto that place, 
but finding none, they broke through the wall ; where 
(hey found two women with their hair hanging down to 
their anclea, and their nails grown like the talons of an 
eagle. Inquiring of them how long they had been there» 
and on what occaiion, the eldeil of the women made ihia 
anfwer : ^ The mailer of this houfe is my own brotheri 
who, when my father died, was entrufted by him to pay 
me fix hundred ducats, which he bequeathed me as a le- 
gacy for my maintenance, my hufband being dead ; but 
my brother, inftead of doing me this juflice, immured 
both me and my daughter, whom you fee here, between 
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tBcfc wallsy where we have lived tbefe feventeen years^ 
being aUowed by this cruel man na other food but bread 
and water." 

The people, xncenfed aboTe meafure at fo barbarous 9 
cruelty» hanged up the notary, and gave all. his eftate to 
this widow and her daughter; an exemplary piece of 
juftice, performed, by mutineers, which could not have 
been done by the law^ the crime not reaching his life» 
though, in the fenfe of all men, he merited death. Thi» 
is another argument, that deiliny had a hand in this in- 
furreéUon, and that Mafianiello the fifherman was the 
executioner of God. 

I obey thee, fo ve reign prelate, with an uncondltionaT 
devotion, and revere the idea of thy fandiity : Vouchfaf^ 
to pray for Mahmut, that whilil he condemns the barba* 
T0U8 cruelties of the Nazarenes, he may not render him*^ 
Itlf inexcufable, by doipg any injuilice himfelf. . 

Paris, aid of the 5th Mood, of the Tear 164^ 



XV.*^Tofhe Kaimacham.- 

• 

X HB Arabian proverb feys» <^ There is more danger to be 
feared from one of the Qoreis, than from a thoufand Bo* 
becks." Thou knoweil, both tbefe were noble families 
in Mecca, and fworn enemies^^of the meffenger of God; 
^ut die latter, as their name imports, were too open ii^ 
their councils to do any confiderable execution againd the- 
holy one ; whereas^ the former _were always refcrved, and 
laying of fecrct trains» 

Such is Cardinal Mazarini, the hidden enemy of the 
Ottoman empire. There feems to be an ambition in this 
great genius, equal to that of his prcdecefTor Richlien, 
w)iQ. would be eilecmed the moft eminent ^mong men. 
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Nothing will fatisfy tkia miuifleir lefs thaa a fubTcrfion of 
aU the monarchies on .earth, which appear obfUcle^ <^ 
that grandeur to which he defigns to^raife his mailer. 
Yet he attempts not this by open force, knowing that it 
is impratlicabie, but aéts in the dark, ilrivxng to under- 
mine thofe dates by intrigue, which he cannot fubdue by 
armt. He has his agents in all the courts of Chriften^ 
dom ; and thou needeil not ftartle ii I teil thee, there it 
ground to fofpeéi he is not without his creatures at the 
Sublime Porte. All EurqpQ is feniible, that the late re* 
volutions in Portugal an^ Catalonia, the infurreéiions in 
Sicily and Naples, and the rebellion of the Englifh, Scots, 
and Irifh, are in part owing to the poh'cies^ of this mini^ 
ftcrj and I. can tell thee ^oce on «that fubjed than it. 
known to every one. ' , 

Ofmin the dwarf, who ftill retains his good .inclination? 
to the Sublime Porte, finds an unfufpedied accefs to all 
the grandees, to whom the fmallnefs of his bulk and Sa- 
ture, affords no fmall divertifement* Beiides, they de%h]t 
to pok him with problems, in regard there .if always /ome? 
thing fo lucky, bc^dea the wit, in his . anfjirers, as eithet 
tr^tes admiration or laughter. But their mirth would 
quickly be changed into othet? pailions, were they {enfible 
that, their little buifoon'is no other than a fpy upon them : 
For Ofmin, having fo many opportunities, lurks in cor* 
ners, like a fpider, undi&overed, and unthought of ; he 
creeps itilo theirb^-ch^mbers and cabinets, where he be- 
tomes privy to -their grfjitedfecrets : If they (hould catch 
him in any of his concealments, behind the hangings, or 
under a bed, it would pnly pafs for a frolic to give them' 
diverfion ; and he never w^ts for a repartee, or a jefl, to 
bring himfclf off. • 

I have taught him a cjpkpi ¥r|iich he ^ii^e;^ ufe q£ to 
tranfcribc any letters, or other papers of moment, with 
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chanA^rs for fpeedy writmg» w)»eh cotifiprcjteitd whofe 
fttitcncc» in a dafh or two of tiic pern 

It « but lately wc htre pitelied on this method* a«[ 
Ae firfl ateempt Ofimn made, was m Cardinal Mazanai's 
defet^ mtd which he flipped, ufidar the (kirt of a noble* 
man's cloak, who jiift then went in to fpeak with the 
cardinal. This adi^ dwarf, ta^in^ ad?aniaige of the no^ 
Mrman'a approach to the taMe, dexteroHfiy erepit un- 
der the carpet whteh covered it, reachinf dfewn to the 
floor, where he lay mifeca iSl the cardinal was. gone, and 
the clofet locked up. 

Zhn-mg the time of their con fc re a^ i winch was sol 
^by long, Oftni» heard: tbetssdinsd fpeak thefe wonia to 
Ae lord : « One of the flared of that baflo (faya he) k 
an Italian, whom I formerly entertained m my fervice, 
and one in whom I confide ; he was taliten by the Turks 
at fea, and as foon as he w«s kM to this gnindM, h« ac* 
quainted me» in a letter, with h» condition, lAplòriiig my 
«fifbmce towards hn ranfom» I promised to rcdcem^^ him» 
on the condittOHS I hate tcdd you $ and; fince that, Ike hat 
Bot failed to perform them^ ; h» mafter haiwftg BccCfte&à 
the piilMs, and entered into the «iffockttiott t 6> that I 
hope in a little time to fee that proad tyrannical race ex« 
terminated, the Tartars excluded from ftieceffion, and the 
empire divided by the fword of flrangers. Ragotfki it 
Ifte only obftàele ; that priaee is wavertog,. and we cao- 
. not truft him. The ba<& of Akppo, widi- th«^e of ^ 
don, Damafcus, ai^ Babylon, are neady to coter thd 
fields of Afia with their armies. If things were as fe« 
core on the fide of Europe,, the blow ihould fbon be 
given." 

There paffed fome other difcourfc between them, which 
Ofmin could not diftin^iA» in regard they scmovcd to 
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tbe window, aad fpokc low ; but this was esoagb ta 
ri>a& hk ciir|a£ty» a^ put lum oa a Luther inquifiuoou 

As ft>on as the room was void by their akCience» he 
oame fiorth bom hii tttir.omatts apd feU tg ciwninio^ the 
papers which lay on the table, hopii^ to dtfcover more 
of this plot ; bpt he was difappointed, and only met with 
a few letters from his agents in England ; wherein, a« 
mong xtàicr xnattters, they g9xc tiae cardiaal ma accetmt 
that they liad hunted the lion into the toils, pail all hopes 
of an efcape ; by which, I fuppofe, they meant the Eng- 
Uih king, whoiB the rebek «have eoofioed t» a certai» cio- 
tte in their poHeffioi». 0fmin trasfaribed £bme of thefe 
li^tefs, aod bcopght tbem to i^ae* A copy of one of 
them 1 here fe^d thee eiiek>fed ; it was writt^ from the 
eoi»iieil ef the Iijfh reb^ } by which thou mayeft fee, 
vhst a fluHre 1^ cardinal has in ;d»€tting thefe tiaitors^ 
dfe how coftild they den^and of him the penformance of 
the Queea Regent's proni^ to aéBk them wkh money 
asd rnen i 

. There is <>Be al^o, da^ Ùàa prefect year» aad fubfcrib- 
<d by Moi)fiei¥* Bdlietwe, the Fre^ch airnbafl*ador in Eog- 
kad ; but Of«niii had not time to tranfcHbe that, being 
pireveated by the cardinal's return, which made the dwarf 
Ibatch up his tools, 9i»d ?hkonà usnder t-he table ; yet he 
remembered fome of the contents of tliai letter, aad told 
chem me at hts next lìùt» The mnlsaffador m that ktter, 
informs the cardinal of a certain Germani prophet, who 
fiMKtold, << That there fhouM be a great revoiti^B ia 
the gorermeot of Engkrnd, and thait «me of the migblieft 
ftf allthe Eaftero p9!Ìiico8 Apdbl be dcpofed thin year» «^ 
nurdered by his iMft&i»** I pmy Heavee^ a^vete the 
«nea finom the £BragUo Ì He ac^vaints this tnioifter aUo» 
4h»t he had iMCceoded in hi» fic^otiatioa widi the dficecs 
0i the rebeb aaaj. There vere ^ther obibive jMJIkges 
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in the letter, which Ofmin has forgot ; but thefe are fuf- 
ficient to dcmonftrate how bufy the cardinal is, and what 
a hand he has in foreign affairs. 

Another opportunity, I hope, will bring to light more 
of this miniftcr's fecrcts. Adieu. 

Paris, 4th of the 6th Moon, of the Year 1648. 



XVI. — To Pesteli Hali, bis Brother. 

1 HE oftener I pcrufethe journal of thy travels, the more 
I am delighted with it ; for It is evident, that the coun- 
tries through which thou haft pafled, have been as fo 
many fchools of wifdom to thee, wherein thou haft learn- 
ed, even from men's vices, the way to pcrfeAion ; much 
more from their virtues. Thou haft found, that though 
men's natural difpofitions differ, as do the climates which 
afford them brtath, yet they all agree in common frailties. 
There are alfo vices peculiar to certain countties ; it were 
to be wifhed they could be matched with. as many na- 
tional virtues. But human nature is a rank foil, more 
fertile in weeds than wholefòme produAs ; yet there arc 
gardens, as well as defarts ; and thou haft obferved fome 
perfons, illuftrious for their goodnefs, and the noble en- 
dowments of their minds. 

I am extremely pleafed with that rare example of ge- 
nerofity which thou relateft of an Indian merchant, who^ 
not content to give alms to all that afked him, or whom 
he knew to be poor, fought daily occaflons to exercife his 
charity, hunted out the indigent and unfortunate, and 
wherever hedifcovercd the lineaments of poverty in a 
man's face, or traced footfteps of it in his behaviour, he 
could not reft tiU he had relieved his wants, and made 
him happy to his very wifhcs. I tell thee, poverty is a 

z 
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hell upon earthy and he that has this curfe, anticipates 
the torments of the damned : It eclipfca the brighteft 
virtues, and is the very fepulchre of brave deiigns» depriv- 
ing a man of the means to acqomplifh what nature has 
fitted him for, and Hifling the nobleft thoughts in their 
embryo. How many illuftrious fouls may be faid to have 
been dead among the living, or buried alive in the obfctt- 
rity of their condition, whofe perfections have rendered 
them the darHngs of Providence, and companions of an- 
gels ! yet the infuperable penury of aU things, has rank« 
ed them among the caft-aways of the earth, in the eyes 
of men. To fuch as thefe our divine lawgiver com- 
mands us to extend our chanty, giving us certain charac- 
ters and marks, by which we may diftinguiih them from 
the crowd of the unfortunate. And I like the Indian's 
bounty the better, in that he fo exactly feems to comply 
with this precept of the Alcoran, generoufly preventing « 
the requcfts of the indigent, and by an excefs of benignity, 
courting them to accept of relief. In this he alfo veri- 
fies the Arabian proverb, which fays, ** He gives double, 
who gives unafked." 

Thou commendeft the induftry of the Chinefe, the ad- 
vances they have made in arts and fciences, which, thou 
concluded, is to be attributed to the force of their laws, 
which oblige the fon to follow his father's trade, through- 
out all generations. In this I muft diifent ; for it feems 
rather a curb than a fpur to ingenuity, to be confined to 
employments for which a man may have an averfion ; the 
fon not feldom abhorring thofe things wherein his parents 
took delight : Or, if not fo, yet he may be caft in a finer 
mould, have a more fubtle invention, and confequently be 
capable of making greater improvements in any trade of 
his own choice ; fince delight fets an edge on the mind, 
gives vigour to the body, and adds wings to bufinefs. Ba- 
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£dc8, 1 do zu$t tlMok tlù» to be ib muck thy own xftmatk, 
ts ike iaiiniutiofi of ibioe 4]f tJMX. coiiDtry, who ar« Um 
msA coxiofàxvà p«ople 40 the woild$ «v^ extolUng thetf 
iMMi foKcy» b^«» 9ad ^oiFomi»iQnitt»Qd impcfiiig xhem as 
« pH^ti^rn t# all othfr Qfttiioaa. 

Ooc tbùig I grimt Ihey bòaft. ^ wkk n |^at dcJ of 
truth» Au is> ibmr antic^kf and «nmticed ir^ec j c}io»g]b, 
fytte the ooa^cft fibc T#it9r& hvre iiiad^ of iHj^ counMyi 
they live like to ^ndefgc^ khc fate of other aatioiis, and 
CDrmpt ttieir genealogies wHh the hlood #f ftraagers. 

Tho«t cameft ayray before tho^ ^^mqiieft was beguaj or, 
peihap^ befbise it wa$ t^ed oit s^d 1 c^ng^re thee but 
a ¥ery iflR|»erfe^ aecouiii of k. AB the hiteliigence we 
have §fmat that kwgdom of late^ con^s in fragHientB ; for 
the Aups which bning this {hatl«ffed news left China in m 
Vpraar and confuiion ; only they afiure us» that the Tar* 
tacs had pafied the celebrated wall which divides them 
f«oin China $ that they «vt^ed and fnbdued the Noftlif» 
pnyvinoesy with an army of Aa hvi^i^ thon&nd men ; 
that very little reMaace was m^de againft them» not even 
in Pekin itfelf, the capital feat of the Cbine£e einpirej 
which the ufurper Lycwagx had ai>9PdABed to the con* 
i^ueirors, carrying away with him all the ineftimahle txes^ 
ùixe9 of the palace» and» retiiing into one of the reniote 
jppowinces» was utycf heard of afterwards ; whence it wa» 
judged» that fbme of his own j^arty had mwdered hii% 
partly for the fake ai his prodigjoos. weal^ which they 
ftared sano^g Ah&n^ and pastly ;^o revenge bis ti-ea&n sk- 
£ainft the empei^Qr» and the ianjmae ^abk^ah^Bitics he ha^ 
Jurought upon hia «xMintry, 

Before thcis merchanfts caoie aiv^y» tji^e Cham of Tsu^ 
4ary was proclaimed '^ Pekin» ai»d «rowncd £nipercHr of 
CUna» They fiiy, he was not atkQye thirteen y4»n ol^ 
a^t that time, vhicb wns in the j^mJi xwm» fti .the ffi9X 
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1644 f ^^^ that. having feat for the chief npbility of Tar- 
tary to Pequin, he made preparation? to pnrfuc hÌ3 con- 
quefts* . . > ••' 

• This ia the heft accoum we yet have of ^he sSwa^ o£ 
that empire ; by which thou wilt eafily be Induced to be 
of my opinion, that the blood of the Chiaefes will in 
time be mixed with that of ftrangers. 

We muft not feek for the originals of any people in 
the country where they dwell. The moft renowned king- 
doms and empires in the world, had their firft foundations 
laid by vagabonds and fugitives. Thou art not %Borant 
how vaft aq extent the ancient Roman empire had through 
j^SLf Africa, and. Europe ; yet that city, which was 
called the Miftrefs of Nations, the Governefs ©f the whole 
Earth, was £rft built by a handful of banditti, people ;who 
lived by pillage and robbery, the outlaws and fcum of 
Italy, affembled together from divers parts^ under the 
Gondud of Romttlus and Remus. Neither had tlut.eity 
proved any better than a fepulchre to them and their dc- 
figns, had they not, by a witty .ilratagcm oterreached 
tlie Sabine women, and fo fecured to tkemfelves a poQe- 
rity, who (hould not only defend, but enlarge the do- 
minions of their fathers : Yet thefe peopk> of fo obfcurc. 
apd cQufufed an original, afterwards bioafted -of 4he anti- 
quity and noble dcfcent of theii» families. No name more 
venerable, in f^cceeding ages^ than that of a Roman. 

To look CO farther. than the |^eat and formidable em- 
pire of the Ofmaas» we ^U finii it. took its firfb rife from 
colonies of tranfplanted Si^thìayQfi ; fi» thait be who: would : 
have the genealogy of a Turk,. my& not look in. the regi- 
ftcrs of Greece, where,they now live, but muft carry his • 
fe^ch beyond ^he mountain Cauc^us,, e^samine the bor- 
ders of Palus Msotis, or hunt bis pedigree out in Cher- 
fonefus. What revolutiona have not happened in À£a 
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and A&ic^ iihée tke alTumptioi} of the tne&ngcr of God 
iato pdradffe I Wkere &all tve «ow find any remaiiiB «I 
the >aiicieiit SaraDcne of Mamdukes? TW mighty empire 
of tht'Ottonlaiis has fWallovraè Aip all* ^ Tkn» otK .tm*^ 
tion expcliraaothery and thoye isXo general a mixture of 
foreign bloodi made by the eofiverfioa of innumera^k 
different nations to the miffl^lmanfakhy that it i» hard to 
know» whether t>ur aooeftoif« mere Sey thia^i òr Perfìans» 
Jews or Greeiansi whether they were e£ the . ndoiiatainft 
or the'valleysy of the forefts or the>pliaeA« . - .r ' 

In this I viali except my coumvynien, 4!he -AxabiaiM» 
and thofe who feem to approachneawil/ litem m maaaar 
of life, the^Tartais ; the one dwdling ia tealfi>*the other 
in waggons; both in a moving pdlnre; both, happy *Ì8 
thisi that they are not confined tQ the rigours of a cc^d 
winter, nor the fcorching heats of the (ummer, but 
diange-thdr foil noè diaMte aa theifeafaft-flf- the. year 
vanes ; thus^ ever fecuring to themfe|ves, in all places, 
either a blooming flowery fpring, or a moderate and fruit* 
fui autumn. Thefe were never fubdued^ ma expellqd 
thofe regions wherein they take delight^ neitheF would 
they ever mix with ilratigers; But the Ghinde would 
excel all^the worl^y in the purity of their unmixed^ blood» 
were it not for the incurfiopa^ thfir potent and vidod-r 
oua ne%hbours« . 

The French (ay, that thefe people ha^d the ufe of gii^a 
and printing many hundreds of years before they were 
found out in Euiope ; but the Germaas claim the honour 
of thde i»vention& t^^ thcmfelves* . . 
. Thou coafirmeft the opinion of the former, in teHix^ 
me» thou haft feen ibme of the csmmiou bdonging to the 
city of Pequin, on whkh was engxaven^ i^ Chinefe cha« 
ra&ers^ a regifter of. their age^ which was above two 
UiouGuid year{k 
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f I kad a greait deal more to iky» dflder Pefttlv^ làit th»; 
póftcaiis on iiic to hsften^ bdkks^aa extremfc.di4nt&L 
andr^hmgoifhing of my fpims, with whiib. £ have lieeil> 
peifecated ever iince Uus tooon fivd dumedrherjcttfkiéat^^ 
iÉ^v9i (be' i* ia the vnmci and ib I hope is ttif mmìmàji: JTks; 
infikienoe tkìs plaiiet fetcoB to' have on 'm^ nayravake) 
diee conclude me a hmatiG's We are all fo m aneJdegrtee 
orotker; Thore 'are not more appareat fyniptoiiisy «batt 
«hefiuicand reflhiac'ofnke fea owe^iu oiigiikd -to the 
neighbourhood aad motion of tfaaitplaaet/ than, that oun 
cooAittttfonalranraffcoedbcr to its mcnthl^ appiearalaGck. 

*«He that cfeatcd.the mtioa» and tfoe conftdlatknMr i^fc 
wkfaout fe%c6? to mankind, give as wifiiom which' ihali' 
entkle tie tir a domioknrtOfj^ thv ftars. 

' Par^ Ì4th of the 8th Moon, of the Year 1548. 



XVII. — To tie Aga of the ^anizartes. 

jL HB Dbke lof " Chaftilfon arrived here ùx day« ago? 
ftoffl the artriy in Flanders, brhigiog ne^s of a' fignsi 
vfélory obtained by the young Prince of Conde, on thic? 
pklite of Lens. Thif battle was fotfght on the «^th of 
the laft moon, the French hating entirely fotltèd thfe 
Spaniards, killed three thoafand of them on the (poti 
tAetì fix thonfand prifoners, with aH their artiKe^ and 
baggage $ and, to crown the day, they have taken Len» 
alfo. 

But though fortune thus favours their arms abroad) 
fte has mixed poifon with their cotmcSs at home. All 
lliihgs^here feem to portend a civil war ^ the patMnéM 
dvwart the proceedings of the court, taking on them the 
power of the ancient Spartan Ephori ; they will be con- 
troulers of the regal authority, fuppreflBng the king*! 

h z 
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ediéts, calling his expences to account ; and, pretending 
to reform the court, they play the pedagpgues with their 
fovcreign. On the other fide, Cardinal Mazarinl, the 
Duke of Orleans, and other grandees, do their utmoft 
endeavours to diflblve the meetings of this fenate : They 
perfuade the young king, that it is but a precarious 
reign, where the fovereign mud be curbed by his fub- 
jeds : Thus they inftil into hi» tender years; thofe tnax- 
ims by which they would have him rule when "he comet 
of age. ... 

There is a' man in the parliament whom they caB'Mon- 
fieur Bruffels, one of their great counfellors, a bitter ene- 
my of Cardinal Mazarini, and therefore cried up by tlie 
people for a patriot : He is of a furious tfcinper, and 
mean abilities ; yet his noify zeal for the public Hbcrty 
has faftened to him the Tulgar ; he is become the ring- 
leader of the feditious. 

This man ijras feized as he returned from the chief 
temple, where Te Deum was fung yeftcrday, for the 
late viftory in Flanders ; and fome are of opinion, that 
it was this ha^^py news which emboldened the court to 
fnatch fi*om the people their darling, their idol, the man 
from whofe courage they expeft a redrefs of all their 
grievances. Indeed, one may fay, it would feem fiifcr 
for a traveller in the dcfarts of Arabia, to. tear from a 
lionefs her young one ; for the heads of the faftion wait- 
ed but for fuch an opportunity to fct all in a flame r And 
the ill fuccefs of the court in this a6lion, fliows that it 
is dangerous to provoke the multitude ; for prcfently we 
were all in confuiion, the burgeifes in arms, the /hops 
fhut up, the ftrcets chained, and all the avenues of the 
palace barricadoed; the rabble marched- up and down 
the ftrcets, threatening dcftruftioh to Cardinal Mazarini, 
àind all his party ; the parliament weve forced to bcoome 
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tbe m^fHjngcrs of the pcopk, to carry their petitions, or 
rath/er their comoianda, to the court, being threatened 
alijo, if |:h^y;failed of fuccefs ; fpr they protelled unani- 
naoufly,. thaX they would not lay down their arms, until 
the imprifoned counfellor was releafed. 

The qu§en appeared at firft inejtorable, and "fent thefe 
~{r.|]iitef& away with denial, and feoffs, wifhing them joy of 
th/rir n^v honpur, in being made the porters of the rab- 
bie ; and the. yowng monarch, incenfed to fee his native 
royalty thuft pro&ned by his ftthjcds, bent his brows, and . 
tufting a lodk» divided betwixt majefty and difdain, on 
the feaators, uttered thefe words : « 5irs ! ShaU it al- 
ways be a cuftom thus to moleft the minority of your 
kings ? Or, do yow think our tender years incapable of 
thcjcomnwtt fenfc of other mort^^J.8, that you pretume 
thus infolently to invade our right ? Apcufe not the mul- 
titude, nor make them an umbrage to your fedition : I 
know the authors of thefe tumults, ^nd (hall find a time 
to make them feel the weight of my 4ifpl<^<i^ure. Think, 
not that I wear this fword ofily for on^nrcnt, (laying his 
band fiercely on the hilt) or that the blood of my rc-r 
Downed anceftors is grown degenerate, or turned to leen 
witliin my veins. G09 tell your fadlious comrades, there 
fits this day upon the throne of France, a king, who,- 
though he is young, yet has a fpirJt and memory ivhich 
will outlaft his pupilage/' With that he commanded 
them out of his fight. 

Yet, notwithflanJing this, the people threatei^ed to 
bring their darling away by force, if he were not releafed 
in two hours. 

There were above an hundred thoufand of them in arms, 
^nd it might have proved a dangerous infurreélion ; but 
the queen, at the fecond return of the fenators, hearken- 
ing to the advice of Mazarim*, and the Duke of Orleans, 

^ 3 



ini rmcàiheting the fete drcudfol effc£b of MàffimkUò^s 
tumult in Naples, releafed the prifoner, who wis coa- 
duéled home laft night in triumph^ by an infinite crowd 
ÒÌF people, who filled the tir with flióutk and acdattta- 
tiòns. 

It is difcourfed here, that the Prince of Conde will 
fpeedily return to Paris, from n^tom both the coiittland 
the fadion promife thcmfelves new grounds of triumph. 

During thefe commotions, Mahmut fails not to aél hia 
part, being at no fmatt expence- to iHnaintain a certain 
number of ftrangers, whofe whole dependence is on o|e ^ 
Thck I inftruft to mix themf«élves with the rabble, toin- 
. finuate into them hateful notions of Cardinal Mazarim 
and the court : They buzz up and down the city like 
flies in this hot feaTon, and fling the multitude to fury 
with their ftories. I fpare no cofl to procure the cardi« 
nal's ruin : That pernicious wit comes not fhort of hi» 
predeceflbr Richlieu, being as aélive in embro3ing fo- 
reign ftates J witnefs the revolutions of Portugal, Catalo* 
nia, England, and Naples^ (in all which he had aprine!* 
pal hand) and is ever projeding how to aggrandize his 
mafler. And the univcrfal fuccefs of the JFVench arms in 
Gennany, Flanders, Italy, and Spain, has ' left him no- 
thing worth a thought, but the deftru^ion of the Ofman 
empire. ' . 

Eliachim brings me news every hour how iiny myrmi*. 
^^4.0^^ fucceed ; for he aAs abroad in the ftreets, while I 
keep my chamber, during the tumults, being of Demof- 
thenes'a mind, who, when the Athenians were in an up- 
roar, took fanéluary in the temple of rallas, and pro- 
\ ftrating himfelf before the altar of the goddefs, uttefed 
* thefe words : ** O Pallas, I fly to thee for protesoti f 
.defend me from ignorance, envy, and inconftancy; for 



, J l9vc:^»|j* ?&q..^Wet7 ^q£ the onyl, ^c cli;^<wi,^^4^)*® 
people,". . ' . .., 

,.,„.)(j?t|, wiiether ia my chamber or abroac)^ be afiiircd, 
j^uàrigus prcfed of the imperial city^ that Mahmut di- 
vides his time between the vows he makes, and the ferv,i- 

fi^es be 4o€s for thp Qr^ind Sigoior. -, -> . 

^ -i P»ri4i 34.01 the 9th M900, o£ xkt Yew 164S. 



XVIIL— To ACRMET B^IQ. 

,JL HIS court is now in mourniog for the death of Uladi^ 
0^U8^ late king of Poland ; whilil the politicians are can- 
yailing the next eleéiion. Thefe who fide with tht Houfc 

, of Auftria favour the fuccefilon of Prince Charles ; but 
the French arc for Cafimir, their former prifoncr. 

7hc Duke of Bavaria is alfo dead. They fay he died 

^ Qf grief to fee his country expofed to the infults of a vict 
torious enemy ; for all his forces were entirely defeated. 

The Prince of Conde has taken Ipre in Flanders ; and 
the Archduke of Auftria has rendered himfelf matter of^ 
Courtray, without drawing a fword, or firing a gun: 
The Marefchal de Rantzau has made an unhappy attempt 
to furprifc Oflend, a fea-town in Flanders ; for, carrying 
his forces by water, as fbon as he had landed his men, a 
temped arofe, 'and drove all his (hips out to Tea ; fo that, 
being, eqcompaffed by a numerous army of his enemies, 
and having no way to efcape, he and all his troops were' 
made prifoners. 

From the fea we have advice that there has been a 
combat between the Duke of Richlieu, commander o^ 
the naval forces fent to affi ft the Neapolitan revolt ers 
and Don John of Auftria, admiral of the Spanifti fleet on 
that coaft ; but the iiTue of the battle is not yet knowii, 

L 4 
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thóiigh moft people gucfs the vidlory to be on the French 
fide, in regard Cardinal Mazarini had, by the advice of 
an Indian fliip-wright, caufed all the French fhips to be 
plaftercd over with alum, fo that no fire-fhips can hurt 
them. The Spaniards make great ufe of thefe fire-fhips 
in all their fea-fights, having learned to their coft, from 
the Englifli, what damage thefe veffels do, when they 
formerly loft their whole Armada, w^ich they before 
termed Invincible, and with which they failed to conquer 
thatifland. 

From Catalonia the poib bring news which pleafes the 
wives and friends of the foldiers in thofe parts ; for the 
Marefchal dc Schomberg has cut in pieces the Spanilh ar- 
my, taken- Tortofa by afiault, where the foldiers found a 
booty of above fifteen hundred thoufand livres. 

A courier is come from Swedeland, who brings an ac- 
count of a late fortnidable confpiracy in Rufila agdnft 
the life of the Czar. The greateft part of the Mufcovite 
grandees were concerned in this p!ot;défigtiifig to change 
the form of government, and divide that mighty empire 
Into fevefal principalhieft, whereof every one of. the on- 
fpirators fhould have a (hare 5 and that they fhould be 
all fubjed to one chief, who (hould be elcded by the reft, 
after the manner of Germany. To this purpofe they had 
made a private treaty with the Tartars.' Morofoph, the 
prime minifter of ftate, and the Chancellor Nazari, were 
of the confpiracy. Perhaps thou wilt lament the fate of 
the latter, having received extraordinary civilities from 
him when thou wert at that court. 

Banaanoph, fon of the patriarch of Mofco, revealed 
the plot, with the names of the confpfrators, to the 
Grand Duke, who fent for them next day to his palace, 
under divers pretences, where he commanded them alltQ 
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be killed» and their bocUes to be tbrown to the dogs in 
the ftrccts of that city. 

The Frendi report ftrangc things of ^ultan.lbr^hipas 
I wiih all go well at the fublime Porte* If thou h^ the 
fame defires;, reveal them to none but thy friend ; for at 
fome tiinet a man'a beil thouglus will be interpreted for 
trcafon. Adieu. 

Paris, 15th of the loth Moon, of the year 1648. 



XIX.— y^ //j<r Mu FTi. 

A HY vener8d>le letters are come fafe to my hands, bring- 
ing light and confolation to the i^ithful exile. With pro- 
founded reverence I kified and unfolded the papers which 
contain the (acred inflruélions of the vicar of God : £ 
ble€ed myfelf when I read the charge of royal enormi-^ 
ties, the exorbitant pailions of a muffulman emperor, and 
the profanation of the throne founded on jufticc. Thou 
haft prevented the, qualms of a too fcrupulous loyalty, by 
afluring me» that it is a fundamental nyaxim <^ our law, 
«f That all men in the wodd, without refped of birth or 
quality, are obliged to Appear before the juilice of God>; 
and that he who obeys not the law is 00 muffulman ; and 
if the emperor himfelf be in this number, he ought to be 
depofed forthwith.'* 

T^is has abundantly (ati^fied my con£aence, eoauag 
from the hands of him from wliofe febtence there can be 
no appeal on iearth. I fhall therefore readily obey thy 
orders, and, without demur, put in execution what thou^ 
liafl commanded me. 

-^ Who can blame the juft indignation of Sultan Morat's 
widow, who, in defence ,of her chafttty, threatened to 

^ 5 
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.iKfa&^trpomtaid io t W Inrcaft «of* her . fivtidgB ? But, 
^iapmpaanibly- mare eminent waa tby daogbter^ft TÌitse» 
-«tho) loot being ablr to reM the farce «f the migfatj ra- 
ntihET^iafter ibe -was pcHoted» would» like another L«iiet^- 
itia^-^avDiftabhed hetfelf» had flte not been prevented by 
^the foksiLr .Ho«r has he foUied tht glorjir of the Oùmat 
<tace by ^efe efiFemiaate vices ? What an indignity has 
he-committed againil our holy law ? agaiaft the principal 
. patriarch of the tkà. ì Mach more noble was the conti- 
nence of the African Scipio, who, when at the conned 
«f New Carthage, a virgin of admirable beauty was cho- 
^len from among the captives, and prefented to him, wodd 
by* nV means defile her, but reftored her again withoftt 
Mcmifh , to her parents, faying withal to thofe that ftoòd 
near him, " Were I a private man I would gratify my 
p^ffion by the enjoyment of this lovely majd; b«t it 
. 1>ecòn^8 not the Jeader of an army to ^^^ fo bad an ex- 
ample, nor a conqueror to yield hk beast tv the cfaaons 
of his captive.*^ 

But it §eems that Sultan Ibrahim was^rathcr ambitious 

of the charaéfcer of Auguftns the R<»umi en^eror, of 

'< whom it is faid, that he n^ver ipaitd any womuui in his 

' Itift ; btkt if he caft his eye ion a beautiful lady, though 

lier huiband were o£ the Mi quaKly in the empire^ he 

irotdd immediately fend 'lùs officers to bring her to^ bin, 

-iby fair nxeans or by fotce» 

Hie phllofbpher Athenodorus, who v^s vary intimate 
' with this monarch) took a pretty method to reform dus 
'-Act ili his mailer ; for. when the empdrev one day had 
^ient a dofe fedan or chair for a certain nohit'wcmau-t^ 
>Hhe houfe of the CaaaiSI, the philofofihet, futìng fiiitie 
^difiHer might enfile, (fer that fimifly was «crypopaaar 
and highly refpeéled in Rome), «he goes before to .the 
fadyS pplàcei and ftcqoùatvBg her wiU i^ il^c 
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ed to her hvftwad of* die io^gaky that imsioffinred.^Mlt. 

He, boiUng wkh anger» threatened- to ftab the meffoigcrt 

of the emperor when they came ; but the pmdent phflo- 

fopher a^peafed them both, and only defired a ftdt dAt 

Jady^s apparel, which was granted him : He Iboo put it 

mkf aody hiding ha fwond under his robes, entered the 

£edan, perfonating the lady. The meiTengers, who knew 

no other, carried hind away to the emperor : He, height* 

encd with defire, made kafte to open th< fedan himfelf» 

when Athcnodorut, fuddenly drawing his fword, leaped 

forth upon him., faying, <' Thus mighteft thou havebffiji 

tnurdered: Wilt thou never quit the. vice which is at- 

ieoded with fo.much danger ? Jealoufy andreyejoge ought 

have fubftituted an aifafiin thus difguifed in my r^oio ; 

but I took care of thy life ; henceforth take waming^^ 

.-.The emperor» pkafed with the pl^lofppher^s.ftratagem, 

gave him ten taleate of gold, thanking him for tbis fea^ 

.fimable cpi9re6k«>n ; and fro^ihat time hegofk to reftrnia 

unlawful pleafures, applying himfelf to a virtuous life» 

. Thou fecft» holy prelate, that by perufing die hifto- 

ries of the aacieals, a man may fumifh himfelf with afe- 

&dexa8Bf>lc6^ and proper. obfiBTO^ODS.. I;ij)v|tyf k^fgi by 

. me Plutarch's Worlu, and thoOe of Livy» a Roman hiflo- 

rian ; a9 alfe Tacitus, who has left the annals of that for- 

, aldable empire to poUeiity. It were a deiuable thi^» 

that the muflulman fcribes were employed in tranflatu^ 

iiich records as tbete into the Arabic or Turkiih ian- 

guages) thatfo the true faithful, who are deitined bf 

God to conquer the world,; may not be ignorant of tjjie 

. jnemofable traniaéi^ns of fqrmer ages. , Some of qpr 

? iiiltim^ hate been curious to haye Flotaroh't wQtiags rep- 

' desed in the femiliar fpee^b of the Ottomaos : Therej|pe 

r other memoirs not left worth the.UbKwr* If it ihall oi. 

. ter aMi tk]r. h(sn 1^ eQfij;»^;!^^ 
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ivhole empire of ttie refigped to God will be indebted to 
tbee. But who am I that prefume to direé^ the great 
father of the faithful ? Thou art èallghtened with all 
knowledge and wifdom. .Peradventure thou haft. reaCgn» 
to divert thee from fuch an enterprife, which I cannot 
eomprehend. Therefore I cover my a>puth with duil» 
and acqukfce. 

Am to the late revolution, I am not to difpute the will 
of my fuperior». However, f receive .the news ©f that 
tragedy with lefs difcontent, in regard thou thylielf, who 
art the orade of the nmfiulmans, haft thought fit to de« 
pofe JSultan Ibrahim, ufing herein the advice and confent 
of hi« own mother,, and of Mahmut Baia, with that of 
che Jànlzar Aga, who, next to thyfelf, are two the moft 
l&oowiag fages in the empire. 

* Wliat remains, but that I fiiaH pray for the long life 
of Sukaa Mahomet ì defiring alfo, that Heaven may fo 
-direft his conneik, thiat he may sever do any thing to 
merit- the iaite of his unhappy father» 

Pad^i 13.t)i of ^e J jth Mooa, of the Year 164$. 
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xVt Jiength the deputies of the Nazarene princes at Mun* 
ftcr have concluded a peace : They have been thefe fix 
years debating about trii^es and pun^ios, as is the man* 
nèr of the Chrii^ians even in the mòjb important afiàin. 
This treaty ^was figned the ^4th of .the laft moon, when 
all farther hofUlities ipeafed on all fides, except on the 
parts of France and .Spain, whofe quarrel co.uld by no 
mea^8{>eai^ftedi&tbis£ei|eral agr^^ement of Gbrift.eii> 
dpm. . 
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Thou haft by this time heard of the late tumiilts an3 
emotions in this city, the difaiFe6lion between the Court 
and Parh'ament, with the fhort fiege of Paris. Now things 
fcem to be compofcd, and irt si calih'^ but ii may" onlf 
prove a trace, while both parties take breath, to ruft up* 
on each other with the greater violence. The city is trti** 
meafurably rich and papulous, and can arm sm hBtfdred 
thoufand men at an hour'é warning; the' parKamaent »^ 
bets their quarrel : TKis encourages th%ffl to vie Wkh the 
court : The merchants live* like petty kings' ; abuifdanct 
of gold fills them with pride and ambition : Whdft the < 
court in the mean time are cloic and. refcnred, prójeéikig 
how to deftr<^ ^e faé^bn^ and afiert the regal audiorky; 
The queen-regent is refolute and fevere, yet fuffér J Jbet* 
fdf to be mollified with the mnléer coiinfHs «f Cardinal 
Mazarini and t;hc puke of Oiieans, 

In the beginning of this reign, I gate tn account to 
the mmifters of tKe Porte, of the Duke of Beaufort- « 
imprifomnetit in the Caftle of the Wood dt Vinciennesr, 
' which it ooe- of the king^t palace» : Thi» pmat - is nowr 
efcaped from his confinement, and come into the city. 
The feélious cry him up for a patriot, and are'refol^ed to 
prote£i him^with their lives and fortunes. 

If thou yet retaineft thy health and vigour, thou art 
happiy : As lor me, I feel continuai decays ; yet ao| not 
tfoubled, perceiving, at the fame time, that I approach 
nearer to knmortality $ wliei^fbre I neither feek reAax»^^ 
tiT^s, nor cenfttlt phyécians, but, fuffering myfelf to àà£m 
folve graduafiy, I die with pleafure, pluming and prepar*> 
ing myfelf daily, as one ready to take wing for a mortt 
happy region. 

Pari», 24th of the I a ih Moon, of the Year 1648. ' 
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XXI. — To Dgn ET Ootou. 

Jl A^M-iM iarpiìfed at the^oemrs of Sukaci Ibrabim's^jbft* 
ln^depdM Mid ftfangled t It is but wfait I faav« fot> « 
long time feared :. Thefc reftlef» janizaries wSL .ruin. die 
fkttnmn csnpife. Keiliier am I ilartled toliea&tiaiii his 
mp^lmr wai acccflary ttf hi» fall, hatÌQg a double motive» 
«libitloii and ffercttge» to induce her confent. She d- 
Wfirfs affefted to nde^ and thenefore €onld jiot brook the 
«fiditait*t tidblttire zumiagement of ifairst without f<dk>9idg 
tier advice. Bdides/ (he could not eafUy forget hef diC* 
grttcei and confinement on tbc accotsut of the Armena 
^ladf'« death. 

But I àm aftonUhed and vexed t^hcar». that the mufti 
fhottld be concerned in k> bbvck a tragedy. How fhall 
•me have the confidente hereafter to rej^oach the Ghrifli-i 
' am Willi their frequent treafom znà murdenng of thqir 
kings, ù$:0t It will be eafy for them to. retort» -that th<^ 
ftf^enie ^narch of our law has entered into the feertt 
of rebeli» coofpired the death of his ibter^i^» andeaufed 
him to be deposed and fi:rangled f 

A» for the aga of the janizaries» I fuppofeihim rather 

> overawed into the coafpiracy» by the forcible reafoos and 

écgutit parole of the mufti, than any ways voluntarily 

engaging himfelf in crimes, to which he (etmt to have no 

lAcSnation. Befidcs» he could not refule to make one in 

Che party, after it had once been propofed to him, unlefs 

ht were relbkedta be the firft viéb'in of thdr jealoufy, 

c')ind be murdered himf<df» to prevent the difoovery of the 

reft. Yet his duty and honour ought to have fuperfedcd 

. a& other confiderations ; and he fliould have chofen to 

die in his allegiance, rather than to Uveftained with fo 

foul à crime. 
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However it be, I cannot approve their treafon ; for» 
whatever the vices of the fultan were^ ti^j had no right 
to panKh him : He was accountable to none but God ; 
aad thef invaded the prerogative of H^aiieify ia dubiXM^iig 
bmi whom tlie divint providence hwà iuMÌMmtì:i^$lìi^ 
impeiial diadem. . << ol 

, Mach left can I approve their knpi^ty^ èi .dftlkfBiQg 
him now be iadead : Neither ican I in c^cience i^m^ 
'With the injnnékions of the mufti» wjbK» hni «ommandod 
vacr <n a Ittter» to^fpread aa ill.chanidor of Sidli^ B^sa- 
him among the Chitftt»is» that fo hi» o^H proco^di^» 
may appear juft. It ia tf^c^ I Qyi^ m^h to tbe ^ttt^ii- 
ty of this fovereign guide of true believers $ ytt I n^ 
not^ to pay this debt, turn bankrupt t)f nxf . r? aAm \ I 
owe fomcd^Dg tfl^ myfdfà «nd to thi; diftingvii^ii^ cha^; 
zaderofa man. I promifed hii»» ind^d» to obey ina 
commands in this, pomt ; imi he .that baa gijen mc a dif- 
penfatioa for all the lies and pcijucies I ihaU^be guilty of 
in Parisy wiQ» I hope» pardon me^ if I tnm my own 
confeflpr»'.and abfolve myfelf for not performing my wovd 
to him in this point. 

I am not often guilty of afperfing the living» but I.ab- 

. iior to injure the dead» left lihonld incur the fate of him» 

. vhoy being at enmity with a famous wrefUer» porfued h^ 

. wkh mah'ce and revenge» even in his grave $ fbr^ envying 

the honour that jwaa due to t}iis wrefiler's memory,; |n 

that his iUtue was. fet up:in a pubUc pfoce» he w^t j^- 

vataly one n%ht» with defign to throw the ft^tue iovm ; 

but after- he had fpitefnlly disfigured it in ieveral paists 

vffith a hammer» and was bufy in working it« overtlnrQFj 

the imnge on a fudden fdl on :him» and crufkcd him ^ to 

deaths as if thè fpirit of him whom it reprefented.hud 

" giyen it itkuUa^ to cesfieng^ the njalice 9f his adverfar||^ 
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V CerDftfikly die adoknts .were not ignorant ^^4»! they 
findi ^«àes» àmoÀg.odier lageéounfds, they adnfednKMr^ 
UU,- ** Not to fpeakr ill of th« dead, bat to eftceift thetn 
boredy whoi «re gone into the immortal ilate/' And 
Fhft»'^ ring h«d tikis motto on it, *< It is eefier to pro* 
toloe the dead, .than te {>acify them when once provbk» 
ed ;'' iotìmatiag th<^reby, that the Ibals of the departed 
aiie.fenfible of the- ifij dries that are dene them by the tk- 
hg. . . . . ,. • .• : •• 

Thetefore I wffl (hua detraiftioti, especially of the' dead; 
aady if I oimiot £iy much in praife of Sukan Ibrahim's 
▼irtoesy kt ìn9 riees be boned wkh* hkn in eternal dbli«^ 
▼i«i. ' 

' I f «n no Ikasards is inrrking thus inmkly to thee, be« 
ing %Sarté à£ thy Mttìtj. Befiées, dea^ ( whkh ì» €he 
worft ponfflinient «an be inflSé^ed oft me for vrfaat' I have 
faidy Should it be known), wotdd not be bitter, whe» gi« 
▼en by a firknd. - Dear Dgmet, adku. 

Pari», ioth of itie ift Moon, of the Year 1649* 



'XXII.— 7<? Danecmar Kesrou, Kiu^/^uer 0/ R'o' 
mania, 

^^HS« I informed thee how the Seots had (old thor 
l^mg to the Eagltfli rebels, it was eafy to prefage the 
eonfequcnce without a revelation. When fovereign nle* 
BapchB btcome the merchandife of faéiions, they eom- 
iponly^ay the ^ct with their own blood ; and there are 
few examf^s of pnaees' that have been impr^oned by . 
their Cubjedls^ and yet have efeaped a vioknt death 9 for 
thqfe who have once advanced fo far in their treafon, ^ 
t<y feize the perfoo of their foverdgOy can never retire 



with fafcty to themfckety or at leaft tbetr ow»' gdlt 
iiiakee them think £oi. The confckmfacfs «f whfet they 
hav<e already done procapts ^ them to prcHSeedaa thèti^ 
wickedne^ ; and their dei^ir of hting Ibeir ow» IH^ 
makes them conclude it neceifary to take away hisyVi4loife' 
vidated òfiajeftyy they fear; will, oe^cr pMrdon fdampoi^ttt 
an ^(Tay of treafon. 

But the method Which the Engliih have taken tomtiri' 
der their king has not a precedent in hiftory : Thefe igi* 
£dèis "have outflripped aH former tKotorsy in the contriv- 
atìce -add exocution of their r^;icide ; they have even Ibr- 
pafied themfelves^ and their own lirft defigos. 

It has been ufual for traitors to take away the life of a 
■deppfed npLonardi privately, by poifoa orafiaflit»,-^^p in 
refp«^to'kit royal blood» or tp avoid the poifibUaty of a 
refcue from any of his loyal friends and fubjeé^s ; but 
thefe barbarians were refolved publicly to infuk on *n^je* 
fly, to brave the whole world in the execution of thdr 
\illany» and make a pomtK>u8 conclufiqn of their treafoas; 
for they erefted a new divan, or court of judicature, com- 
pofed of the mofl infamous traitors ; there they formdy 
tried theij- fovereigp by a law of their own making, con- 
denined him as a tyrant and a traitor, and, finally, c^xxi^d 
his head to be chopped off with an axe, by an execution- 
er, before the gates of his own palace, in the fight .of 
thoufaads of his fubjeds, that fo they might appear, not 
lb much to kfll their king, as to deftroy the monarchy it^ 
felf, and triumph in its ruin* 

Hafl: thou, O venerable judge of the faàchful ! ever 
reafd or heard of Aich a daring treafon ? All Europe 
Ifliartles at the monftrous faél ; and Cardili^ Ma^ariAi 
ymfelf, who carried on that private web of faéUous de- 
sign in; Englandy whofe firO: threads his predeceflbr Rich- 
ti<tt-had fpHQ^yet 0]ipreffed 2Eii borrir at th^ news ofiblB 
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tragedy I and I look not on thb to lie am artifice of po- 
licy in him €0 blkid the worM^ but a reid difeovery of hh 
fenli^ents$ for he is too generov» to apprOTe kf barba- 
roas a proceeding againft a fo^eitign monarcb» though hté 
enemyi . . - 

The whcr day he wa« heard toTay, « That in revenge 
of the king's marder, he would embarrafs the eouncih of 
the Engli(h rebelft more dian he had done thofe of their 
foverwgn.'* 

This was not fpoten fo fecretly, but Mahmut had in- 
teliigence of k within an hour; for I have more ears in 
Paris than thofe in my^head to hearken after the in- 
trigues of this minifter, and it wiH be difficult for him 
hereafter to fpeak, wnte, or aft any thing, no, not even 
in his private clofet, which wfll not be difclofed to me. 
" Yet, ^ongh I thuy vratch his motions as an enemy, 
and do my utmoft to render his dcfigris agairift the Otto- 
man Porte incffeéhial, I cannot in^ my heart condemn this 
minifter, who all the while afts but the part of a faithful 
fervknt, and an .able ftatefman, in driving to aggrandife 
his mailer. 

His fupporting alfo the faftions in England, and nou- 
rifhing the difcontcnts of that giddy-headed people, were 
but the refult of liis zeal for his country, and for the 
church, whereof he is one of the principal pillars ^ it be* 
ing evident from his grief at that king's murder, that he 
bore no malice againft him, but only fought td humble 
him into terms of compliance with France. 

Wlien I fay this, I fuppofe the cardinal's forrow» on 
that account to be free from fiftion ; but who knows when 
the aftions of ftatefmen are undifguifed, and when not Ì 
For I am well aftured, that whilft his agents were bufy in 
embroiUng that nation, he promifed the exiled EngUfh 
queen to ai&ft her hu(band with men and money againft 
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tbofc very rebds witk whom be held 4 privity correfp^ndr 
enee, and to whc«n hi^ coffers were rr aUjr 4>pen. > .t. 

Moft of the. European A^/utmen are coiti^ed; iwi^^. 
the maxims of a certain faniQu» writer^ wlft>p9t ^^y ^l? 
Machiavel. This (late cafulft has taught them to bpgg^. 
at no crimes which may advance the enda. tliey aim at ; 
eyery thing, in his opinion, being honei^.t^at Is fuccefi^ 
fv^, . Thus, policy among the. Nazarepes is degenerated 
into fordid craft ; and that which was once defervedly e* 
ileemed a virtue^ neceffary to the governments of the 
world, is now turned into a vice, of which the very out- 
laws, ^ freebooters, and pirates^ are afhamed. , 

Godt who ftif&red the earth to be inhabited by angels, 
for an infinite number of ages before he created Adam ; 
and then expelling them hence for their wickednefs, and 
turnings them to devils, gave this globe for a dwelling* 
place to men, grant, that the enormous crimes of mortals, 
may not provoke him to exterminate our human rac<| and^ 
teftore the devils to their ancient habitations. 

^ Parit, f %th of the ad Moon, of the year 1649* 

END OF VOLUME THIRD. 
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